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Approx ed: Novomt i .?i5, PCI 
EUGENE H. NiCKViH 01.I 

County Executive 

The vote on ihe foregoing rcm’ution is rccorcod os /olloxvs: 

Ayes: CoMi*vn 2; Caro 3:: i arrn-Rton 31; Reilly 2; Mai tin 2i; Barns 
28. Total 115. 

Noes: Non** 

% 

Supervi or Burns of'ered the following resolution ;.nd moved 
it* adoption, which was unanimously adopted after a poll of tr.c 
members or the board: 


RESOLUTION NO. T12-D, 1E62 


A RESOLUTION ADOPTING. R.’-.T IFYIN’G, AEFiMVINC AND 
approving a •:fmora.vt)v>i and revised API i.:c.\; in •: 
PREPARE!) BY SPECIAL COUNt’KJ. AND ITS TRANE -MISSION 
TO THE HON. P. KENNETH O’DONNELL. THE HON E CARD 
L BOUTIN, THE HON. ANTHONY J. Cr.l.EBREZZE ...NO THE 
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1 AW OF NASSAU 


Sc.i.V 

COUNTY 1 

(Passed by Board of Supe rvisor* on November l ®® 2 j 

Vote* lor 115; votes a^mst, «.-ne. * ""Sfuiw 

on November 2G. 1962 with the approval ot the County 

Executive.) 

WHFREAS it is the mutual desire o( tha County Executive 

Federal lands at Mitchel Field; and 

WHEUFAS Judies Samuel I. Rosenman. Charles Poletti and 

!,rKS"T.t^ Hon * Anthony l. C.bro,.. and Jh. 

hrrsir- sr ssrars Sf*** 

education. public _ health.^creation. _civ»c_and cultural uses, 

' therefore, be if - 

„„'sss'L.^rs. - ',r:r«f; 
riss sr rr,,rr ts 

cultural usev ol Nassau County, and be it further 

RESOLVED that the transmPslon of the said memorandum by 
SpJS C°un»l U ana .he ..*■« !»..»» » *” d 

Approved; November 20, 1962 
EUGENE H. NICKERSON 


County Executive 

The vote on the foregoing resolution is recorded as follow.: 

Aye.: Costlgan 2; Caro 31; Farr.ngton 31; Reilly 2, Martin 21; Burn. 

28. Tot.l 115. 

Noes: None. 


2143 





APR 28 , 


MONDAY, In C.'MEER 3D. 1003 
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trailer is v ihori.:'d to carry over such encumbered Ml 

L- • . I- 

| t i o:-.n pitted i 

bsiar.ee? to the year iVi 1. 
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Section Tr.is orduior.ee shall lake ciT'.ti ir.n;• 1 'V.-. .* . 


Approved: Dcremte! JO, l'* -' 
EUGENE H. Mch'VZ- LhZ -: _ 

“* County Executive 

The vole on the foregoing ordinance is recorded as follows: 

Ayes: Codigan 2; Caso 31; Ilcilly 2; Marlin 21; Farrington 31. 
Total 87. 

Noes: None 

Supervisor Farrington offered the following ordinance arid 
moved it* adoption, whim was unanimously adopted after a poll 
of the members of the board: 

ORDINANCE NO -30, 19S3 

AN ORDINANCE NAMING SO MUCH OF THE AREA 
LOCATED aT MITCH EL FIELD AIR FORCE EASE TO RIJ 
DESIGNATED AS NASSAU COUNTY’S EDUCATIONAL, CIVIC , 
AND CULTURAL CENTER AS THE JOHN F. KENNEDY EDU¬ 
CATIONAL. CIVIC AND CULTURAL CENTER; PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW OF 
NASSAU COUNTY AND THE NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRA¬ 
TIVE CODE 

(Passed by Board of Supervisors on December 30, 19G3; 

Voles for 87; voles against, none. Became an ordinance 
on December 30, 10C3 with the approval of the County 
Executive.) 

WHEREAS, the County of Nassau ha* Required from the 
United States Government approximately 435 acres in the arc 
known as Mitchel Field, and 

WHEREAS, it is the announced intention of the Nassau 
County Government to establish on this acteagc an Educational, 
Civie and Cultural Center which has not yet been named, ar.d 

WHEREAS, many citizens of Nassau County have made sug¬ 
gestion s to the County Executive that a cud-able memorial be 
established in honor of the late President of the United State % 

John F. Kennedy, and 
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MONDAY, nFCF.MREK to. Hint 

Y' 

WHEREAS, tin: laic Pie.ah nl of fi.« Umt<d SI a 1 os, Jolin'F. 
Kennedy (aiiii iiCo; .4 deep unu .ibinu.,; mien I in tho education 
o' our youth, wc.• as ir, the cultural lift of our nation, Ok! 

WHEREAS. l.i'is iias been er-tablr il lor the purpose of 
p.nnn.n;: at id 'level pini: the vise of tins ana, the Mitchel Field 
Planning Coniniittie. and 

WHEREAS, ;.t .1 ii,,uiaiiy .sfinduied m* «'t i n|{ of said Planning. 
Cor.ir.nitee, it v.,.: ur.anuiii.uiSy agreed by tho*e piescnl that lint 
are i lo be used for N.i.sau County’s Kdut.iliona!, Civic and Culloral 
Coaler should be named the Joint K. Kennedy Educational, Civic 
and Cultural Center, 

de it ordained p,y the uoahij ok supervisors ok 

THE COUNTY OK NASSAU AS FOLLOWS; 

Section 1 Thai so much of the land acquired from the United 
Slates Government, located in the area known as the Milclicl 
Field Air Force Ha c, to be tiotiqnalcd for Nassau County’s Educa¬ 
tional, Civic ai.d Cultural Center, and not assigned for tl.c use 
ar.u purposes of Lie Nassau Community College, bo and hereby 
is named tho John f\ Kennedy Educational, Civic and Cultural 
Center. 

S*»ction 2. Tnis oidinance shall take cflcct immediately. 

Approved: December 30, 1503 
EUGENE H. NICKERSON 

County Executive 

The vote on Inc foregoing ordinoncc is recorded as follows; 

Ayes: Custigan 2; Caso 31; Reilly 2; Martin 21; F'orrlngton 31. 

Total 37. 

Noes: None. 

. Supervisor Martin offered the following resolution and moved 
its adoption, which was unanimously adopted after a poll of tho 
members of the board: 


RESOLUTION NO 5311, 15it3 

A RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE ACTION OK THE COM¬ 
MISSION;-;* OV PL’HLIC WORKS IN PREPARING MAI* SHOW¬ 
ING REAL PROPERTY TO HE ACQUIRED FOR PUUL 1 C STKUC- 
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Department of Public Works 



DEFENDANT'S 

EXHI1IT 









A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

More than any single project ever undertaken by Nassau County government, the John F. Kennedy Ed¬ 
ucational, Civic and Cultural Center is destined to enrich the lives of our citizens. Through its facil¬ 
ities, young and old will be able to look at what men of the past have done and painted, read what they 
have written, hear the music they have composed and the songs they have sung. Thi s soaring and in 
spir ing complex of libraries, museums and auditoriums will give our people and community groups an 
unparalleled opportunity to express in contemporary terms the manifold capacities of the human mind 


and >pirit. 


if. 


AN INVITATION FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING A FINE AR'I.*' 

We invite all the citizens of Nassau County to join with us in planning for the challenges of the future 
through active participation in the development of our Cultural Center. Within the concept of the superb 
facilities planned for the citizens of Nassau, we see the potential fulfillment of the vision of our late 
President of “An America which will not be afraid of grace and beauty...which commands respect 
throughout the world, not only for its strength but for its civilization as well.” 





• • #* - 

v“ v *7 * . u * 


t V>J| * "■" * Ti • 



The Coliseum is a large arena with a fixed seating capacity of 10.000 seats. For those 
events which do not require the use of the entire arena floor, portable seats up to a max¬ 
imum of 4.000 can be added, making the total capacity 14.000 for certain events. It is 
expected that the Coliseum will accomodate the following events - Sports: Ice Hockey, 
Basketball. Boxing. Wrestling, Track Meets. Exhibitions: Animal Shows, Flower Shows, 
Boat Shows. Home Shows. \uto Shows. Trade Fairs. Large Scale Entertainment:Circuses, 
Ice Show- Holler Derbies. Ball- and Banquets, Local and State Conventions. 


L1BKAIO 

The structure that will house the Center’s Library will provide -pace for technical. 

,t 

research and reference volumes for students of the County’s high schools anti college- 
and for business and profe--ional people. It will also provide space for the \a--au Li¬ 
brary System. The Library is designed to contain approximately 750.000 volumes, covering 
subjects of Business and Industry. History and Biography, Language and Literature, 

Music and Art, Philosophy. Psychology and Religion, Science and Technology, Social 
Science and Education. Space will also be provided for periodical- and audio-visual 
material-. 

SOCIAL CENTER ^ "."i* 

The Social Center Building -orve- a dual function, li will hou-e the coordinating and . - -f rTrrrttfffflfi 

control headquater- for the admini-tr ati ve function- of the entire Center, and al-o provide 

facilities for numerous function- to be utilized by the general public of \a--au County. 

Meeting rooms of all size- will be available to the County’s many civic, fr ternal, and 

educational groups. Workshop- and studios for the furtherance of education in the art-, 

crafts, dance and drama will be housed in this building for the u-e of the public. 




A: T v 












k ifm' ;*r - wt* 

‘ A ^ The display of prominent works of art and art of current interest is a major element 

of the concept of the proposed Center. A building prov iding adequate space for this pur¬ 
pose will be the Museum of Fine Arts, which is designed to accomodate a permanent 
collection of art and sculpture, major traveling exhibits, and art shows featuring artists 
of Nassau County. 

MUSEUM OF HISTORY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As its name implies, the Museum of History, Science and Technology will house both 
permanent and temporary exhibits covering the development of science, industry and 
transportation and the historical aspects of the natural, social, political and industrial 
development of Nassau County and Long Island. 

CONCERT HA LL 

The Concert Hall with a seating capacity of 2,100 will be the center of activity 
for the performing arts. Designed primarily to feature the performances of sym¬ 
phony orchestras, it will adequately serve as well the needs of opera, musical 
comedy, dance, legitimate theatrical productions, and recitals by outstanding 
soloists who command an audience greater than can be accomodated in the 
Forum Theatre. 

FORUM THEATER 

The Forum Theater is designed to provide a setting for musical and theatrical 
programs in an atmosphere of intimacy not found in the grander Concert Hall. It 
will have a seating capacity of 800 persons. The acoustics of this Theater will 
be most favorable for chamber music and recital concerts. The thrust stage con¬ 
cept, without a proscenium, will favor and encourage experimental productions 
of the theater and dance. 








JOHN F. KENNEDY EDUCATIONAE 
CIVIC AND CULTURAE CENTER 

COUNTY OF NASSAU • EUGENE H. NICKERSON. COUNTY EXECUTIVE 








The erection of this Center offers a means to enhance the 
cultural traditio nd civic pride of the residents of Nassau 

County . ThrougL .;s Social Center and Forum Theater, it will 
foster the ambitious programs of the numerous art and drama 
groups presently functioning in Nassau's communities, encour¬ 
age a fruitful interchange of ideas between them and stimulate 
the formation of new groups. Its Library. Fine Arts Gallery, 
and Museum of Science. Industry. History, and Transportation, 
will not onl\ attest to its citizens concern for scholarship, but 
more importantlv. will provide an inspirationally adequate en¬ 
vironment within which its youth can prosper intellectually. 
With the physical accomplishment of its Concert Hall, great 
classical, operatic and contemporary music upon which the 
mind and soul are nurtured will be available to all. 

In its Coliseum, athletics, ice shows, circuses, flower shows, 
indeed, the whole scale of family entertainment programs, will 
take center stage Conventions and meetings for the largest 
numbers of the County's residents will here be provided with 
an adequate and distinguished place of assembly, and exhibit 
space will be available for a great variety of trade shows. 

Arraved on a massive podium in a spacious and landscaped 
setting, the sculptured structures that will house its Concert 
Hall. Forum Theater. Fine Arts Gallery. Museum and Social 
Center present a breathtaking view from any vantage point. 
Wide roads feed from the main thoroughfares into the Center, 
providing ease of accessibility to the buildings and the adjacent 
parking areas. 

The concept of a podium offers distinct advantages, both 
aesthetic and practical. It neither towers above its surroundings, 
awesome and ostentatious, nor settles into its surroundings 
to become obscure and unassuming. It is a proudly elevated 


acropolis, dignified in its execution, human in scale with spa¬ 
cious and uncluttered promenades for the spontaneous move¬ 
ment of large numbers of people. 

Arranged on the podium are structures designed for human 
pursuits freed of the disruption and distraction of vehicular 
traffic. Conceived as a complex of facilities—each within walk¬ 
ing distance of the others—the usual requirement that man ride 
or drive from one function to the next is eliminated. C overed 
parking is also provided beneath the podium itself, which is 
literally a "shell" upon which all the structures except the 
Coliseum are erected. 

The massive Coliseum, greater in all its physical dimensions 
than any of the other structures in the Center, is placed next 
to the podium structure where its immense scale will balance 
the entire complex. It is set in a position of accessibility to the 
greater number of patrons, since the very nature of its intended 
functions—athletic contests, exhibitions, conventions and sim¬ 
ilar heavily attended events—will attract more people at a given 
period than w ill all the functions of the Center's other buildings. 
Its location further assures that Coliseum audiences, assumed 
generally to differ with the smaller bands of theater and con¬ 
cert patrons in both si/e and tempo, will neither engulf these 
smaller groups nor detract from their more intimate atmos¬ 
pheres. Although set apart, it nevertheless is integrated and 
remains unified with the entire complex by its mass relationship 
to the other structures, its use of compatible materials, and the 
physical connection of a grand staircase providing access be¬ 
tween the concourse around the Coliseum and the podium level. 

The estimated cost of the entire project is $46,271,000. 
Operating costs will be substantially offset by income from the 
Coliseum, Concert Hall and Forum I heater. 






1 Coliseum Plaza 

2 Podium 

3 Coliseum 

4 Library 

5 Social Center 

6 Concert Hall 


7 Forum Theater 

8 Fine Arts Gallery 

9 Museum of Science, Industry. 
History, and Transportation 

10 Botanical Garden 

11 Planetarium 


12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


Parking Field 
Arboretum, ^hildren s 
Sculpture Gdrden 
Central Plant 
Main Entrance Drive 
Sunken Garden 





























COLISEUM 


The Coliseum is a large arena with a hxed seating capacity of 
ID.000 seats. For those events which do not require the use ol 
the entire arena floor, portable seats up to a maximum of 4.000 
can be added, making the total capacity 14.000 for certain 
exents The si/e of the arena floor is large enough to accommo- 

Sports Ice Floe key. Basketball. Boxing. Wrestling. Track Meets 

Exhibitions Animal Shows, t lower Shows. Boat Shows. 

Flome Shows. Auto Shows. Trade Fairs 

LI BR 

The structure that will house the Centers Library will provide 
space for technical, research and reference volumes for students 
of the Counts's high schools and colleges and for business and 
professional people. It will also be integrated with, and provide 
space for. the administration of the entire County branch sys¬ 
tem The I ibrary is designed to contain approximately 750.000 

SOCIAL 

The Social Center Building serves a dual function It will house 
the coordinating and control headquarters for the administra¬ 
tive functions of the entire Center, and also provide facilities 
for numerous functions to be utilized by the general public of 
Nassau County. Meetings rooms of all si/es will be available to 
the County’s many civic, fraternal, and educational groups. 
Workshops and studios for the furtherance of education in the 
arts, crafts, dance and drama will be housed in this building for 


date the largest sporting event The structure will be roofed by 
clear space trusses so that no interior columns will occur in the 
seating areas and visibility from all seats will be unhindered u 
is expected that the Coliseum will accommodate the following 
events: 

Large Scale Entertainment: Circuses. Ice Shows.Roller Derbies. 
Balls and Banquets. Local and State Conventions. 


ARY 

volumes, covering the subjects of Business and Industry. History 
and Biography. Language and l iterature. Music and Art. Phi- 
losophv. Psychology and Religion. Science and Technology. 
Social Science and Education. Space will also be provided foi 
periodicals and audio-visual materials 


CENTER 

the use of the public 

Exhibit space for events of current interest to the County s 
residents, not logically falling within the realm of the Center s 
Fine Arts Gallery or Museum, will find a place in this building 
Here also will be located a restaurant adequate to serve the C en 
ter’s visitors, with kitchen facilities equipped to handle banquets 
for civic and fraternal groups 








CONCERT HALL 


The Concert Hall with a seating capacity of -100 will be e 
center of activitv for .he performing arts. Designed primariK 
to feature the performances of symphony orchestras.it will 
adequately serve as well the needs of light opera. legitimate the- 
atrical productions, and recitals by outstanding soloists who 


command an audience greater than can be accommodated in 
the Forum Theater. “Continental" spacing of seats » planned 
in order to provide the greatest comfort to the audience. The 
building will also contain a restaurant of luxurious proportion, 
and decor in keeping with the overall aspect of the building. 


forum theater 


The Forum Theater is designed to provide a setting tor inusi.a 
and theatrical programs in an atmosphere of intimacy not four 
in the grander Concert Hall It will have a seating capacity of 
800 persons on one floor, without a balcony. The acoustics of 
this Theater will be most favorable for chamber music and re¬ 


ctal concerts The shape of the stage and auditorium is to be 
•theater-in-the-round" concept, without a proscenium. which 
will favor and encourage experimental productions of the th 
ter and dance 


fine arts gallery 


The display of prominent works of art and art ot current '"‘V'-'i 
is a major element of the concept of the proposed Center A 
bu.ld.ne providing adequate space for this purpose will be the 
Fine am' Gallerv which is designed to accommodate a perma¬ 


nent collection of art and sculpture, major lra y eling exhibits 
and art shows featuring artists of Nassau ( ounty A smal aud, 
torium to be used for lectures on art will also be included. 


Ml SU M OF SCIENCE. INDUSTRY. HISTORY. AND TRANSPORTATION 


As Its name implies.the Museum of Science. Industry H.s ry. 
md Transportation will house both permanent and temporary 
exhibits covering the development of science, industry, and 


transportation and the historical aspects of the naturaL 
political and industrial development of Nassau County and 
Long Island 
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President I yndon H Johnson is shown at Mitchel Field. Saturday. May 9. I9M at the dedication of the John I Kennedy 
Educational, Civic and Cultural Center as he unveils a plaque honoring the late President l eading participants in the 
ceremom were (left to richt i Countv Executive Eugene H Nickerson, the Right Reverend Jonathan Goodhue Sherman. 
Suffragan Bishop of l ong Island, and Gen. Cornelius W Witkersham. Chairman of the Board of Irustees of Nassau 
Cotnmunitv College 










MITCH EL FIELD PLANNING COMMITTEE 

•Eugene H. Nickerson 
Chairman 


i 


•A. Holly Patterson, 
George B. Costigan 
•Palmer D. Farrington 
Admiral Paul Foley. Jr. 
Thomas Goodiellow 
Bertram Harnett 


Chairman, Executive Committee 
Leo Perlis 
•Arthur Roth 
David Starr 
John J. Tuohy 
William Woestendiek 


Jack B. Weinstein, 

County Attorney, Secretary 


Ex officio 

Eugene F. Gibbons, 
Commissioner of Public IV orks 


•Members of Executive Committee 


WEl.TON BF.CKET. F A. I A ARCHITECT 





POOH M LEVEL PLAN 


JOHN F. KENNEDY EDUCATIONAL CIVIC AND CULTURAL CENTER 
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NASSAU COUNTY JOHN F. KENNEDY 
EDUCATIONAL, CIVIC AND CULTURAL CENTER 















A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 



A century ago tlx- great Fnglish philo><> ( .|i<-r 
and an historian. John Huskin, noted die v itulily 
bounty and strength of medieval societies, in 
which art was not regarded as a frill hut was an 
integral part of the everyday lives of all 

In our own time art historian and philosopher. 
Lewis Mumford, notes that suburbia needs a 
focal point, a place for people to interact soc¬ 
ially and exchange ideas, if it is to capture the 
vitality peculiar to cities. 

The two concepts - art as an integral part 
of everyone’s daily life, and the establishment 
of a centralized meeting ground for social inter 
action and idea exchange - are the real founda- 
tion of the Nassue County John F Kennedy 
educational, Civic and Cultural Center planned 
for Mitchel Held. 

It is a strong foundation not only for a 
cultural center, but for a society. Art, a < hronicle 
of the ideas of man, prepares and maintains thinking, aware individuals when it is ,r Mv 
accessible for exposure, participation and interpretation. A central meeting place f ,r idea 
exchange indicates and maintains a vital populace. 

It is my belief that such vitality is crucial, for the society composed of thinking and 
actively involved citizens free to express ideas, is the society able to approach any problem, 
be it economic, political, socialogical, ad infinitum. 


F or the above reasons, we have proposed that Nassau County build an Kd-cational 
Civic and Cultural Center dedicated to the late John F. Kennedy. I hope all of you will join 
me in aiding the project through to its completion. 


I - ]iigene H Nickerson 


Herbert J Simms, Commissioner 
Department of Publii Works 


Myron Melt, Director 

Office of Performing and Fine Arts 





JOHN F. KENNEDY EDUCATIONAL CIVIC AND CULTURAL CENTER 


*«ioMK«rui a uo«ir 


AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY 


(•'or centuries man has struggled to create a better environment for himself and his 
children. Too often his efforts have been haphazard and poorly planned, rte have suffered 
from a lack of vision, and from putting great vision into action when it has been available. 

Today the people of Nassau County have an unparalleled opportunity to dream and 
dare wisely, to plan now for the cultural necessities of the immediate present, and for the 
future of our children’s children. 

In a truly pioneering undertaking, a great cultural center is underway as part of the 
development of property that was once part of the air base at Mitch* I field. The complex 
will contain seven buildings, as pictured above, and identified on the cover. 

The need for cultural facilities is scarcely a debatable issue. Until Nassau County has 
museums to house the treasures of the past and present, proper facilities for the performing 
arts, and places where community arts groups can be adequately served, we cannot enjoy 
the full life which should be readily available to all of our citizens. The proper atmosphere 
to stimulate our creativity and appreciation is something which must he generated with in¬ 
telligence and dedication. 

Much is being done to develop the arts in our community, but much more must (>»• done 
if we are to live tin* vision of a richer, fuller life. You, individually, can play an active 
role today. I join the County Kxecutive in inviting your participation in the* challenging 
adventurous years ahead 1 


Hvron M<*lt 







THE ARTS IN NASSAU COUNTY,1966 


• 250 non-profit community arts groups arc actively at work; they involve 60,000 people. 

• A first majoroutdoorarts fair and sale took place in Salisbury Park; 10,000 people attended. 

• All seven colleges and universities mounted Faculty Loan Art Exhibits in the County 
Lxecutive Suite, Mineola. 

• There are no non-profit public art museums; there are 3 college galleries. 

• All elementary and high school arts educators have united in the "Nassau Teachers for 
the Performing and Fine Arts Organization.” 

• Roger L.. Stevens, Chairman of the National Kndowment for the Arts, opened a symposium 
on "Money - its Legislation for the Arts." 

• All non-profit community organizations working in the arts leave demonstrated thei; support 
of the Nassau County Office of Performing and Fine Arts by joining in rommi'tees for 
purposes of communications and mutual benefit. 

• At the request of an educated dance public, the numerous Nassau Dant e Organizations 
are jointly sponsoring two choreography workshops for students and teachers. 

• To initiate a new project, "Art for ALL,” a children's art show was mounted at the 
A Holly Patterson Home. 

• To insure artistic quality in all public buildings a Fine Arts Committee has been appointed 
by County Kxecutive Nickerson and is at work. 

• Chorus singers were provided two "Summer Sings” under the direction of David Randolph 
and more than 2,500 people attended performances of Handel’s "Judas Maccubaeus” 
conducted by Laszlo llalasz. 


• Distingu. 1 let Hirers for County arts committees include Larry Aldrich, noted authority 
on content) nrv art, and Clive Barnes, dance critic of the New ^ ork Times. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Long Island Association 

Mitchel Field Task Force Committee 

Mr. Norman Blankman requested that I report some of my thoughts to you 
regarding the presentation given us by Daniel Sweeney of the Mitchel Field 
Development Corporation. 

In regard to the 1700 residential apartments reported to be scheduled for the 
initial phase, there appears a lack of planning with no timetable for any action. 
This is particularly more concerning when one views the complete efforts and 
plans for development of the commercial facilities, i. e. , hotel, office 
building, etcetera. * • : K 

4 

The main problem area appears to be the expected impact on the school system. 
The Development Corporation has figures which indicate the additional class¬ 
rooms required wT* not cost the community any capitol expenditure in that the ^ 
developers will be ‘required to ouild schools as a part of the residential com¬ 
plex and donate the complete facilities for nothing, not even cost. In addition, 
.a xes from the residences will add abo ut $5,000, 000 per annum to th e school 
district , which i~ a 5G% increase over .present revenues of $10,000,600. This 
rounds like an extreme!/ jcod deal and one no community could refuse. 
However, I have some aoubts as to the economic feasibility of the above conclu¬ 
sions. These conclusions and my thoughts are based on the report'prepared 
by Mar com Incorporated. If I am correct, the validity of the entire report and, 
therefore, me present heveiwp..tcnt scheme should be questioned. 

i. Conclusion: Developer will build classrooms for nothing, not 

even reimbursement of costs. V 

1 ' 

Opinion: Unfeasible. v 

Thv .00 units are planned for middle income occupancy and 1200 
units for low and moderate income. In the initial phase there will be a. 
population o: 5100 people of which 890 to 1305 will be of school age. For 
the purpose of this analysis we will split the school population at 1100. 

Each child requires 110 sq. ft., therefore, 121, OQO sq. ft. of school 
facilities will be required. If the construction cosV-is $35 per sq. ft. (the 












u 


average between 30 and 40 sq. ft. contained in the report) the developer 
will be expected to contribute $‘*,235,000. If the total residential develop- 
rncn ^ costs $60, 000, 000 the developer will contribute 7% of the gross cost. 
Under present government programs to provide low and moderate income 
housing, the maximum profit allowed is 10%. It is highly doubtful that a 
developer will work for a gross profit of 3% which will probably translate 
into a net profit of 1 1/2%, 

If the entire project was conventionally financed, the idea of the developer 
doing this is a little more realistic but, I think,jstill basically unsound. 
Also, conventionally financed projects will only^e'cl'lne iTRliry typ<Tahd 
not address the problem of housing for families for moderate income. 

* “ c construction cost of $30, 000 to $40, 000 per unit, which does not include 
land, is very high and indicates an unfamiliarity and lack of knowledge about 
construction and government assistance housing programs. 


r* 2. Conclusion: Taxes from 1700 units will add 50%, or $5, 000,-000, 

^ jto school budget. . " - ' -* 

r Opinion: Taxes of this magnitude, especially when county and 

other real estate taxes are added, will make rents excessive and 
unfeasible under current government assisted programs. 

^ T he $5,000,000 spread among the 1700 units is a little less than 

$300 per unit per year or $25 per unit per month. The total revenues 
projected from taxes arc $7 - $14 million. Based on average of $10 million, 
.he average tax per unit per year will be $588 or approximately $50 per unit 
per month. The projected school tax is 50% of total which in itself may be 
questionable. In any event, past history strongly shows that taxes as pro¬ 
jected are not feasible and require tax abatement in o»-dor to provide 
nousing for moderate income families. 

loused on figures presented by Marcom and accepted’by the Development 
Corporation, the following example is presented to illustrate my concern. 

Tnc figures are based on one unit but total cost takes into consideration 
she total project. 







$ 2940 



j Mortgage at $35, 000 @ debt service of 8. 4% 
! based on interest at 7 1/2% for *40 years 

» 

FKA Mort gage Insurance Premium at •. 5% 

Administration Cost 

Operating and Maintenance Cost 

Reserves 

l 

Total Annual Rent 
Interest Subsidy at 1% 

Annual Subsidized Rent 
Monthly Subsidized Rent 



175 



700 
100 
.. 4615 
1875 
2740 
$ 228 



Assuming this is a two bedroom unit, the maximum annual income for 
a family of four is about $8, 000. If 25% of that is applied to housing, the 
most the family can pay is $2, 000 per annum or about $740 less than 
projected above. The project is not feasible. 
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in a (KMInal category here, if this Court does 
not ultimately direct the County of Maseau to 
give up Ita land to be used for housing, the 
certified classes — then the Town of Hempstead 
would also be in the position where the case 
against the town would also be dismissed* We 
had submitted a memorandum, your Honor, and 
we would offer further proof with a law brief 
after the evidence has been submitted, 
nut COURT t x will reserve. 

MR. JASP AM i May X make ay motion with 
respect to the class at this time? 

THE COURT I YOU might as well. 

MR. JASP AM i Xf your Honor pleases, X 
first move that you strike, in the certified class, 
refareaosa to parsons Leaking to raeide in M assa u 
County. When we argued the class notion, the 
plaintiffs relyed upon the testimony of — and 
the orientation of the two organisa ti on s involved, 
and the nsnd plaintiffs, only two of whom remained 
in the cnee. Hone of these organisations claimed 
to have nembers involved Who reside oatelds of 
the Ooaaty end who woe Id like to live in the 










St 


tha complaint. 

The plaintiffs themselves who ara laft as 
raprasantativea of tha claaa ara Acevedo and 
Red Fern, both reside in Nassau County. They 
hove no representation of any class of peopla 
who live out' xde of Nassau County. 

The Baldwin counsel lives — maintains 
its headquarters — in Baldwin, and members from 
Baldwin and there is no allegation of any kind 
that they represent or their members include or 
represent people out of the class. 

And the Long Island region of the HAACP 
is the same. 

My first motion is to excise from the 
certified class those who live outside of Nassau 
County. 

Tilt COURTi 1 will deny that at this time. 

Mk. JASPAN I The second part of my motion 
is for a streamlining of tha class because the 
class reads, in its redundant formt all bleaks 
or Spanish speaking persons residing or seeking 
to reside in Nassau County, and all persons 
residing or seeking to reside in Nassau County 
who are eligibla for low incase housing. 
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I submit if v® taka out the first phrase 
you still have included in the second what we 
understand to be — in other words if the class 
read, instead of all bxacka and Spanish persons, 
etc., who are eligible, if it says all persons 
residing or seeking to reside who are eligible, 
we will have a clearer definition of the class. 

THK COURT* THe only reasons it is done 
that way by the Court was to make sure the class 
encompasses not only the words whites, blacks 
and Puerto Ricans — 

MR. JASPAN* I understand. But there is 
a significance here. Are we dealing with — 

THE COURT* The poor people. 

MR. J AS PAH * Yes, and I am respectfully 
asking the Court really at this time that the 
class be limited to what everybody here understood 
it to be, poor people from Nassau County eligible 
for low income — without regard to color — I 
don't think the Court intended to exclude the 

white people — 

THE COURT* Absolutely not. 

MR. JASPAN* X press the motion. 

THE COURT* I think it is more explicit 
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3 Nickerson <11 root 

now marked In evidence. 

(f!c. darken.) 

*1155*' THOMPSONs T have no further ruicsc i • >i " . 

‘ s • - C :OvM IN AT I ON 
bV <h. J ASP AN* 

Q Mr. Nickerson, l>eforo the county made adoI l ca¬ 

tion for the first piece of land of approximately 435 acres, 
was there consideration given aroon q the officials of Nassau 
County as to what purpose it would be put to? 

A Yes. 

0 And will you tell ne what processes ware 

involved in reaching some sort of conclusion? 

A My recollection is that we had this committee and 

we talked about it and talked about how Lost to on about 
acquiring the tract. 

0 When you ssv "how twist to go about acquiring 

the tract," am you implying that the reasons you ascribed 
to the Federal Government were only for the purpos of 
getting then to act, or that you were really tolling them 
what you thought to be the best us» cf that property? 

A we had two considerations One was the amount of 

monoy that was involved t K at the county would have to oa /, 
which involv !, as T explained on my direct tostirtony, public 
benefit dinecunt, and that was a consideration oven though 
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Nickerson 


cross 


we night not think -- night not have thought that the 
best. use of the land would be in accordance with those pub 
lie ^an^fit discounts, but weighing the money on the one 
hand and the objectives, which we would have liked to hare 
c^fcr , on the other, those were the considerations ttvt 

wont into our application. 

g Cut didn't the county sincerely intend ut the 

time it applied for thin property to use it for the 
purposes which you assigned when you made application to 

the Government? 

A I'm sure that — I can only speak for my own 

intent. I can’t speak for anyone else's. But a* for ** 1 
personally an concerned, to the extent that we appli'* i 
that wo made application to the Federal Government setting 
forth those uses, that that wad our than — my then intention^ 
j Actually, did you acquire the property tho 

I 

first piece, at a discount? 

A wo. We acquired part Ol it at a discount and part 

of it we had to pay tne full value. 

•pin, 4 3 J> acres wnich was purchased for some 

$ 13 , 00 u,odo was nought at full price, wafa *r not? 

A Yen. 

w And therefore, any restraints you may l-ive had 

in the ueuignatlon ol purpose v.ia not necessary in connection 






in 


dickerson 


cro.-« n 


717 


with the ncquisit i *m of t ns piece? 

A t'»ah isn’t truo. 

.» -'V^t i tru-i? 

A yq tiK. 1.1st \r/ col lection, ny -’icollectlor. is 

t, , %'ii w r Lu , ti *; ^ .Aw ir. -itI/ .. pci a )• -i w jif f i<) t.iat ? 1 t c »tr 
application m oroet to jot a Jincount, an* the '■ A wculd 
not qive ua that iiacount. 

q hut ultiiwt*.*ly, did you acquire the •'irst 

place for park purposes? 

,»V ■ ;r>, we acquired it true* and cleat, an.t we could 

n»ak« any use of It which .*0 wished. 

j And did vou announce to the public the purposes! 

for which you were acquiring that property? 

A I can’t recall specifically, nut I thin*. I said that 

wo could uue it '‘or any t*expose that wo saw fit. 

j hid there cone a tine when a resolution was 

3 ubnitceJ to the hoard of Supervisors for the acquisition’ 
of this piece of property? 

\ I’m sure tnere must r.nve i-e»n. 

■j 1*0 you know wno prepared the resolution? 

\ I don’ t know specifically. Mont: of the resolutions 

a ro ; 1 j pa red, with few exceptions -- were prepared hv Lna 

Comity attorney’s office. 

,j And in 1101, waa that Mr. bertram Harnett? 




s. 
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11 Nickerson - cross 

A ilc w«i3 tho county attorney then. 

d inat is the gontloman to which you referred 

as a .-neruxrr of youx impartial committee at one tirae in 
your testimony? 

A ilo was ont- of the nonboxa. 

w *aa a chairman, too, wasn't he? 

A he was chosen by the Hoard members who are all nine 

board members -- I think there wore nine, as the chairman 
J Now, I show you this paper and ask you if 

you can tell me wnat it is, ]uat to identify it. 

A Yes, I renerru.er this. This la a -~ 

y Just identify it. 

A It'a a copy of a resolution approviny a revise! 

application that was prepared by Special Counsel for the 
acquisition of part or .'itcheli Field. 

(Continued on next paqe.) 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 


the purposes for which we acquired the land, it shows the 
purposes for which the application was then made. 

Q Mr. Nickerson, my recollection is pretty good. 

T assume you only testified a few minutes ago that you intended 
what you told the Federal Government, and that you had no 
mental reservations about that. 

A Yes. But if — Do you want me to explain it? 

Q I am asking you whether that was what you said. 


A Yes, sure. 

0 Now, perhaps I can help you find what I am look¬ 

ing for in this Resolution, Mr. Nickerson. 

One of the provisions of the "Whereas" clauses -** uet 
me do it this way: The resolution clause reads as follows. 

’Resolvedr That the Board of Supervisors hereby adopts, 
ratifies and approves the said memorandum and revised applica¬ 
tion prepared by special counsel for surplus Federal lands at 
Mitchell Field for education, public health, recreation, civicj 


and cultural uses of Nassau County"; and further resolved that 
memorandum should be transmitted to the people who were author 1 - 
izea to receive it. 

Did I read the Resolution? 

A I don't know. I didn't hove a copy. 

0 You take a look at it. 

A What is your question? 
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! Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 


2 

<1 Did I reao accurately -- 


3 

A I believe you did. 


4 : 

! 

y All right. So that, air, the. announced pur- 


5 

lioses for tne purlost* of ucgvii mo tni.s ^roj-etuy from tnr 


6 

Federal Gcworr.i out, and the rtsuli: ci v..iitevc ; *noir,nt *f :»> 

1 

7 ; 

into this application, is that it was to be tor educifion. 


8 | 

public health, recreation, civic ami cultural uses; isn c 


9 

that riant? 


10 

A That, was wnat tliat application was for. That w« > not 


11 

y Did you aet the land on the basis of that appli - 


12 

cation? 


13 

A No . 


14 

g This ie the revised application, and you did not 


15 

... 


16 

A No. Tliat application included parka purposes, which 


17 

wouli have aiven us on additional discount of tO percent. 


ie 

which we did not — The did not approve that application. 


19 

They required us to purchase, without public benefit discount 


20 

the Tia ior portion of the 1 an<i, arid we then took it free ami 


21 

clear to do with what we thought best. 


22 

y Now, Kr . Nickerson, before we muddy the ►aturs, 


23 

if land is acquired by j r.unieiDal corporation for p, . our- 


24 

pjses, it cannot ■■e alienated for other purnoaes, isn’t tnau 


25 

I correct? 

1 

** ’ : ' * , . • ‘ ' * 

j. * w 
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4 Nickerson - cross/Jaapan 

A I don't know that to be a fact. If you acquire it from 

the GSA for park purposes, they put certain restrictions on 
you that you can't u 3 e it for other than par*, purpose:*. 

O Riqht. And if you dedicate land for park pur¬ 

poses within the County, it is inalienable for any other pur¬ 
pose without permission of the State Legislature. 

A I didn't know that -- if true. 

Q Ir any event, the purpose is announced here of 

other than park purposes, when you talk about education, 
public health, civic and cultural use, you intended those 
purposes for the Mitchell Field, did you not? 

MISS THOMPSON: Objection, the document 
speaks for itself, and is a Resolution of the 
Board of Supervisors, not of Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. JASPAN : It is signed by Mr. Nickerson. 

THI COURT• He may answer . 

TiiJ. WITNESS: Could you read the question? 
(Question read.) 

TPL' WITNESS: Yes. I think public health 
also got a benefit discount. Maybe some of the 
others, too. 

q After you acquired the land, did you hire a fin 

by the name of Welton Beckett for the purpose of developing 
i plans for the use of that area? 


25 


some 
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5 Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 

£ They were retained, I think for the development of tue 

civic and cultural center. 

q V/ere they retained to develop all or a portion 

of the 435 acres which you acquired in the first acquisition? 

A My recollection is tnat they were retained solely to 

develop the civic and cultural center, which would have in¬ 
cluded the Coliseum, the Concert Hall, and so forth. 

o Were these to be at Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

0 Isn't that the first concrete step you took for 

the development of Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

Q And that was to hire the firm — Did you charge 

them with a duty as to what they were supposed to do? 

A T think there was a letter, yes. 

0 ho you have a recollection of what you said to 

them? 

A I think that our assignment to them was that they were 

to develop a cultural and civic center. 

q ftnd that would be consistent with the terms of 

the application which you had filed with the Government? 

A well, that was only for a portion of the field. Yes, 

it would be consistent. 

0 By the time December of 1963 had come, you wad 


✓ 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 
already acquired this property, had you not? 
a j have forgot ten the date. 

o Tf I show you this resolution, will it refresh 

your recollection? 

j y 0b t it Tnust have been before December of 1^03. 

q The county was now the owner of tne property< 

A Ye3. 

o how, the document I showed to you, is taat a 

Resolution of the board of Supervisors of Nassau County, 

signed by you? 

A Yes, a copy of it. 

*(P. JASPTN. I offer it in evidence. 

MTSf' THOMPSON: ho objection. 

THI' ''T.rPK: Document marked as Defendant s 

Exhibit P. 

(So marked.) 

Mp. JASPI!:: For the purposes of tne record, 

1 will identify Exhibit E as ordinance ho. 230 of 
19S3. 

I voul J like to road into the record tho 


resolution part 

"That so much of the land acquired from 
the United States Ctovernnent located in the area 
known as Mitchell field .,ir Force base to oe 
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7 Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 

designated for Nassau County's educational, civic 
and cultural center, and not assigned for the use 
and pumosps of Nassau County College, be, and 

hereoy i .•> , named John r. Kennedy Fducational 
Civic and Cultural Center.*' 

| 

q, vid there core a time wnen reoorts were issued 

with respect to the John V. .tnrifJy Cultural Center/ 

A Yes. 

g I show you these three documents, and ask you 

whether those were documents issued out of the County wnile 
you wore the County executive? 

A Yes. 

. JASPA'I : T would like to have them 
narked in evidence. 

MTSR THOMPSON; Can those oe identified 
as to the time? 

ru. J.ASPAM: I will ask the witness. 

0 Perhaps you can help us, Mr. Nickerson. 

What in your guest ion? 

q Approximately wnen were these documents issued? 

ft This is one which has in red ink on it ‘office copy, 

Nassau County, John F. Keurn civ llducation si , Civic and cultural 
Confer " and refers to fire »rt.:; in Nassau county, 19feb, I 
think was issued in 19bfc. The other two were issued -- I know 


v 

\ 
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q Nickerson - crosa/Jaspan 

v/cre issued before that because they show Eugene Gibbons as 

Commissioner of Public Works. 

The first one I referred to shows Herbert Simmons 
as Commissioner of Public Works. He came after Gibbons, 
so I know these two are earlier than this one, and the '66 
one. 


(continued on next page.) 
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Nickerson-cronn/Tispan 

M*?. •lA'-V’A.M: 'll riuht, T • 11 nffrr them 

■ r 3r . t ■’1 v. T ’o’;1 ’ t* lint* ) c nil r i ohi.** r, f. ri'iflrs 
thi n l - -- 11 riciht , 

f r i v r 4 < i •, > r o'! . . - • Tr>hn 

F • "PTHW’ • ' 1 lC;it i'’.r il r ; i* i r ■>;•><’ 0.11 tli r "31 

r ' < nter , fourty of f 1 •• -gnu, '’'in-'no * . f’ i oVot r np , 
County r 'xr-cj t j vr>. 

"’ T, r cr.rny. Mrrko'l in o , *i'’enco •■>*? 

Oof on. ’ ant' « oxhihi ( r . 

f .‘Y> ’i irVo'3.) 

' 1 f. • '"ho rornn^ or- hiin the 

ri.TTu" '(O'-nl on it Vut. i~ in — in color. Tt has 
a hJu« face. 

••’IT C r ,".n'*: m irko ’ in rvj lonoo a*; 
u cf on’ nut ’ r hi!'*i 1 

(Co narked.) 

,,T> . ’Acv.tt': m, 'r' third op.- a] ;o entitled 

Countv, T nh" F. "frin^v r durational 
<” i v i o 3ii*l r iltunal Cr. n tor, ’ • i 1 i tt -if n,ir n ntlv 
wa*5 In* io*> around 1 'iff , h'*n .•» •ictnre o* v r. 

-I i ckor *;on or it. t ' - *■!,■> >r t 1.131* j 

i ’* n t i f y th ! . 

n.rt-: ; *i trVr ' in ovfdonor as 
r] O f ofii 1 a r; 1 • - jl,j' y 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 
{Bo narked.) 


BY MR. JASIAN t 

n Now, Mr. Nickerson, look at theso exhibits 

C, D and i: and tell ne what variety of purposes was 
suggested for the use of Mitchell Field by those exhibits? 
They are listed there, like a laundry list. 

A For a snail portion of Mitchell Field -- 


smal 1? 


Before you designate it as "snail," how 


I don't know the dimensions, but this exhibit. D 


gives you a picture of it, of the area that it coders. Tt 
shows a site plan for a coliseum, concert hall, f orun 
theatre, a couple of museums, a social center and a theatre 


in the round. 


Would vou look at the other two exhibits and 


see if there are any other purposes which are assigned for 
the development of Mitchell Field? 

A No. These relate solely to that center, 

o All right. 

Mow look — all right. Those were the 
purposes which were assigned Iy these reports? 

A Were assigned — that was the purpose of these 

reports, to show this civic and cultural center, 
n wight. 

A Proposed cultural civic and cultural center. 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 


2 

Mr. Nickerson, you are quoted in the -- in a 


3 

newspaper article which I will show you and I’ll ask you 


4 

if you are quoted accurately. 


5 

First let ne show you thin and ask you if you 


6 ' 

recall it at all. 


7 

MR. PELLMAN: is there a question before 

i 

8 

the witness? 


9 

MR. J AS PAN: I lust want t.o see if he 


10 

can identify the paper. 


11 

A Yes, I recall this. 


12 

0 All right. 


13 

No* havinq refreshed you recollection, did you. 


14 

in 1 act say, at the time of the takeover — T have to read 


15 

this -- 


16 

A Yes. 


17 

MISS THOMPSON: Could you mark it for 


18 

identification, please? 


19 

MR. JASPAN: Surely. 


20 

TH! CLERK: Document marked for identification 


21 

as defendant's exhibit F. 


22 

(So marked.) 


23 

0 T was asking you, Mr. Nickerson, whether you 


24 

in fact were quoted accurately by Mewsday on Tune 28, 1963, 


25 

when you said, "One of the most important questions was that 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 

of priorities amona, among the various cultural, civic and 
educational facilities prop* seu for the site"? 
a I Honestly don't, recoil, hut it's 1 ikelv T said 

teat. 

•j Newsctay always reflects you accurately, 

doesn't it? 

A Tt lie in those oays. 

q 2*tid did you also, on the sane day, say that 

among the high priority projects is a 2,000 student technics., 
and trade high school, for which ^5 Mitchell areas have 
been tentatively earmarked? 

A 2*5 acres.’ 

g ine story says, "Mitchell areas." T guess they 

m^an "acres." 

Axid a central reference library and headquarters 
for the Nassau hibrary system? 


A M ay t 

sec that? 



g 

Surely. 




hot mi rnaa 

the teat 

of It. 


And tii'i you 

a L >^0 c . a y 

that under consideration 


was a children'.» 4o<.>, a not am cal observatory, an art. 
qa.llory a museum of natural nistory, a nlanetarium, a 
museum of science and technology and a theater? 

A I rennnujor we uici talk alout too technical and trade 
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high school and T remember there was a tentative feeling on 
the part of the committee to put that up in the northeast 
corner. I may be wrong on that, thouq'i. 

There was a]so — there was also a thought for a 
central reference library, and that's reflected in the — m 
exhibit C, D and E. 

I remember the art. gallery, which also appears in 
C, 0 and E. And the theater. T don't recall our thinking 
of the children's zoo in Mitchell Field. I think we though l 
of that going into then Salobury Park. 

And I don't recall our thinking of the museum of 
natural history or the planetarium or the museum of science 
ami technology as going into Mitchell Field. 

0 The story is inaccurate then? 

A No, T wouldn't say that. It says "other projects 

under consideration include," but T don’t recall their 
being under consideration by the Mitchell Field planning 
Committee. I think the storv may be accurate. 

q Well, T show you, sir, another article from 

Hewsday, dated Auqust 9, 19H2, and ask you whether, in fact, 
this refreshes your recollection as to your list o * items 
under consideration at that time for inclusion in the 
Mitchell Field Development? 

MISS THOMPSON: I object, your Honor. 



Nickerson - cros9/Jaspan 
V?hy can't Mr. Jaspan simply ask Mr. 
Nickerson what was under consideration in a 
particular point of time? 

THE COURT* Whether he had it under 
consideration. 

This is about a year earlier. 

0 Yes. 

THE COURTi I will allow it. I will 
allow it. 

You recall I asked him the question when, 
during his tenure in office, did he first have 
the foreseeability that he would have low 
cost housing? 

This is all in compliance with it. 

MR. JASPAN* If your Honor pleases, 
what we're trying to establish is that the manner 
in vhich the County is developing Mitchell Field 
has a rational basis in history and in fact, and 
it was not designed to exclude people of any 
kind. 

THE COURT* I understand that. 

MR. JASPAN* And that I am going to show 
that everything we had ever planned to put into 
Mitchell Field came out of Mr. Nickerson's 








X 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 |! 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
2 ? 

23 

24 

25 


233 
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recommendations and others who worked for him, 

A (continuing) Tt says that there was a nroqram 

contained in a Jotter from ne to the os A, *n<i T honestly -- 
if you can show mm that letter? Tt will perhar s help, 
i don't recall that letter at t)is tine. 

O Well, let me show you an article fro*' the 

Lior.-j Island Press, dated Auqust 9, 196. , and ask you whether 
this refreshes your recollection as to the number of acres 
involved in these projioct.s, whether in fact it was small 
and wnat you were putting in there? 

A Miohfc T say, if you -- and I don’t recall, if 

I had the letter, T’d identify it. 

0 If you dorft believe the Press, would vou believe 

the Times? 

A T don’t believe or disbelieve, Mr. Taspsn. T’m 

tryinq to aaswor your questions honestly. 

O All riqht. 

T.et. me take this away. 

e>w T show /on this booklet and ask you if 
you know what it is? 

A Yes. This was prepared ), v Wil ton-n«i;kett for the 

County. 

TJIL’ COUPT : ’Jhea 1 »h that prepared, do 
vou know? 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 
THL WITNESS t T don't see a date on it, 
your Honor. This was in the early staaes, T 
think. 

Let ne see if T can find a date. 

Q VaR it prepared after the land was acquired? 

MISS THOMPSON: lie doesn't have a date so 
he can't answer that question. 

A I think it was prepared after the land was acouired, 

though. Yes. There is a date on this, which came --r I 
believe this addendum number 1 came after the main volume. 

C Lot's deal with the main volume first. 

A I'm tryin<-' to identify this date and T think this 

will be helpful. The addendum is dated Auqust 15, 1965. 
T)iis bigger one was earlier. 

0 This is the report that was submitted to you 

by Welton-HeekettV 

A I believe it was addressed to the Mitchell Field 

Planning Committee. 

0 Wo LX — 

A Of which ' was a member. 

0 It was a county document? 

A v e«. 

MR. .TAPPAN: i offer it in evidence. 

MT r . p , THOMPSON: No obiection. 









t 


Nickerson - cross/Jaapan 
THE CLERK 1 Dooklet narked in evidence 
as defendant's exhibit G. 

(So marked.) 

Q Now, Mr. Nickerson, T yoi to look at 

defendant's exhibit G and particularly -- let's see if t.noy 
number these paqes. 

Can you mark this nane, so that we can 

refer to it, as <3-1, or somethina? 

THE CLERKi n age marked in evidence as 

defendant's exhibit G-l. 

(To marked.) 

Q Now, you testified, of course, that you 

didn't remember how much land was to be used for the John 
F. Kennedy Fducntional, Civic and Cultural Center? 

T'n showinn you this report f rom Welton- 
Peckett and ask you if this would refresh your recollection? 
A As to the amount of acreage? 

0 Whether it was all or part of the acreane 

acquired from the Government? And 7 — i f T can help yon? 

T)i j g is what you — this is what you acouired. If ynu 
look at it. And these are the — 

A What wan your question? 

0 Whether you car now refresh your r cool lert ior. 

as to whether the cultural center war to occupy all or part; 
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of the* land aeouired from the Federal Government? 

A No, it v/ts not. 

O ’-’hat does that hook say? 

A This was what Welton-Seckett suqqested. It certainly 

was not in my mind. 

0 No. This is what the report recommenced? 

A This is — yes. Tt speaks for itself. 

0 All riqht. tie fore T qet to the addendum. 

nil you continue to press for the development 
of the field as the John F. Kennedy Cultural Center? 

A Mot of the entire tie id. I did press for the 

development of that center in a portion of the field, yes. 

n And weren't you pressinn f or the development 

of the center in accordance with the T, ’elton-hoekett plan? 

A No. T mean, as far as the architectural aspects of 

it are concerned, the podium and ro forth, set of buildinqs 
they had then* yes. 

■) Now I show you -- I withdraw that. 

i there a time when you were writ inn 
articles for the Lone Island Press every Sunday? 

A Yes. 

o Ts this one of them? 

' ’hat' 3 the date of it, Mr. Nickerson? 

A There is no date. There is a penciled date. 
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o What date i-* up there? 

A It's January 14, 1968, T don't know whether that's 

a correct date or not. 

^ Well, that'e nanv "ears after the issuance 

of the welton-’icckett report"’ 

A what' s your question now? 

0 Well, whether you were cushion for the 

development of the J.F.Y. center as late as 1966? 

A Absolutely. 

Q All rlqht. T'd like to offer this in 

evidence. 

MIPS THOMPSONJ No objection. 

TFF CLFPK t Newspaper article marked 

in evidence as defendant's exhibit H. 

(So marked.) 

0 T nhow you what's been marked as -- or labded 

here as the addendum number 1 to the John F. Kennedy 
educational Civic, cultural center, a report on the 
schematic plans by Welton-Feckett, and ask you whether 
that's another one of the documents submitted to the 
County by Helton-P.eckett? 

A . Yes. 

o And was that in furtherance of this cultural 

center development idea you were talkinq abouf"' 
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Nickerson-cross/Jaspan 

A Yes. This was — this went — came with that exhibit, 

the biq one, or came after it, and purported to show 
schematics with respect to the actual buildinqs. 

MR. JAf PAN t I offer it in evidence. 

MIr>S THOMPSONi No objection. 

Till' CLl'.RK i So narked as defendant's 
exhibit 1 in evidence. 

(So marked.) 

Q Mr. Nickerson, did you reqard the development 

of the cultural, civic and educational center as the 
rational use for Mitchell Field? 

A A part of it. 

0 Yes. And — I withdraw that. 

Now, I call your attention, Mr. Nickerson, 
to exhibit 7, which sets forth on one of these drawings 
the following rreposed uses. Coliseum. Do you believe that 

a coliseum should be at the 

T started to build it. 

P.iqht. It's now functioninqj is it not? 

A library? 

A social center? 


A Yes. 

0 

A Yon. 

Q 

A . Yes. 

n 
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A 


Yes 
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Nickerson - cross/Jasoan 
Q A concert hall? 

A Yes. 

0 A forum theater? 

A Yes. 

A fine art? museum? 


A Yes. 

C A museum of history, science and technology? 

A Yes. 

0 Did you also believe, Mr. Nickerson, or 

state from time to time, that one of the prime purposes for 
the development of land in Nassau County was to have open 
space? 


A Prom time to time. 

Q Yes. 

And did you publicly state that one t:.' the 
rational uses for Mitchell Field vas to have park area? 

A At one or mere times, yes. 

0 Well, do you still believe that's a rational 

use? 


A Not so much any more. 

0 Not so much land, or not so much that you 

don't bdieve? 

A Not so much land, and I'm not sure that that's the 

appropriate place for it. In fact, T don't th'^k it. in. 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 


y Did there core a tine, Mr. Nickerson, when the 

County acquired A6.9 acres of land from the Government for 


park purposes? 

A I believe we did. 

n And did the deed provide that it -- if you 

didn't -- did not use it for park purposes, it woulc revert 
to the Government? 

MTSS THOMPSON: Do vou have the deed? 


MT. J AS PAN: Yes, v;o do. V T e'll show it 


to you. 


THE COURT: All right. "’ake a recess at 


this point, 


Mb. GASP AN: Ail right. 


THF WITNESS: t think that — 


TUF COURT: Stop down. 


(Pecess taken.) 


(continued on the next page.) 
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Nickerson - crossAlnr.pan 
(After reci'^.F.) 


F JJ n E N F NIC ’* F n s o N, recoiled as a 

witness, havino previously been :!ul” sworn, 

i , n ,i t-pgtified further as follows: 

resumed Lue jtani.. an i t-csuii t«= 

CRO<^ EXAMINATION 

BY MR. JASPAN: (continued) 

0 I show you this dond. T believe you had a 

chance to look at It durinq the recess. And I ask yon 
whether that is the deed under which the County acquired 
from GSh some G7 acres of land for nark and recreational 

use? 


Yes, I believe it was. 

MP.. JASPANi You have looked at it? 

MISS THOMPSON: Vpp. 

MR. JASPAN: T offer it in evidence. 

THE COURT : Just read it into the record 
TJiF CTiF.RK: Deed marked in evidence as 

defendant' r exhibit .7. 

(Document referred to, boino a deed, 
was received and marked defendant's exhibit 
.7 in evidence.) 

MR. JA^PMJ: Now, 7 would like to rent, 
into the record the restriction which appear 
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Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 
on paqe one. 

"The above described premises sbaLi be 
forever used and maintained as and for public 
pa/k and public recreational areas and for 
those purposes only in accordance with the 
approved proqram contained in offer to purchase 
an application dated September 11, 1967, as 
amended by letters dated January 2 and 16, 1968, 
submitted on behalf of the County of Nassau as 
Droved by report prepared by Northeast Reqioral 
Office, bureau of Outdoor Recreational Department 
of the interior, dated January, 1968, incorporated 
herein by said reference with the same force and 
effect as if herein fully set forth... 

Paraqraph 

"The party of the second part, county of 
Nassau, will not sell, lease, assiqn or otherwise 
dispose of the premises except to another local 
oovernment anencv that the Secretary of the 
interior or his successor in function is satisfied 
can assure the continued use and maintenance of 
the pronerty for a public park and public 
recreational area purposes ... 

q Now, in connection with the acquisition of tha 
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land there came a time when the County of Nassau made the 
formal application referred to? 

A Yes. 

o Was the formal application contained in 

exhibit 9, this book, designated Nassau Center? 

A This is the — for the park land? 

g For 151 acres. 

A That is the one that you just referred to in the 

deed? 

0 Well, that is part of it. Let me straiqhten 

it out. Let's forqet about that deed for the moment. 

A I dor't recall whether this was a part of it or not. 

Q I am askina you to look at exhibit 9 — 

A Yes. 

0 — and I am callinq your attention to the 

following language which appears on some unnumbered page 
towards the rear beginning with the words, "...by this 
application..." 

will you read it for us, please? 

A Yes. 

"...by this application, Nassau County hopes to 
acquire the remaining 153 acres for industrial use, and 
park land. All applicable discounts available under Federal 
statutes are requested..." 
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0 Now, did the County get additional land as a 

result of that apolication? 

Just my questions, Mr. Nickerson, please. 

A 'la did apply c or the additional land. 'fe did get 

additional land. 

0 Now, is industrial use for any part of 

Mitchell Field a rational use of that land? 

A Absolutely. 

n As i matter of fact, weren't you amoncr those 

who said that to maintan the facilities for the benefit of 
all the people in the County, we have to have ratables in 
there? 

jy T don't recall sayinq that. T remember thinking and 

sayino that we should have industry there. 

') Now, industry provides a number of benefits, 

does it not? 

A Yes. 

o What are those benefits? 

A Jobs primarily. And from the olanner's standpoint, 

it- means people there to relate to the renter in the course 
of the day, so that people -- 

Q Does it provide tax revenue to the school 

district and to the County? 

A Yes. 






c s , 


•/ere CriC'.tv 


in Mitchell 
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That is an important point too, is it not? 

thin)' that in so. 

• ow, for" Lhi-rj. rt‘OiV!’v»n -ations while you 

1 1 ’ ” ' ' 11 ' i-i'i: Li*?;, n rjf o^fire buildings 


jOU rerno ’’- r to what, decree the reeomnendatib 


was? 


T ’or.’* 


t understand y.>ar ojestion. 


<11, iow nnoii r.fficG spnoe was there? 

A T don't recall. 

■'ar it millions r e square r cet? 

A I Ion • t recall. 

11, would vou regard the use of portions of 
the oronir.es of Mitchell Field for office space as a 
rational iso? 

A Absolutely. 

ow , y' ,u tcs».i r irc' before that a resolution 
of the hoard of Supervisors, if r recall it correctly, had 
th» 'iff-’t t of "ioptinn a plan prepare^ K y the Mitchell Field 
Task Force for the development of Mi hr)oil Field? 

A T don't r- call that testimony. 

'r, let no show you the resnlt ior again -- 


T.et me get the nuo| e.r for gou. 
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2 

MR. BELLMAd: That is exhibit number 13. 

3 

m (continuing) Plaintiff's exhibit number 13. 

4 

Do you recall testifying about plaintiff's exhibit number 13? 

5 

A I recall icont if yincj it. 

6 

Q How, I call your attention to the second paqe 

7 

of the resolution signed by you on October 10, 1965 and 

8 

approved by the hoard of Supervisors, and call your attention 

9 

to the third paragraph which is the first resolution 

10 

paragraph. 

11 

.'ould you real that please, sir? 

12 

A Do you want ne to road it aloud? 

13 

Q Please do. 

14 

A "Resolved that the County i.xcoutive. is hereby 

15 

authorized and empowered to file an application and a 

16 

comprehensive plan approved by the Mitchell Field Planning 

17 

Committee for tnc utilization of the said approximate 191 

18 

acres with the General Cervices Administration..." 

19 

o Fo that resolution that dealt only with the 

20 

191 acres for which application was being made in 1966? 

21 

A I believe so. 

22 

n Ho, when you were applying < or land -- I am 

23 

sorry -- when the County was applying for land in the 

24 

northwest corner of Mitchell Field, did you have any 
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Nickerson-cross/Jaspan 
A In the northwest corner? 

Q •■Tell, the extra acreage ve are talking about. 

A '.’ell, T an cure there must have been. 

'as there conpotition from the Town of 

Hempstead? 

A T believe so, yes. 

n I show you a resolution adopted July 26, 1966 

from the Town of Hempstead and ask you if you are familiar 
with that. 

A No, T have never seen it. 

MR. JASPAN: Mark it for identification. 

Q Who was the County executive — I am sorry — 

who was the presiding supervisor of the Town of Hempstead in 
1966? 

A I think it was Mr. < aso. 

TMF CLF.PK s Document marked for identification 
as defendant's exhibit K. 

(Document referred to was received and 
narked Defendant's exhibit K for identification. ) 

0 Mow, T show you a news release and ask you if 

this refreshes vour recollection an fo what happened with 
respect to the application, or whether there was an appli¬ 
cation by the Town of Hemr.ntead? 

(Witness examines document.) 


r 











Nickerson-cross/Jaspan 


A I recall now there was an application by the Town 

of Hempstead. 

q Isn't it a fact, Mr. Nickerson, that the 

Town of !leno 3 tead applied for some of that land and wanted 
to use at least 55 acres of it for housing, and you opposed 

that? 

A In that part of the field, yes. 

o well, vou opposed the application by Mr. Caso 

to use the land for liousina? 

A In that 101 acres we were acquirina. 

0 You wanted it for industry use and for park 

land and open space; isn't that a fact? 

A That part of the field, yes. 

MR. JAFPAN: I would like to introduce 
this — lot me mark it for identification. 

THh WITNESS: T- haven't seen that 
release. I can't identify that release. 

MU. JASPAN: I'm only narkinq It for 
identification because Mr. Caso will be here. 

Hut what T am sayino is does this refresh your 
recollection and you say it did. 

THE CLERK: Document marked for 
identification as defendant's xhibit L. 


(Document re 


ferred to is received and 
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marke'' defendant's exhibit, h ( or identification.) 

Q Mow, did there cone a time, Mr. Nickerson, 

when the suggestion was made bv vou or someone else tha~ 
Mitchell Field would be a good 'lace f ’ r ' a county seat? 

A T remember we considered that and rejectee »-t. >o 

someone mu9t have suggested it. 

0 Well, was it considered ''-erioutvly at any 


time? 


v?e had someone do a study, if 1 recall, to — as to 


whether it made sense. 


And was it Arthur D. Little? 


I don't remember. 


well, T show you this book and auk you whether 


this was a study. 

(Handing.) 

(Witness examines document.) 

A T honestly don't recall this. hut someone nuiPt have 

told me about it if I didn't see it. 

o Well, was the study ordered by the County or 

Mitchell Field Development Corporation? 

A No, 1 think — Yen, it shows it was a report to the 

Mitchell Field development Corporation. T don't. i«c«dl 
seeino it though. 

MR. .TAFPAN: T offa r it in evidence. 
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MISS THOMPSON: There ism foundation. 

THE COURT: He doesn't recall seeing it. 

MR. JASPAN: He says it was the Mitchell 
Field Development Corporation — 

THE WITNESS: I said it is addressed. 

On the cover it shows it. 

MR. JASPANt Wn will mark it for 
identification. v;e will have a foundation in. 

You will qet it. 

THE CLERK: Marked for identification 
as defendant '3 exhibit N\. 

(Document referred to was received and 
marked defendant's exhibit N for identification.) 

0 Now, I want to revert aqain, Mr. Nickerson, 

to whether your understanding was that all 435 acres were 
to he used or only a portion for the educational, recreational 
and cultural center. 

I show you a Newsday story dated June 14, 1963, 
and I call your attention particularly — 

THE COURT: Is that a Lonq Island Newspaper, 
Newsday? 

MR. JAT*PAN: That is a small paper out there. 

Till COURT: I don't know. T am not going 


out to Lonq Island to find out 
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MR. JASPAN j it is the largest newspaper 
in the world, T think. 

THE COURT: I do not nean to be facetious. 

T really didn't know. I know of the Long Island 
Press. 

MR. HYMAN: Tt is like the Staten Island 
Advance, Judge. 

Till?, COURT: I am not going into semantics 
between the two papers. 

MR. JASPAN: No, this was an Alicia 
Patterson-Cnptain Guggenheim paper. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

0 Mow, does this refresh your recollection as 

to whether you did not, in fact, say that you were going to 
use all of the 435 acres for an educational center and 
cultural center? 

A No. 

0 The story is inaccurate? 

A No. 

(continued on the next page.) 


25 








Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 
3 Well, what does the story say? 

MISS THOMPSON: I object. 

THE COURT: To what? 

MISS THOMPSON: He can't testify to what 
the story says. 

THE COURT: Well, I read something in 
the paper, and I know I didn't say it. I won't 
call them up because then they will say something 
else I didn't say. They axe mad because I never 

talk to them. 

q Does that refresh your recollection? 

No. 

MR. JASPJVN: All right, we will mark it 
for identification. That is all on that question. 

THE CLERK: Document marked for identifi¬ 
cation as Defendant's Exhibit N. 

(Document referred to was received and 
marked Defendants Exhibit N tor Identification.) 

THE COURT: tou eay, you don't recognise 
the story? That is possible, too, you know. 

THE WITNESS: I recognise the context of 
that story. I don't remember, your Honor, saying 
we are going to turn all of this into a civic and 
cultural center. And that was never in my mind. 
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THE COURT: Well, at the time when you 
read it, did you do what I do, say nothing, or 
did you call them up and object to it? 

THE WITNESS: Oh, no, I‘m not saying that 

story is inaccurate. 

THE COURT: Okay. You are a much better 

politician than I am. 

Q In 1968, were you campaigning for the quick 

development of the Reference Library at Mitchell Field? 

A I was urging it. 

q I show you this story and ask you whether this 

refreshes your recollection. 

MISS THOMPSON: There is no recollection 

to refresh. 

Mr. Nickerson answered the question. 

THE COURT: Show it to him and see if he 
knows the story. 

A Yes, I think this is accurate, that I was moving ahead 

on plans for a Central Reference Library. 

0 And you regarded .that as a rational use for som^ 

of the lard at Mitchell Field? 

A Absolutely. 

q I show you this paper and ask you whether the 

handwritten portions are your handwriting (handing)? 


/ 


I 
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NO. 

q Do you recognize the handwriting? 

No. 

MR. JASPAN: Just mark it for identifi¬ 
cation . 

THE CLERK: Document marked for identifi¬ 
cation as Defendant’s Exhibit 0. 

(Document referred to was received and marked 

Defendant's Exhibit 0 for identification.) 

MR. JASPAN: You can’t look at it. It is 
only marked for identification. It will confuse 
you. (Addressing Mr. Bellman.) 

THE COURT: Not here. If you before 

me in the State Court, you can't look at anything. 

But over here, identification is the same thing 
as evidence, almost. They just pass it around. 
q Mr. Nicke.-son, were you a delegate to the 196 7 

Constitutional Convention? 

A No. 

0 Did you make suggestions for inclusion in the 

work of that Convention, certain proposals? 

A Ye3. 

Q And was one of the proposals that Counties be 

given housing powers? 


/ 
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4 Nickerson - cross/Jaspan 

A Yes. 

Q Was that incorporated in the package proposed 

by the Constitutional Convention? 

A Yes. 

Q As a matter of fact, the whole package went 

down by a vote of the electorate in the following general 
election, did it not? 

A Yes. 

q Hie County does not now have housing powers, is 

that right? 

A Not general housing powers. With respect to land which 

the County owns, I am not sure of the answer to that question, 

and I haven't researched it. 

Q Now, Mr. Nickerson, you talked about the popula¬ 

tion in the motels — 

THE COURTi You are talking about the 
County not being able to put up housing projects? 

THE WITNESS: They cannot create a Housing 
Authority. 

Q Now, you talked about population in motels. 

What was the highest number of individuals in motels during 
your administration? 

A I don't recall. Within the hundreds. 

Q Well, was it about 323? 
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A I think that may be low. 

q How bad was it? 

A I don't know. I remember it being in several hundreds, 

The figure that sticks in my mind is something over 500 fami¬ 


lies . 


is today? 


Do you know, sir, what the population in motels 


q Would it refresh your recollection if 1 told 

you it is around 100 or less? 

A No, I would nave no knowledge. 

q You have no recollection. 

Now, you testified about a proposed contract, or a 
contract with the Able Development Corporation. 

Was that for the construction of senior citixen housinc 

A That is what they were proposing, yes. 

q And I think if you examine the Exhibit, you will 

find it is for ten and a half acres. 

MISS THOMPSON: Plaintiff's Exhibit 16. 

Q (continuing) -- Plaintiff's Exhibit 16. 

Is that what it says, Mr. Nickerson? 

A The attachment recites, among other things, containing 

10.501 it looks like acres. 

q Now, do you know how many units were proposed 
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in that? 

A I have forgotten. 

Q Do you know whether i.t was more than 250? 

A I don't recall. 

Q Would you regard the construction of some senio 

citizen housing as a rational use tor Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

MR. JASPAN i I have no furtner questions. 

THE COURT: Do you nave any questions? 
(continued on next page) 
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KENNETH R. BEDFORD, called as 

a witness, first beinq duly sworn, testified 
as follows* 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. BE LI/4 AN t 

Q Mr. Bedford, where do you reside? 

A 9J Willow Avenue, Hempstead, New York. 

0 That is in Nassau County, is that correct? 

A Yes, it is. 

0 Where are you employed? 

A Fairchild Republic Company. 

Q What is your position there? 

A Employee relations administrator. 

Q How long have you been working for Fairchild? 

A Approximately 18 months or more. 

Q Mr. Bedford, are you affiliated with the 

plaintiff Long Island Region NAACP? 

A Yes, I am. 

0 Could you tell us what your affiliation is? 

A I was reqional director. Presently the New York 

State Finance Chairman. 

Q And could you tell me the period of time that 

you were reqional director? 

A For a period of two years and some odd months. 
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Bedford - direct 

A First of all, I would like to explain the role that 

lonq Island Region plays and how it comes about playina any 
particular role in a given area. 

Each branch is charqed with a responsibility of 
establishing housing conurittees. These housing committees 
are then responsible to pinpoint any proolems as far as 
housing or as far as descrinination on the part of any 
individual w* d is pressed for some reason or another by a 
landlord or an owner. 

These problems are then submitted to the Long Island 
Region and the Long Island Region in conjunction with its 
State conference, investigates these problems and determines 
whether or not there is justification for class action if 
the need should arise. 

t 

0 Do you know the number of members that 

belong to the chapters in the Nassau region? 

A In Nassau there are approximately in excess of 2,000 

members. 

r 

Q Membership is open to both blacks and whites, 

is that correct? 

A Yes, it is. 

0 Do you have any idea a3 to the racial makeup 

of the 2,000 some members? 

A No, I have never done n head count. 
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9 Sedford - direct 

fact that they are black, if they can afford hous¬ 
ing other than low income housing, they are not 
within that class. 

MR. BELLMAN: First of all, the class does 
not define the relevancy of the question. I am 
asking a generalized question, even if it doesn't 
relate to the class, and I maintain it relates 
to the class , but I am asking -- I don't understand 
why the objection is forthcoming in terms of class 
action. 

THE COURT: You may answer. 

A If I recall the question, Do I know of any minorities 

who work in Nassau County but live in the metropolitan area? 

Yes, I do. 

Q They live there because they are unable to find 

housing in Nassau County? 

MR. JASPAN: I object to that question. 

There is no proof th t the witness knows. 

THE COURT: Ho can't draw that conclusion. 

Q I am asking the witness, Do you know that? 

THE COURT? Do you know that as a fact? 

THE WITNESS: I don't know — 

THE COURT: If he has a factual statement, 



tell us, give us a name. 
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Sedford - direct 

THE WITNESS: I said, economically they 
cannot afford an apartment in the Nassau area. 

MR. JASPAN: I nove that that oe stricken. 

TriL COURT. They may not be able to afford 
one in New York City, either, unfortunately for 
both places. I agree with you, something should 
be done for them. 

What is the problem, and how to do it, that 
is the biggest problem. There is no question in 
my mind. 1 have no problems with tnat. 

q Uas your organization been involved at any time 

with the problem of finding housing for welfare or public 
assistance recipients who are forced to reside in motels? 

A Yes, we have. From time to time, we have tried to helj 

find housing for the people who were placed in motels. 


(continued on next page.) 
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EXAMINATION 
JASPAN: 

Q Mr. Bedford, where do you live? 

93 Willow Avenue, Hempstead. 

Q And do you own that house? 

Yes. 

Q How big a house is it? 

Two-family. 

Q And how many rooms? 

Eleven. 

Q And how many rooms do you occupy? 

Six. 

Q And who lives there with you? 

My wife and myself. 

0 And is that maintained by you? 

Yes. 

Q And is it in good condition? 

Yes, it is. 

Q And who lives upstairs? 

I have a family of four that lives upstai 
0 And — 

Three children *nd one -- a mother. 


0 


Is that also maintained by you? 
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A Yes, it is. 

q And is it in good condition? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Now, on the street you live, are there both 

black and whites? 

A Presently, yea. 

Q Yes. About how many black families and 

how many white families? 

A There are approximately four black families living 

on the street now. 

Q Four black and how many white? 

A I'd say approximately 18 white families. 

Q And what is the relationship, if any, 

between the black families and the white families? Is 
there any friction? 

A There is no hostility. 

q No. There is no hospitality? 

Now, are you familiar with the counties open 

housing act? 

A Yes, I ar... 

q And do you know what branch of the county 

administers that act? 

A Yes, I do. 


25 


r J 


Which one is it? 
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9 Bedford - cross 

A The Nassau County Hunan Relations Commission. 

Q Is that Mr. James Rice and Linda Levy? 

A Yes. 

Q And have they responded to complaints which 

may have been made from tine to time? 

A Ye3. 

Q And are they active in enforcing the law? 

A Yes. 

MR. JASFAN: I have no further questions. 

MR. HYMAN: No questions. 

MR. JASPAN: One other thing. 

U Did the WAACP bring a lawsuit against the 

Town of Oyster Hay? 

A Yes. 

Q And what is the basis for that lawsuit? 

A The basis is a housing charge, where there are 

no housing set aside -- no housing established for the 
middle or low income. 

Q Let me frame it differently, Mr. Bedford, 

and ask you -- tell me whether it is correct. 

Isn't there an allegation that there is 
land in Oyster Hay but that exclusionary zoninq has prevented 
its use? 
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Ye3, it is on zoninq. 
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10 Bedford - cross 

Q Yes. And that there Is land for the develop¬ 

ment of additional housing? 

A Yes. If the zoning was changed. 

MR. JASPAN: Thank you. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. BLLLMAN: I have one more question, 
your Honor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

q It is true, is it not, that your organization 

has brought this suit in a representative capacity, 
representing the members of the organization; is that 
correct? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: All right. You may step 
down. Thank you. 

MISS THOMPSON: Henry Liu. 

THE COURT: Is he a short witness? 

MISS THOMPSON: He'll be fair long. 

THE COURT: He'll be very long? 

MISS THOMPSON: Fairly long. 

THE COURT: Fairly .long? How long is that? 
MISS THOMPSON: An hour. 

THE COURT: No. I have to recess by 4:30. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. JASPAN: 

Q Mr. Kunz, you nave talked of regional planning. 

What is the relevant region in thia area? 

A In this case, the region we are referring to la Nassau 

and Suffolk Corn;ties. 

Q Planning should be on the basis of both the 

consideration of the needs of both Counties together? 

f 

A That's correct. 

Q When the Bi-County plan was submitted, did it 

deal only with Mitchell Field? 

A No, it dealt with the entire geographic area of Long 

Island. 

0 As a matter of fact, how many references were 

there to Mitchell Field in this whole report. 

A I cannot cite each one, but different subjects, trans¬ 

portation, for example, or the over-all plan — 

0 In terms of housing, what was the specific 

statement contained in your i3i-County plan? 

A That some housing should be provided at the centers of 

activities, such as Mitchell Field. 

Q That was merely used as one example, was it not 


25 


A 


That's correct 
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q You nade no recommendation that there must oe 

housing at Mitchell Field, did you? 

Tha land-use plan indicated a pattern for high-deniity 


housing on it 


And you wore using Mitchell Field as one example 


of a place where there could be housing? 


That's correct. 


You talked about all the crowding in Nassay 


County? 


Yes. 


q I ahow you Table 37 of the Nassau County compre- 

h«nslve plan, which i. Plaintiff* Exhibit 10, which I beli.v. 
you testified you read before it was issued? 

A That's correct. 

q Even though the hoard members never read it. 

And I ask you to look at the reference to ovar-crowding. Tel: 
me what it says, the Table 37? 

^ y ese "The overcrowded occupied housing units in 

Nassau County are 4.0." 

q How many Countieo and Areas are mentioned in 

that table? 

A Sixteen Counties, not counting Hew York City. 

q Sixteen Counties and Now York City? 

A New York City would be seventeen. 
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0 It would be more by my count, but in any event 

A Five more Counties, if you counted them separately. 

q Sixteen Counties and New York city» what was 

the range of overcrowding? 

A From 10.3 in New York City to 4.0. 

q Which had the best conditions with respect to 

overcrowding in all of this region? 


Nassau. 


Nassau County, right? 


Correct. 


Better than all the neighboring Counties? 


Correct. 


Yes. 


Better than Suffolk County? 


Better than Westchester? 


So we are the best in that area, aren't we? 


No challenge on that. 

q You talked about pockets of poverty. What did 


you mean by that? 


A These are areas with a large percentage of families 

that have incomes below the poverty level. 

q You related to total communities. Is that thf 

way the information shows up in the reports from which you 
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derived that information? 

A The material ie both upon a total oownurJ.ty basis and 

on a census tract basis. 

Q As a matter of fact, it is a census tract which 

influenced your comments with respect to which was a poverty 
community and which was not. 

A Yes . I pointed out which communities of various census 

tracts with a poverty problem were in. 

Q Did you say Hempstead had a poverty problem? 

A The village of Hempstead, yes. 

Q What kind of a village is that in terns of the 

type of construction, in terms of the people; describe it. 

A A community of — a village of 40,000 people with a 

black population of about one-third, and it's got a mixture 
of single-family homes on typical 50 by 100 foot lots, and 
six-story apartment buildings at the other range, with housinc 
for low-income families, middle income and upper income. 

q It is a pretty modern area, isn't it? 

A The central portion of the community is redeveloped. 

The south portion is awaiting renewal because of its obsolete 


nature. 


And it is being renewed by municipalities, is 


that correct? 


The village is renewing it. 





> 
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Q And the central region van renewed by a munici~ 

pality? 

A That's correct. 

C 'Hitch municipal 1 ty did that? 

A The village. 

0 hocal government? 

A Correct. 

Q how many tracts run through the village of 

Hempstead? 

A Seven. 

■-«e 

0 And how rany of those tracts show pockets of 

poverty? 

A One of the 3even is in the highest: category, and a 

second ono is in the next highest category. 

0 You didn't uay that whon you testified oefore, 

you naid the village of Hempatead is a pocket of poverty. 

You don't mean that, do you? 

• 

A No. I said one tract in too village of Hampstead, when 

' A '■ 

— I believe the question wan, what tracts were«in.Heated, 

»/ 

and what communities are they in? 

0 Would you say now that Hempstead is a pocket of 

poverty, tne village of Hampstead? 

A It's got a pocket of one area in iiore, the aoutnwesterr 

portion of Hempstead village has a ix>c*r*t of poverty. 




• I — 


* 



( 
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600 families. 


600 families below tne poverty level in a villag 


of 40,000 people; Is that correct? 


That's correct. 


And that Is sufficient to characterize the whole 


village as a poverty area? 

MR. BELLMANt Objection. 

THE COURT t He said, one tract. 

MR. JASPAN: Now he says it. That isn't 
what he said before when he. testified or direct. 

Q If I vent through other areas, would we ooine up 

— not necessarily with the sane percentages, but the same 


point that you were picking out, tracts within other 


A With the exception of Lakeview, where the entire tract 

is classified as a poverty area. 

Q Lakeview is a black community, is it not? 

A That's correct. 

0 What kind of houses do they have there? 

A Almost all single family, or two-family. 

0 And they are nice houses, aren't they? 

A Some are very good. 

0 It's a very nice community, isn't it, physically 


It'a not bad. 
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q It is not * question of needing housing in 

Lakeview, is it? 

It's a question of overcrowding in Lakeview. 
q You ssy we have the lowest overcrowding in this 

whole region of 17 counties and the City of New York? 

A According to this figure r 9.2 percent of all the housicg 

twits in Lakeview are overcrowded. 

0 Who made that survey? 

A The Census Bureau. 

q They didn't have experts go out? . 

A They make a classification of the sise of the house, 

related to the number of the people in it. 

t 

Q These are enumerators, a local citizen or some¬ 

body in the cossnunity who went out and — 

A It could have been a self-enumeration. 

Q But no professional made that study? 

A No, In this case the question is asked of how many 

people are in the dwelling unit, and how many rooms in it, 
and the calculation is made by the Census Bureau, and that 
determination is made by them. 

q How many people live in Lakeview? 

A About 6,000. 

Q Out of a population of a million, four hundred 

and thirty-two thousand. 
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town of Hempstead is doing somathing about it, isn't it? 

A That's right. 

0 It is not bsing ignorsd? 

A It is not. 

Q Glen Cova, how many paopla liva in Gian Cova? 

A 25,770 in the census. 

Q What kind of problems do we have there in terms 

of poverty? 

A A problem of sub-standard housing units within the 

range cf the business district, and in sobs cases, poos 
families living in the public housing units that exist in the 
city, and elderly people in some of the older fringe areas to 
the northwest of the business area. 

Q Let's get specific. Glen Cove has what kind of 

a population, black or white, or both? 

A . Doth. 

0 What kind of mix? 

A The black population is about a quarter. 

0 They live together side-by-side with the whites, 

right? 

A Yes. I 

Q Are all the black people poor? 

A The blacks are concentrated in one section of the 

city. 
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Q Aren't there oonoentrationa of other ethnic 
groupa out in the County? 

A Tea. 

0 What is the Five Town area, what kind of people 

live there in terms of ethnic background or religion? 

A Predominantly Jewish, aa ia Long Beach. 

Q And aren't there aimilar concentrationa of 
varioua ethnic groupa out in the County? 

A That there are. 

Q Doea your plan Intend to deatroy theae ethnic 

concentrationa at all? 

A Not necessarily. 

Q Do you regard that as bad planning, to permit 

that kind of concentration of Jews to live with Jews, Italians 
to live with Italians, if they want to? 

A There is no attempt to change that. 

Q Is there an attempt to change the black mix? 

A Not directly in here. I would say the opportunity 

should be there to move to another area, if it ia possible, 
as other people have vacated the older areas that have deter¬ 
iorated . 

Q Aren't the blacks moving into Hempstead? 

A Hempstead village, yes. 


Q Arenh they? 
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2 

1 

A Certainly. 


3 

Q Uniondale? 


4 

A Yea. 


5 

q Aren't they getting opportunity? 


6 

A I was not qualified to answer that before, I don't 


7 

think I will. 


8 

THE COURTi He ia croaa-examining you. 


9 

THE WITNESSt I didn't anaver the ques¬ 


10 

tion before, though. 


11 

q Aren't people moving into houaea, black people 


12 

roving into houaea formerly occupied by whitea, in varioua 


13 

parta of the County? 


14 

A Prom the figures that shew in here, yea, they were 


15 

moving into areas that were more than half white at the 


16 

previous census. 


17 

q I want to get back to one point. Hr. Kuna: Whes 


18 

we talked about all the crowding, was there an improvement in 


19 

Nassau County in any period of time prio.v to the issuance of 


20 

that report, Plaintiff's Exhibit 10? 


21 

A The overcrowding percentage, you mean? 


22 

Q Yes. 


23 

A It improved from -- 


24 

0 County has improved, hasn't it; it went down 


25 

from 4.7 to 4, which is the lowest. Of their urban renewal 




















\ 


Kunz - crosa/Jaspan 371 

projects, other than In Inwood — 

A Yes. 

0 Where are they? 

A Long Beach, Freeport, Rockville Center, Hampstead 

Village, Spinning Hill area, Glen Cove, Roslyn Hoignts. 

0 Don't you view those as positive approaches to 

the problem of housing? 

A When housing is replaced in equal number, certainly. 

Q You favor urban renewal, don't you? 

A Absolutely. 

0 Are there communities where population is 

decreasing? 

A Yes. 

Q What communities are those? 

A Many of the western portion of Nassau County, the 

communities that have smaller houses, two-bedroom houses; 
these were ones that were occupied Oy a family with tholr 
two or three children in the 50's, and now, in many oases, 
just the parents remain. So these communities have lost 
population. 

0 Aren't there communities like Freeport which 

are losing population because they really need some sort of 
urban renewal? 

A No, Freeport's population is relatively stable. 
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Q Ara thare cotnmunitias where tha population ia 

withdrawn bacauaa the area needa rehabilitation? 

A Hall, Inwood loat population, that would characterise 

your quaation. 

Q And it ia being rebuilt, right? 

A ".lat’a correct. 

Q Now, what about Hicksville, ia there a aitua- 

tion in Hickavilla? 

A That haa loat population becauae the public improvement 

project, Rose and ao on, decreaaed the amount of houaing unite 
in the central portion of the community. 

Q To get — 

A And it's aging, too. 

(continued on next page.) 
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0 To gst to the point, Mr. Kuna, whsn you were 

being interviewed by me, didn't you have a point of view 
about what could be done in the central business areas of 
some of these communities, like Hicksville and Freeport? 

A That's right. 

0 Why don't you tell the Court what you told me. 

A He recommended that these older centers of activity 

be sites for new ooaaMrcial development, apartments and other 
higher density uses, because the services are already there. 

If we are Improving the road network and the public 
transportation, we already have the sewers and water, we feel 
these should be the plaoes of new activity, rather than 
working out on new land. 

In other words, within Nassau and Suffolk, these older 
areas should have a greater amount of concentration; that's 
the first part of our plan, the centers plan. 

Q The potential exists for housing in these areas, 

does it not? 

A That's correct. 

Q And a potential exists for housing of all types, 

low-income, middle-income and — 

A All types. 

Q And if we have a problem with low-income housing 

we could put it into these places in Hicksville and in Freeport. 
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Kuns-direct 

q Yes. will you road tha re c omma nil ation for 

Mitchell Field made by the Nassau Planning Commission, 
which appears on the beginning, under recommendations, which 

is roman numeral 16, page 16? 

A ■Recommendations» Construct 9,400 units for housing. 

If sufficient housing sites are scattered throughout the 
county, that number could be reduced. Ten percent should 
go for the elderly, 20 percent for Iw income families and 
70 percent for middle- and high-income families. 

in other words, with the 10, 20, 70 formula adopted 

by the State of New York. 

g You did, although the bi-county commission 

recommended housing in an area broader than Mitchell Field, 
you did also reooimnend housing to be on the site» is that 

correct? 

A The recommendation didn’t specify overall,but we 

showed on the land use plan parcels that you can interpret 
as being, you know, in and out of the ownership pattern, 

as shown on that map. 

g You stated that there was opposition to the 

interjection of housing in any community because of the 
impact on ratables; is that correct? 

A Because of the cost to the school districts, yes, 

families with children almost always object to them, if 
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MR. BELLMAN: Mr. Caso, please. 

TUI- COURT: The witness Liu has bean 
suspended and Mr. Caso will be called. 

RALPH G. CASO, having been called es a witness, 

was duly sworn by tne Clerk of the Court, took 
the stand and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. BELLMAN l 

Q Mr. Caso, where do you reside? 

A 2045 Baldwin court, Merrick, Lonq Island, Mew York. 

0 That’s in Nassau County, is it? 

A Yes. 

q Do you currently hold any public position? 

A I hold the public position of Nassau County Executive. 

q And you were elcted to that post? 

A In November of 1970, yes. 

0 Could you tell the Court what other public 

positions you nave held prior to becoming County Executive? 

A Well, my public career*qoes back to' v 1935 When I was a 

councilman on the Hempstead Town Board, until 1961 when I 
was elected supervisor of the Hempstead To#« Board. 

And then in 1965 I was elected presiding supervisor 
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of the Hempstead Town 


Board and served in that capacity until 
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Those are the* two agencies that come to mind. 

Q It's true, is it not, Mr. Wells has overall 

supervisory responsibility under you for the development 
of Mitchell Field? 

A Supervisory, I would say yes. 

Q Now, has your administration given any consid¬ 

eration to the type of development which will take place 
on the County held land of Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. I think going back to even before the time that 

I was County Executive, we have talked in terms of the 
devlopment of the property acquired by the County for 

c 

scientific, educational and cultural purposes. And that 
has always been in the background of how we have tried to 
advance the plan, even to the present date we're developing 
it along those lines. 

Q . What are the — within this framework of 

(' < . 

the scientific> educational, cultural purpose, what are 
the specific uses that your administration currently is 
considering for Mitchell Field in addition to the Coliseum 
which is already there,of course. 

A We presently are ready to move forward with the 

construction of _a_ central reference library, which will 
serve all of the residents of our county, and that will be 
a public purpose developed under the aegis of a Board 
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of Trustees established by the State Education Department. 

We also are developing an area for a recital hall 
to meet the cultural needs of the County. And that would 
be in that area near the Coliseum. 

«v 

There has always been discussion about the need for 
a hotel, which w ould n ot be public, but which would be 
built by private enterprise, but a hotel was always contem¬ 
plated as part of the development of this area at Mitchell 
Field. 

The County acquired some 66 acres, 67 acres, which 
is in the heart of the area for park purposes. We got 
it for a discount. When I say we, I mean Nassau County 
Government purchased it at a discount for park purposes, 
and we're in the process of developing a plan for that. 

We also are setting aside property in the northwest 
quadrant and along Oak Street at Mitchell Field for a — 
which I call a complex for the handicapped, where there 
would be some 35 or 40 acres that would be set aside for 
Boises, which is the school district agency charged 

with responsibility of developing programs for the 
handicapped, the retarded, the emotionally disturbed and 
cerebralsied, and also some form of a technical and trade 
high school, which we do not have as such in Nassau County. 

We have also been thinking in terms of a police 
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precinct thara to serva the needs of the area, with polios 
protection. Recently the County acquired the bus system 
and we must now add a bus facility that will take care of 
the busses and the office for our subsidiary authority that 
was created by M.T.A. And that is also planned as part 
of the development. 

And we also have to provide in the area a firehouse 


for fire protection and the Hempstead Plains, which is 
property that ecologists and conservationists have asked 
us to keep in its natural state, takes up about fifty acres. 

I think that generally relates how we're planning 
the development of the field. 

Q You are also, are you not, considering the 

development of the Santini property for some old-age 
housing, in conjunction with the Hempstead Housing 
Authority? 

A Yes. The Santini area, which is about eighty acres, 

is considered for senior citizen housing and also for a 
commercial and Industrial development to bring in ratables 
for that particular area. 

Then there is a tract of land on the turnpike which 
is also being considered for commercial development. 

0 How many acres are there at the Santini site? 

A I think roughly eighty acres in all. 
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for the Mitchell Field area? 

A Yes, I think so. We have, of course, up at the 

northerly section, which is on Stewart Avenue, again 
for identifcation, there is acreage which the Federal 
Government owns on which will be developed a Federal office 
complex. That has been approved, some 75 million dollars, 

I believe, and it is just a question now of putting the 
plan together and developing that. 

In addition to that, th-re is some 15 acres which is 
marked in rod, which the County is holding for County 
Government purposes as part of, again, a Governmental 
complex when the Federal office building is built. 

There is also on the north side of Stewart Avenue, 
that section up at the top there, where the Federal 
Government has acquired property and they are going to 
an F.A.A. office, we're told — 

Q That is north of Stewart Avenue, correct? 

A Yes, that the County no.longer owns, the F.A.A. 

and the Federal Government has a portion of. it, and the 
Town of Hempstead has just acquired a portion of it for 
a recycling plant. 

Q Dut ..that la not part of the County holdings? 

A No. 

Q Except for that 15.3 acres, the other parcel 
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Caso-direct 

Q Now, could you tall the Court why you — now, 

you said it has also been your consistent position on the 
subject of housing at Mitchell Field? Is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Could you tell the Court why you believe housing 

should be excluded from Mitchell Field? When I say this, I 
keep in mind that there is the 250 units at the Santini, 
but I am referring to any additional units. 

A First of all, I think that it has to be made clear — 

and I am sure it has already been done on this trial — that 
the County does not have housing powers. So that as far as 
Nassau County building houses in Mitchell Field, it cannot do 
so as Government, because that authority rests with the towns 
and villages in our County. 

Zoning, which is also a question of whether you are 
going to have housing — 

THE COURT: Mitchell Field is in what town? 

THE WITNESS: It is in the town of Hempstead. 

THE COURT: Hempstead? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: So, it would have to bo the Town 

of Hempstead that would do it? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Would it need an approval from the 
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THE COURT* I am trying to find out what 

3 

I am supposed to do when it is all over. 

4 

Go ahead. 

5 

I am right back where Iwas yesterday 

6 

morning. 

7 

THE WITNESS* —so, you know my position — 

8 

TIIE COURT* Have you ever conceived a denial 


--- ----- 

9 

of building houses there for racial reasons? 

10 

THE WITNESS* Absolutely not. 

11 

S THE COURT* Have"you'ever'consldered that 

12 

/ the Blacks — not to put Blacks there for racial 

13 

/ reasons — and therefore# you would not put housing 

14 

there. 

15 

I THE WITNESS* of course not. 

16 

THE COURT: Has that ever entered into your 

17 

consideration? 

18 

1 THE WITNESS* Never. 

19 

\ THE COURT* Have you no housing laws because* 

20 

\ you may have to put Blacks there? 

21 

^THE WITNESS* Ahi'^nfaly nvt__ 

22 

THE COURT* Go ahead. 

23 

That is the issue in the case# you know. 

24 

You know what the issue in the case is# that 

25 

the Puerto Ricans# poor Blacks and poor Whites should 
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housing should not be included in the County-owned 
land. 

And I would li.Ve to understand — I think 
my question was, — you may have given an answer, 
but it has been a while ago, and I just don't 
recall — will you please tell me why you believe 
that houninrr should not be located at Mitchell 
Field? 

A Because in the time that I have been working on 

the acquisition as well as the development of Mitchell Field, 
going back as you yourself have indicated in 1961, when it 
was first declared surplus, the contemplation of tha County 
in acquiring the property was civic, cultural and 
educational purposes. It was never bought for housing because 
of the fact that even back in 1961, and even after that, 
the County has no housing powers. 

So it was never contemplated that this property would 
he acquired for housing. It was meant to take care of the 
needs of our County, which is a million and a half people, 
in the areas of nubile facilities as presently do not exist, 
and should belonq in a central area, such as Mitchell Field. 

q Mr. Caso, is it also your position that housing 

in the basic tract of Mitchell Field, be Inconsistent with 
a civic, educational and cultural purpose? 
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of tha paopla of Nassau County, fait about tha issua of 
housing at Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

Q It is true, is it not, that they ware in 

large part opposed to the inclusion of any housing at 
Mitchell Field? 

A I would say that they wore opposed to any massive 

development of Public housing at Mitchell Field, for many 
reasons; primarily, the impact it would have on tha 
ccjaunities, especially those that surround the area, the 
tax burden, th e ne ed^for schools, the other questions of 
“congestion, and so on. 

v) But they were generally in favor of your 

position tnat there should oe no housing, not just large 
developments, but no nousing on Mitchell Field; is that 
correct? 

A I would say that they basically felt that that was 

not the place to solve tne housing needs for Nassau County, 
by having massive development of houcxng at Mitchell Field. 
That would be basically so. 

I think that in the context of the campaign of 1970 
we should not lose sight of the fact that at that time, 
as we talked about the development of Mitchell Field, that 
I came up with an alternate plan for housing through out 
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antiza County, which was the scattarad aita plan which 
waa put forth aa a means of trying to aolva tha housing 
naada of Nassau County. 

THE COURT: Cone up a minute. 

(Discussion at the bench, off tha 
record.) 

THE COURT: We will take a five-minute 

recess. 

(Recess.) 

THE COURT: We will let him go and bring 
him back. I don't want to rush you on it. 

MR, BELLMAN: He is an important witness, 
^ your Honor. 

I told your Clerk a half-hour would 
not be enough. 

THE COURT: It is unfair to everybody 
to continue for a half-hour. I would juat aa 
soon bring him back. We will let him go 
because I don't think we can finish him in 
a half-hour. \ 

It may very well be you may not need 
to call him later on, anyway . 

MR. BELLMAN: On the record, I want 
to state that we do intend to call him. 
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have that kind of authority. 

The best we can do is encourage, and whan we do find 
listings, opportunities, we puah them, but moat people find 
their own. 

I would imagine now — I can't back this up with 
hard data — but I would imagine where you have heavy 
concentrations of Black people, you'd find Black people from 
the motels going to those areas. I think they gravitate to 
where housing is available; they have relatives and so on. 

It is not a deliberate manipulation on our part by 
any means. 

Q Before the Department of Social Services agrees 

to contribute to the rent payments of a welfare recipient, 
does the Department inspect apartments? 

A No, we do not. It was ray impression when I came in 

to the job, that that would not ha possible, but since that 
time I have been testing — T have instituted a pilot project 
in cooperation with one of our — well, more helpful Impacted 
areas on a joint Inspection basis, where this Department, the 
Department of Social Services, would not do the inspections. 

When we have — in fact, they are now inspecting all 
the dwellings, or welfare dwellings, if you will, in that 
area. 

The inspections are male by the local Building Depart- 
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A Yes. There was a timing problem. '.Then wo were 


( 

retained by the Mitchell Field Development Corporation, the 


4 

corporation wanted to start initial development as soon as 


1 5 

possible and the Marconi plan, as oxolained to us by the — 


6 

by officials of the corporation, not well received in 


7 

many quarters, and that our prime task was to quickly 


' 8 

develop a preliminary urban design concept that would 


9 

relieve some of the criticisms addressed to the Marcom 


1 10 

plan so that tho preliminary -- the initial parcels can be 


11 

sited and zoning approval obtained from the Town of 


12 

liompstead. 


13 

vThat we did was to take the Marcom program and the 


14 

Marcom plan, retain those aspects that wa thought were 


15 

acceptable and good and revise those aspects that we thought 


16 

were — need improvement. 


17 

We approached this primarily from a physical planning 


18 

point of view. Wo didn't go into any programmatic studios. 


19 

Wo were also instructed by the corporation to concern our- 


20 

solvea exclusively on those aspects that have a direct 


21 

relationship to tho so-called initial parcel a # 


22 

Q When you speak of aspects of the Marcom plan 


’ 23 

which needed improvement, what were those aspects? 


24 

A There wore many. To cito the major ones, the Internal 
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road alignment of the Marcom plan we thought were not good 
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identified the phene 1, which is tubstnntially what I'vo 
just mentioned to you in terra of tho initial parcels, and 
directed our attention specifically to that. 

C* In terra --during tho course of your meetings 

with Mr. ’’Weoriey and Mr. r.cferoru) , did th*»y solicit your 
opinions with regard to how Mitchell J-’iold should be 
d-jvn lopod? 

^ Yos. 

<* Oiu you rake nuncupations to then; about now 

to create a vital center at Mitchell Fiold? 

«\ Ye 3. 

') What wen the sue nest ions which you made to 
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then? 

A I race augeestions or aevernl levels. 

On the countywte-** level I suggested that the Mitchell 
riald should not be considered as tno »ajor -- tho only 
center in the county. It is one cf a network of contars 
in the county an-! should he developer! with that relationship 
in rind. 

I also suggested that Mitchell Field should not be 
viewed as an isolated project, it should be do vs loped in 
terra cf its countywide and conrunity context. 

We also surgested that Kitchell Field should not be 
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viewed as a cure-all solution to all of the county's . 
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Llu-direct <21 

0 Zt la tram, is it not, that during tha court* 

of your aynopala, you roforrad to plana for housing at 
Nltehal Maid? 

A Yaa. 

0 Zt la trua, la It not, that whan you rafar to 
tha plana for houalng at Mitchal Field, something occurred 
at tha Mating? 

A Yaa, thara waa a diaeuaaion about that, and tha County 
■xaoutloa aald that ha nad* a daolaion that thara would ba 
no houalng In Nitohal Flald, and ha explained that tha reason 
ha mad* this daolaion waa baoauaa Nitohal Field la surrounded 
by housing, and bethought that the land In Nitohal Field 

*>• better used for other purposes, that he felt the County 
needs it for suah as cultural, rear national and rm—arnlal 
purposes. 

THB count Waa ha excluding all houses or 
excluding a particular type houalng, or Halting It 
to soM type of houalng? 

THB WZTVK8Si Ha did not elaborate, h* just 
aald that there will be no houalng as such. 

How, Z know that subsequently from working 
on the plan, there were senior citizen housing included 
on tha Mitchal Field property — 
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thifig must hare happened 
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necessary land uses at Nassau Center? 

A Ye3. 

0 And 30 that the record is clear, is innaau 

Center Mitchell Field? 

A Y o l. 

Would you answer? 

A Yea. 

•.} Ckay. 

Is that your opinion today? 

A It’s -- it is still r y opinion tOv'.ay, hut ray I point 

out that again we were ureine everybody to look at Mitchell 
Field i;i his regional tint! corf unity context. 

Vow, if Mitchell Field were <i now town in the oo3^rt, 
than without housing It would not he a vital center. hut 
it ic very obvious that ittcholl Fiold is situated in a 
sea of housing and that fcho lun«3 boundary lines do not 
isolate the project. 

\J So it is n difficult assertion to say that despite 
the fact that there is no housing within the legal boundary 
linos of Mitchell I in Id, that Mitchell Field as a development 
conplex does not have housing. 

<} iow, you -- the state-! .ont which you just road 

also refers to tlie- framework of a countywide housing policy. 

at the tire that vc>u wrote that olatemont, 
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11 Liu - direct 

were you aware of tho existence of a oountywide housing 
policy? 

> *5o, but I was aware that the County Executive has a 

appointed a nousing Coordinator. 

Q Are you aware of the existence of a countywide 

housing policy today? 

A Mo. 

0 May I direct your attention to page 46 of the s^ime 

volume? 

V/oulcJ you raad the second fnll sentence in the 
first paragraph? 

A “iiouainq La an integral part of tne initial phase.' 

rj V.’aa that your opinion at the time that you 

wrote that sentence? 

A Mo, it was not an opinion, it was a statement by 

the corporation. The corporation identified what the first 
phase was and what was to bo concluded in the first phase. 

0 Is it a statement to which you subacribed? 

A 1 have no opinion ono way or another. It's 

would not have any nora opinion than if they excluded 
the hotel from the first phase. 

<3 ».et ro direct your attention then to paces 

106 and 107 of again the first volute. 

Would you road tho aaction under “Housing." 
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13 Liu - direct 

In the region.- 

Q low, at tho timo that you wrote that statement, 

it wss your opinion, was it not, bat fi*on a planning point 
of view, a balanced development of the scale of Nassau 
Center must necessarily include housing? 

.A Yes, but again I refer back to the statement earlier. 

I would like to point out to you that there was tho intention 
of the corporation at that time and the general community 
attitudo, in addition, that the intensity of development 
at Mitchell Field should, not violate the suburban physical 
characteristics, which means that it should leave a largo 
/,rount of open space, very minimum building coverage and 
there was talk about betweem 10 to 15 percent of tho land to 
ba covered by building one the re* ainin< part free. 

To it's a myth to think that there is a lot of land 
available for development at I'itchell Field, you ace. 

To when you look at the larger context and if you 
ivai’.o a list of what facilities ora wanting, housing coi.«os 
fairly much oown the list. 

(continued next page.) 
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about it, it stops right there. 

MR. BELLMAN: Do you remember the question? 

Why don't you read it back? 

(Question read.) 

THE WITNESS: I would say that that was 
of concern to the residents of our county. 

/nd since the law would not allow us to have this 
housing primarily to take care of our own 
resicents, that some people were concerned 
about accomodating those outside of our county 
and not solving our own housing problems. 

Tlie only public housing that does permit 
restrictions by age and income is the senior 
citizen housing, however, so I would draw that 
distinction. 


BY MR. BELLMAN: 

u It is true, is it not, that you concluded 

that one underlying concern or information related to 
the possible influx of racial minorities into housing at 
Mitchell Field? 

A No, that is absolutely not true. There was no 

racial overtones to this whatsoever. 

-"""C! ' You never reached any conclusion that — that 


racial fears were underlying the local opposition to 
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Caso - cross/Jaspan 

0 Are you one of the governmental officials — 

A It's like a multiple choice question. We'll put it 

into a computer Inter. 

0 Mr. Caso, as County Executive, you are one 

of the governmental officials who make the decision with 
respect to Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it not a fact that within the executive 

branch of the Government of Nassau County, no significant 
decision with respect to 4itchell Field is made without 
your approval, since you became County executive? 

A True. 

0 Now, what changes in the development of 

Mitchell Field were made or are now sertmsly proposed, 
since — in the -- since the issuance of the Liu Report, 
and during the -- in tht — with — let me withdraw that 
question. 

Since the issuance of the Liu Report in the 
early months of your administration, what changes have been 
made in the development of :litc!i!.l Field, or euro now 
seriously proposed? Could you recall them , or perhaps 1 
can help you with the — 

A Well, one of the exchange which we've talked about 

through the testimony hare, is the 67 acres which, a>lmittedly, 
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had been completely forgotten, was dedicated to the County 
for park and recreational purposes only. 

And in the Liu Plan, if you cnecx that over, you 
will find that hirj —- not — not knowing that, provided 
to some other development on tnat property. 

f.o obviously that is a cnango that had to take place. 
Similarly, with respaet to the coliseum and the 
plan for a hotel, here again, not wanting to make a speech, 
but; when you talk about a master plan, all of the so- 
called planning experts nave told you that the hotel should 
be on the west side of the coliseum, and it. was fine, and 
we lain it out that way, except, that when the people who 
came to want to build the hotel didn't want it there, 
and said that they wanted it on the other end. We were 
faced with a practical consideration about what do you 
do with a master plan, and I think that just dramatically, 
again, points up when people talk about having a 
strait-jacketed type of master plan. 

Also a very important conservaticn aspect of 
Mitchell Field, where we have at least 50 acres for 
Hempstead Plains and possibly, as things develop there, 
we may add another 2U or 2 5 acres to that. ‘*o that wq can 
have a natural prc3orvu, where generations f rcan now people 
can go and see what it used to be like in linssau County at 
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Caso — cross/Jaspan 

hempstoad Plaines areas, of which 
Mr, Caso speaks. 

The school for retarded children was 

movoa from the Santini area to the nortliweat 
quadrant. 

A police station is going to be built 
in the northwest quadrant. 

A bus depot is to be built or garage 
•nd lot for parking of buses to be built in the 
northwest quadrant. 

The library site has been moved. 

Thore are 15 acres sold in the northeast 
portion of the field to the Ttown of Hempstead 
for high intensity solid disposal units. 

The bOCLS , which is schools for — 
operated cooperatively, is going to be built 
in the northwest quadrant. 

The hotel is being — will probably be 
moved from the west side to the east side. 

And 6 acres of the Navy. 

*>¥ MJ*. JASPANt 

d Now, were any of these changes or propotals, 

Mr. Caso, made in response to political pressure, personal 
idiosyncrocies, prejudices 
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20 units per acre. 

TUI. COURT: Ml right, uo ahead. 

'.C1IL WIT! 41*1 ;; s .'I.at happened w.ib — with 
the .state School for the Retarded, briefly, is 
that the -tato had actually acquired the title 
to that land, but then the appropriation was 
withdrawn by the legislature sg they could not 
go forward with it. 

And the erut result v/ns that they qave 
the county back that property, and I have 
indicated to then that when they get the 
appropriation, that we would give them a 
similar piece of property in the northwest 
quadrant, which is where, incidentally, they 
wanted to be in the first ins trance. 

2 Up in the 7 07 up there? 

THE WITNESS: ’.••ell, at which tine 
Mr. Dickerson, and tho whole -- I don't want to 
re-hash that thing. The 'b6 application 
pre-empted and wanted that for the County. 

THE COURT: That's the only question 

1 had. 

BY MR. JASPiU: 

2 ho* does the County also propose to use 
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Caso - cross/Jaspan 

others, and I see this one didn't have it. IB 
just like to offer everything but the n«ae on 
the bottom. I'll rip it off. 

TUB COURTi I don't think anybody is 
concerned about who is proposing it. 

BY MR. J AS PAM t 

Q Mr. Caso. have you had several proposals 

for the development of a center in the coliseum for the 
performance of living arts? 

A Yea. we have. 

(continued on the next page.) 










7R1 


1 

Caso - cross/Jaspan 
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review with private developers. 


} 3 

HR. JASPANt I offer this proposal in 


4 

evidence. 


5 

MR. BELLMANi You are offering it for 


1 6 

what purpose? 


7 

MR. JASPANt To show that there is a 


8 

rational basis for the development of Mitchell 


9 

Field, and this is part of the plan for the 


10 

rational development of Mitchell Pield, and is 


11 

not intended for the purpose of excluding 


12 

housing for the rich, for the poor or for 


13 

anybody else. 


14 

MR. BELLMAN % I think we would object 


15 

to this plan. Is this adopted? 


16 

MR. JASPANt It is not adopted. We 


17 

are showing you what our proposals are and 


18 

what we are working for ~ 


19 

THE COURTt On the basis when you 


20 

asked if there are any plans, and he said 


21 

thero are numerous plans but they had no 


22 

waster plan, as you call it. 


23 

That is the reason for it, and I will 



24 

25 


allow It for that purpose. 

You nuat hurry up. We have 12 people 
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Ca«o - cross/Jaapan 

MR. JASPAN* i am trying to show that 
we are rationally developing Mitchell Field — 

THE COURT* Everybody has been ahowing 
me that for the past however long I have been 
on tnia case. 

MR. JASPAN* I am trying to make the 
building blocks of our defense — 

THE COURT* I know exactly what you are 
doing at Mitchell Field, that is not my problem. 

My problem is where do I fit public 
housing if there ie discrimination, that is my 
problem. 

MR. J ASP A/I * if the Court will accept 
the proposition that we are developing — 

T.IE COURT* I keep repeating the problem. 

MR. JASPAN* If the Court will accept 
the proposition that we are rationally developing 
Mitchell Field — 

THE COURT* I don’t think there is anybody 
in the room who disputes that. 

MR. RELIXAN< The plaintiff does. 

MR. JASPAN* Then I have no further 
questions of thia witneas. 

THE COURT* You are disputing that they 





VJard - direct 


citizens. 


Overwhelmingly, senior citizens have applied for 
housing,for low-income housing. 

Q I wonder if we could go down this list and if 

you could tell me the year that each of these projects were 


built? 


Green Acres was the first, in 1968, January of 1968. 


Maybe I have that here. I’ll give you an estimate of when 
they wore completed, January 196 8 for Green Acres. 

MR. JASPA‘l: If your Honor please, we now 
know that it's built between '68 and/'73. 

I submit it's a waste of time to go down 
and get the date of each one of these projects. 

THE COURT: I f he want3 to do it, I'll 
let him do it. 

A All right. 

Levittown was May, 1969. Uniondale and Park, approxi¬ 
mately — these are approximate figures — March, '71. 

Bayview and Wolcott — I have 12/71. That did not 
come through at that time. So, I'll have to — it was about 
last June, Bayview. 

Q What project is that? 

A That's 4. NY46-5 was September, '69. 46-6, Baldwin, 


25 


November, '70. NY46-7, April, '71. NY 46-8, June, '71. 





’ 

Ward - direct 807 


2 

housing units for the elderly derived from the number of 


3 

applications. 


4 

Did applications come into the Authority prior 


5 

to 1963? 


6 

A In 196 3 , they started coming in. 'Then we opened our 


’ 

office. 


8 

C I see. 


9 

A These were requests for applications. Requests for 


10 

housing. 


11 

Q How many applications currently does the 


12 

Housing Authority hold for units? 


13 

A T have this on the figures I gave you. 4,880 on elder! 

y- 

14 

g And how many family? 


15 

A 302. 


16 

Q Does the 'lousing Authority undertake any 


17 

studies to determine the housing needs of the citizens of 


18 

the Town of Hempstead or does it in conjunction with formu¬ 


19 

lating plans for the constructions of housing units? 


20 

A We have not so far. 


21 

0 Does the Housing Authority consult with any 


22 

planning agencies such as the Nassau County Planning 


23 

Commission or the Hi-County Planning Commission, with respect 


24 

to documentina the housing need in conjunction with its 


25 

housing programs? 
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So you solely rely upon the number of appli¬ 


cations you received; is that correct? 


Yes. 


Now, what proposals does the Housing Authority 


currently have for the construction of additional public 
housing units? 

A We do not have any proposals. You mean from 

contractors? 

Q Not from contractors. 

What plans at this time does the Housing 
Authority have for the construction of public housing units? 
A Plans. They have plans for the construction of 325 

units; 250 for elderly and 75 for family. 

Q Now, those 250 units are earmarked for the 

Santini location; i3 that correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q And that's at Mitchell Field? 

A That is correct. 

Q Where are the 75 family units to be located? 

A I would say 25 in the Inwood Urban Renewal area ar.d 

50 throughout the unincorporated area of the Town of 


Hempstead. 


Have sites been located for these 75 units? 
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857 

(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: Anyone else? 

MISS THOMPSON: Raymond Malone. 

RAYMOND H. MALONE, called as a witness, having 
been first duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MISS THOMPSON: 

Q Mr. Malone, you are presently employed by 

Nassau County, are you not? 

A I am. 

Q What is your position? 

A I am County Housing Coordinator. 

0 For how long have you held that position? 

A Since January 1, 1971. 

Q Is your position a salaried position? 

A It is. 

Q Is it a full-time position? 

A It is. 

Q By whom were you appointed? 

A By the County Executive. 

Q Is that County Executive Cano? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have a staff which works under you? 
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Malone - direct 


town or in the co.uity? 


Yes. 


lave you made a nurber of 3uch presentations? 


You've spoken to large groups? 200 people 


or rore? 


Yes, yes. 


Have you spoken to small groups? 


y During the course of t tese various presentations, 

are there any particular questions which you're asked most 
frequently? 

r what's it going to cost us, how much are we going to 

have to pay in additional taxes. 

Q Purine the tine that you have been speaking 

rmbl ical]y with regard to the low-incone housing, have you 
attended any other meetings -her the one which you've 
just described, in which me-hers of the audience interrupted 
or spoke in loud voices or made it irpossible to continue 
the meetings in any way? 

A Never anything on bad as that. 

o It’s true, is it not, that you've viewed 


both your role as chairman of the Town c f Hempstead Housing 


25 


Authority and your present role as Coordinator of Housing 
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14 Malone - direct 

to determine whether T used one word which I,a few minutes 
ago,said I didn't use. 

T don't know whether I used that v/ord or not. 
Possibly l did but T can't recall 2 n . months aeo whether I 
used a specific single word. 

0 I was askincr whether it was your recollection 

and you've ansv»ered the question. 

THI' COURT: lie has no recollection. 

RY MRS. THOMPSON: 

0 You indicated earlier that in your job as 

Housing Coordinator of Nassau County you serve as a liaison 
between public and private housing groups and you indicated 
specifically work with regard to the Jones Institute. 

Are there other private housing groups vrith 
which you've had occasion to work in Nassau County? 

A Yes. 

I've worked v/ith Roosevelt Comnmnity Development 
Corporation, which is a private group; Houses for People, 
Incorporated; The Task Force of the Diocese of Rockville 
Center. Those are the ones that come to mind readily. 

n Have any of those three eroups built public 

housin'* or pubically assisted housinc? 
a ::o. 


Do you know whether 


any of those three groups 
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392 
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housing? 

A Yes. 

q During the time that you have been Coordinator 

of Housing for Nassau County, have you made any attempts to 
locate sites throughout the County on which public uousing 
assisted housing could be constructed? 

A Only with private corporations, non-private corporations 

who have asked me to assist them in various ways, particularly 
Roosevelt Community Development Corporation, which was going 
through a 236 program — 231 program, which was rehabilitated 
housing. 1 assisted them on that through the FHA office. The 
Catholic Diocese had several sites that they asked me to look 
at to see if I thought they would get some funds, or something 
of that sort. 

THE COURT: All rioht, we are going to 
recess now until 2:00 o'clock. 

(Luncheon recess taken.) 
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15 
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involved? 

A I’ve assisted the housing Authorities in getting their 

applications through HUD, brought other organizations in 
that night bt able to build housing or help assist or Usance 
nousing, such as UOC, sue a as the community development — 
State Community Development Corporation, In any way that 
could be of assistance, speaking in public meetings, talking 
to various groups, generally assisted housing authorities 
and non-profit private organizations. 

Q And you say, this was a first for the county, 

was it not? 

A I believe it wa3 a first for the State. 

Q And you did this with the fuii blessing and 

encouragement of the County executive and the county govern¬ 
ment ? 

A 1 did It at his request. I resigned a position I held 

for 22 years to accept this. 

q Hight. Now, there has been testimony about a 

freeze, without further definition of this word "freeze," 
in terms of subsidized housing. 

Are you familiar with w''nt that tern means? 

A Yes. 

Q would you please explain it? 



25 


A 


On uanuary 4, then secretary of HUD flomney declaimed 
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Shore - direct 


O'J 4 


1 <j What specific reasons aid the association 

3 give for including residential structures in the 

4 development of Mitchell Field? 


A Well, one of the major arguments for concentrat- 

^ ing activities as to proviue tne opportunity for people 
^ to get around in a way other than tne autcruObile, oy 

Q 

walking and by public transportation. Ana we pointed 
9 out that all of the research available indicated that 

10 when you plan a center of jobs and other activigies 

11 and you relate to them the higher density housing 

12 that peoplewill want, then you can cut down the amount 

13 of auto travel aignificantly. You get a high 

14 percentage of people walking to work and you get tne 

15 people needed to support a puulic transportation system, 

16 which moderate density housing and scattered jobs limply 

17 will not do. 

18 U Did you state any figures, or did the Regional 

19 Plan Association provide any figures in its 1963 report 

20 with respect to the number of apartment units that 

21 would be required by the county t.o meet tno growing needs 

22 for apartment units? 

23 A Yes, we projected population --- and not simply 

24 population in general, but population by nousenolds and 

25 by age of households and we pointed out that if 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


1038 

the question whether you were making a specific recommenda¬ 
tion for housing in Mitchell Field as we look at it in 
bxniolt P? 

A What is exhibit B7 

Q ?, that map (indicating). 

Oh. Well, we were recommending — I can't relate it 
to exhibit P. We were certainly recommending housing in 
Mitchell Field, yes. 


8 

9 

10 

11 


1 > 


14 


4 x,et me read this to you, development on vacant 
land in the center of Nassau County and I am reading from 
iixnioit W in Evidence. The 10 square miles bounded by 
jr 'ra nklln avenue, Stewart Avenue, Salisbury Park, He mpstead 
'l ^n plke, including Roosevelt Field, Hempstead, Gar den CltJ 
Mitchell Field, and Mlneola, should be carefully pla nned 
to form with what is there a new kind of urban-suburban 


12 „ 


15 


16 


center. 


Now, let me read to you the conclusion to which I 

1 directed your attention: What is needed is a careful plan 
18 

for Mitchell Field and the surrounding 5,000 acres promptly 
before opportunity is lo3t by piecemeal development. 


4 | • 

now, I ask you again whether your recommendations 

21 in that plan were 11mltea to tne geographic* boundaries as 

22 you see it? 

23 A Tney weren't obviously iiniteu to that, wnat we are 

24 


25 







otiore - cross 


10 39 


2 saying 1. the kind of urban c.nt.r « «r. talking about 

3 including nou.lng balonga In Mltch.il Pi«W. >“* a oenter ° f 

4 that magnitude and that degree of aotlvltle. would naturally 
4 

affect what «oea on around us. 

And our whole concept of houalng, In relation to the 

7 center. 1. high density housing along and adjacent to the 
g center, but that the c.nt.r affect, the hou.lng pattern 
, around .» a. Iron filing, are related to a magnet. W>1. !• 

1Q a tremendous social magnet. People want to be near It ana 
“ lt tend, to magnetite hou.lng around It If toning allowed 

that to happen. 

j 3 , h . impact on hou.lng would not be limited to Mitchell 

13 Field but indeed recommending hou.lng In Mitchell field 


specifically * 


Yes. 


Did you say so in that report? 
That you Identified 


A a. are talking about on. of the reason, for the c.nt.r 

is tn&t people can walk to work. 

Q I asked you If you Identified the location. 


Yes . 


Isn't that in and around — 


A ..11, I don't remember the detailed wording but there 

uau certainly clear Indication that some of the housing 
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2 MRS. THOMPSONi Mrs. Redfern. 

3BETTY REDPERN, was first duly sworn by the 
4 Clerk of the Court end testified as follows: 

5DIRECT EXAMINATION 
6BY MRS. THOMPSON: 

7 q Mrs. Redfern, you are a plaintiff in this 


8 action, are 

you not? 



9A 

Yes, 

I am. 



10 

Q 

Will you speak a little louder? 



11 A 

Yes, 

I am. 



12 

0 

Could you tell the Court whether 

or 

r.ot you 

13 are 

married? 



14 A 

I’m 

single. 



15 


THE COURT: What? 



16 


THE WITNESS: Single. 



17 


THE COURT: Single? 



18 


THB WITNESS: Yes. 



19 

Q 

Do you have any children? 



20 A 

Yes 

, I do. 



21 

0 

Would you tell the Court the names 

and agea 

22 of 

your children? 



23 A 

Debra, Antoinette, 7; Charles, 6 ; 

Geraldine, 

24 1 





25 


0 


Do your children presently reside with you? 
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1070 


Redfern - direct 


2 against you with regard to your rental payments? 

3 MR. JASPAN: I object to that, your 


Honor. 


THE COURT: Sustained. 

There may be other reasons for 
proceedings pending against her with have 
nothing to do with this case and that's 
for the Welfare Department to come to her 
assistance. And I assume she knows the 
reasons why they have or have not. That 1 s 
for another Court, not for me. 

q Mrs. Redfern, was your rent recently increased? 


Yes. 


$25. 


By how much was it increased? 


Before the $25 rent increase, how much of 


Igyour own money were you paying towards your rent? 


$7.50. 


And how long ago was your rent increased? 


Two months ago. 


23 lodgings? 


ago? 


Have you made an attempt to find new 


THE COURT*. How long, two months 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 
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Yes. 


Redfern - direct 


And they had no problems in those schools, 


did they? 


Wo, not — no. 


Are your children attending school where 


you presently live? 


Yes. 


what is the racial composition in the 


school which they are attending? 

A Let’s see, about 05 percent black. 

q And have your children had any problems 


in that school? 

A Nothing but what children go through, you know, 

everyday routine. 

q And what was the racial composition of 

the school your children were attending in Bellmore? 

A 95 percent white. 

q And were your children happy in that school? 


Yes. 


Have you yourself been attending school 


recently? 


Yes. 


What kind of school have you been 


25 


attending? 
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Redfern-Dlrect 

>j JO you know what's ^renently located 

^ at Mitchell Field? Do you know what ia presently 
4 

located at Mitchell Field? 

^ A Yea. 

6 

0 What ia that? 

7 

A Nassau County Coliseum. 

8 

Q Is there anything elae that you are 

^ aware of at Mitchell Field? 


10 

A 

No. 

Not in the surrounding area. 


11 


Q 

If housing that you could 

afford were 

12 

built 

at Mitchell Field would you like to live 

there? 

13 

A 

Yes. 



14 



MR. DELLMANi I have no further 


15 


questions. 


16 



THE COURT: Any questions? 


17 



MR. JASPAN: Just a couple. 


18 

CROSS 

EXAMINATION 


19 

BY MR. 

JASPANi 


20 


Q 

How many rooms are in your present apart- 

21 

mant? 




22 

A 

Five 

and a half. 


23 


0 

What is the general condition of 

the 

24 

apartment? 

Or what shape in it in? 


25 

A 

Liveable, good. Good. 



1 

2 

I 3 

4 

5 

l 6 

7 

> 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


A 
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Radfem- direct 

0 It's oood conditions, right? 


lObO 


Yen. 

Q And who helped you find that apartment? 

Housing I>opartment of Fooial Fervices. 


Q ’ Of Nassau County? 


A Yen. 

Q And since you have lived in that apartment 

you have looked for other apartments as well, haven't 
you? 


A Yes, I have, 

0 And you fcund some but the landlord 

wouldn't let you have • -.hem? 

A T wouldn't say the landlord, it was the super. 

0 o r the super they just wouldn't — but 

you found the apartment? 

A No — T found an apartment but it was over the 

rent what Social Service would allow me and it wasn't 
enouoh sleeninq space, it was just two bedrooms. 

o Well, I thought you — 

A And the one that T said was a three bedroom, 

I got it from the papers, Newday and he said it was 
only a yearly ad and it wasn't nothing vacant. 

o That was the Wllshire apartment, wasn't 


25 


it? 
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A No, the Wilshire House they don't accept Welfare 
recipients. 

0 But there was housing there. 

A I don't know, he didn't tell me. 

Q Whatdid he say to you? 

A After that application, and they got in touch 
with me and told me that - 

Q Where is the house that you did find 

that the super told you that it'a a yearly ad? 

A The Cedar Court Ridge. 

0 Did you make any complaint about these 

landlords to the Human rights Comnittion of Nassau 
County? 

A No, I haven't. 

Q Have you ever visited the Human Rights 

Commission of Nassau County? 

A No, I haven't. 

Q Do you know that we have a Fair Housing 

Law in Nassau County? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Do you know what that Fair Housing 

Law provides? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q That they can't refuse you or anybody else 
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Radfem-Direct 
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7 housing, is that right? 

3 A Yas, I do. 

^ Q But you never took advantage of that? 

3 A Not yet. 

8 MR. JASPAN t Okay, thank you. 

7 CROSS EXAMINATION 

8 BY MR. HYMAN > 

^ Q You testified you had four children. 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q I '/ill call you Miss Redfern, okay. And 

12 the oldest child is how old? 

1 3 A Nine. 

14 Q And from the date your oldest cnild was 

15 born did you work? 

16 A Before she was bom too. 

17 0 Ho, after she was bom? 

18 A Yes, I did. 

19 Q And who took care of that child while 

20 you ware working? 

21 A My in-lav's, her father-in-laws. 

22 Q Your father-in-law? 

23 A Her father-in-laws. She had a baby sitter. 

24 Q Were you married? 


25 A 


No, I am single 
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10 Blankman - cross 

matters. 

Q Let's go back: Weren't you critical in that 

report of the Maroom Report? 

A Yes, we were. 

Q Did you not say in that report that the Mitchell 

Field Corporation employed Marcom, Inc., of New Yora, wuo are 
management consultants , and that they lacked certain talents? 

A We dirt. 

0 What talents did they lack? 

A We felt that they — that they were principally manage¬ 

ment consultants, and were not — and were not — were not 
equipped as planners. 

0 They were not planners? 

A That's correct. 

Q Did you say they paid very little attention to 

design? 

A That's correct. 

Q Didn't you say they made no provision for County 

buildings? 

A That's correct. 

Q Which I presume to mean you thought County build 

ingu should be at Mitchell Field? 

Q We — We thought that since the County had pi annuel 

additional buildings, that the placement of some of u»o County 


25 
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1 11 Blankman - cross 

2 buildings in Mitchell Field should be considered as saving 

3 the County money, rather than to go into other locations. 

4 0 So you thought that putting County buildings 

5 in Mitchell Field was a rational use for Mitchell Field? 

6 A We didn't say that County buildings should go into 

7 Mitchell Field, we said that it snould bo considered to see 

8 if it was feasible to do so. 



25 


MR. JASPAN: Item No. 5 in that report. 
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MR. BELLMANi Well, point to the particu¬ 
lar language. 

MR. JAEPAN : That's it, number 5. 

You will find it. 

Here, right there, "economic feasibility." 
THE WITNESS! No, that doesn't say — 
that doesn't say that it wasn't feasible. Item 
5 doesn't say that it wasn't feasible. Item 5 
merely states that the — that the — we ques¬ 
tioned the eoonomic conclusions, and does not 
in any way say it isn't feasible. 

Q Weren't you saying in that Item that Marcom 



in proposing 1700 units of housing at Mitchell Field had 
failed to take into consideration some very basic economic 
facts of life? 

A No, what we said was that they were using figures for 


construction costs that were completely out of line, but they 

18 

were using figures of $30,000, $40,000 a unit, which at that 
time was certainly not the cost of building an apartment unit 

20 


21 

22 

23 


Q Didn't you also say that the provision in the 

Marcom report which imposed upon the developer the obligation 
to build schools, made the whole thing impracticable? 



25 


No, we did not say that. 

Q Well, did you say - 
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Blankman - cross 
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2 A We said -- 

3 0 I'm sorry, go ahead. 

4 A We did not say that. We said that — that it would be 

5 Impossible to expect the builder to build building apartments 

6 and rent them at a profit, and build schools. That's all we 

7 said -- 

8 Q Wasn't — 

9 A Ns only questioned — We only questioned the fact that 

10 Maroon made statements like this in their report that had no 

11 economic validity to it. That didn't mean in any way that 

12 housing was unfeasible. 

13 0 We are dealing with the Maroon report? 

14 * Yes. 

15 0 Housing as reooomended by Marcon was unfeasible , 

16 wasn't it? Just Maroon now. 

17 A No, I wouldn't say that. I would only say not that the 

18 nousing they reoomswnded was unfeasible, but the figures and 

19 the statistics that they used were not valid. 

20 0 Wow, when you wrote in this report, Number 5-A, 

2 1 "The assumption that the developer will build the schools at 

22 his own expense is invalid, because it means that he would 


23 have to wort for a net profit of probably as low as one-and-a- 

24 half percent,” were you basing that information upon some other 

25 souroe than your own experience? 
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2 A What do you mean by my own experience, Mr. Jaapan? 

3 Q As a builder. 

4 A You're talking about me personally? 

5 Q Right. 

6 A Not at all. This report was worked on by all the 

7 members of our committee, and including the gentleman who 

8 was most expert in — in apartment building, and that was 

9 Richard Mayes of Levitt t Sons. 



10 

Q And as a matter of fact, didn't Mr. Levitt send 


ii you 

a memorandum on this subject? 


12 A 

Mr. Levitt? 


13 

Q Mr. Mayes? 


14 A 

Yes. 


13 

Q I show you this memorandum and ask you whether 


16 ***** 

•s it? 


17 A 

Yes, that's — I remember receiving this. 


18 

MR. JASPAN: I ask that it be marked 


19 

ir. evidence. 


20 

MR. BELLMAN: No objection. 


21 

MR. HYMAN: No objection. 


22 

THE CLERK: Defendant's Exhibit Y in 


23 

evidence. 

•*** 

24 

(So marked.) 

fls 

25 

(continued on next page.) 
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1 l Blankman-cross/Jaspan 

2 Q Now I show you defendant's Exhibit Y on the 

3 stationery of Levitt & Sons, and I call your attention to a 

4 number of things in this letter. Number one, on Page 1 is 

5 a statement that "Taxes from the residential complex would 

6 add about $5,000,000 per annum to the school district, which 

7 is a 50 percent increase over present revenues of $ 10 , 000,000 

S Is that fair? 

9 A That's what is states here, yes. 

10 Q Wouldn't that make the project unfeasible, if 

jj that's the right word? Impracticable? 

12 A Not in any way. One thing doesn't follow the other in 

13 any way. 

q Would that be of any significance that the school 


15 


16 


district taxes would go up $5,000,000 with these 1700 units? 
A School — as I understand that, you have picked — you 


jy have picked a sentence out of a report, Mr. Jaspan. I 

18 haven't looked at that report for — for two or three years, 

19 and I'd have to read the whole context of itj but as I 
understand what you have just read, Mr. May suggested that 


20 


21 


the residential — if I see that one sentence there, that 


that would add revenues. 

ju * 


23 

24 

25 


Q Well — 

A It would add revenues. 

Q — I'm going to let you read it, Mr. Blankman, but 


el 
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0 Kell, let me read It to you, mavbe I didn't 

understand it. 


E, the first phase of the plan provides for 
1700 apartments of which 1200 are to be for low and moderate 
income. However, the taxes apparently projected from these 
units would necessitate rent that would be too high under 
current Government assistance programs. 

A Yes, Mr. Jaapan. 2 thought I made myself clear what 

we are saying ia not that it's unfeasible to build the units 
but Marcom's figures were invalid. 

In other words, they were using rents and total 
construction costs that were completely unrealistic. 

Q As a matter of fact, Mr. Blankman, didn't you 

then conclude that all building should be deferred including 
housing? 

A we — 


Q Answer the question, did you or did you not? 

Look at Page 3. The middle of the page. 

A What is the question? 

Q Did you not say all building should be deferred 

until a new plan is — 

A Yes. 

Q All building including housing? 


A 


25 


That is correct 
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2 0 Did you also not say in this report that hous- 

3 ing should be a regional matter and should not all be placed 

4 in Mitchell Field? 

5 A We certainly did. 

^ Q You issued a release at the time the report of 

7 March 19th was issued and it was published, was it not? Do 

8 you recall? 

9 A Which release? 

10 0 Let me show you this, did you issue this release*. 

11 A (No response.) 

12 Q Mews release. 

13 A Yes, that looks like the Long Island Association. When 

14 y° u sa Y "You," I didn't know who vou meant by you. The Long 

15 Island Association. 

16 Q Did the story appear in the papers on the same 

17 day with your name in the headline? 

18 A I didn't know the date but the date refers to the same 

19 date as this, that is correct. 

Q Isn't the date on the side? 

June 19th. I don't recall what the date of that was. 

0 The date on the release. 

Yes, same time. 

Q Now, isn't it a fact that in this newspaper 

25 story, Mr. Sweeney who is the President, then the 1. trident of 


20 


22 

23 A 

24 
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1 3 Blankr.an-cross/Jaspan 

2 Mi+chell y.iel * -*»v'' ?.or>r -nt Con. . hook i e 5 s , ’o T "*. k T ' vou on vour 

3 report? 

4 a I haven't re-'' it, but if you eav that he did — 

5 ~j po you recall if he toot issue? 

6 a T think Mr. Bwconov di r egreed vit v ’portion^ of on*" 

7 report, yon. 

8 h Disagreed as President o* the ?Iitchf>ll Field 

9 Development Cor">.? 

10 A "/on. 

11 q A*v* that was not set un bv Mr. Paso? 

12 A * T o > Mr. Faso anointed three meTnbers to it. 

13 o o’in r.a jorl tv was set up bv *lr. uick^rson? 

14 A T believe that is correct. 

15 o And. set up in the Mi eke non administration? 

16 A That is correct. 

17 o And didn’t they say at that tire not only do 

18 they think you are vrrona but Mr. Casey thinks your wrote? 

19 A Who said that? 

20 0 M r. Sweeney. Let ne refresh your recollection 

21 by showinc you this article bore. 

22 A Mr. Cweoney said that. Of course that — I don’t know 

23 what you aro trying to orove by that. 



24 

25 wrong? 


o 


Doesn’t he emote Mr. Casey also sayino you are 
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implement those plans. 

Q It had nothing to do with your satisfaction 

or dissatisfaction with Marconi? 

A No, not at all. 

Q You heard Mr. Blankman on the stand? 

A Yes, I did. 

0 Re was dissatisfied with Marcom? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you agree with him? 

A Absolutely not. 

Q You were quoted In the Newsday article as 

saying the location agrees with you; was that a good 
quote? 

A I don't remember that Independently, but if 

Mr. Casey said that, he shows wisdosi. 

0 So you and Mr. Blankman did not agree, then? 

A Mo, we did not. 

0 And probably do not agree now? 

A We do not. 

Q And many people do not agree as to what 

should be done at Mitchell Pield? 

A Well, I think there Is some general agreement, and 

Z think there is some disagreement. 


25 


THE COURT: That's why we're hare. 
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in Nassau. 

BY MR. JASPAN: 

q Wau there some talk about limiting the 

development of the Nassau Center to ten percent of the 
land coverage, thereby maintaining the suburban character? 
A There wasn’t some talk; that was one of the guidag 

precepts of the plan that we published. 

q And it was in your July, 1969, report, was 

it not? 

A Hell, it's also in the earlier report. 

q So what did you mean by suburban character? 

A The openness, the open feeling. Most people feel 

that if you cover a lot of the ground with building 
structures, you can't see open space, then you've got 
the city feeling, whereas if you have open space inbe- 
tween, where you've got open area and freedom from 
movement, you've got a suburban feeling. That was the 

intention. 

Q Isn't it a fact that a lot of the people 

who lived in the county and in the area wantad a suburban 
charactar to their comiunity? 

A Absolutely. 

And isn't that tha ground upon which thay 



Q 
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•t least expressed their opposition to high-rise, high- 
density housing? 

A Well, yes, they did, sure. 

0 That wasn't racial in itself, was it? 

A Racial in itself? 

Q Tes. 

A No. 

Q Now, the July, 1969, report on page 11, if 

you will look at it — what's the letter on top of it? 

A The letter? 

q Yes, the yellow sticker. 

A 59, Exhibit 59. 

Q Yes, Exhibit 59 in evidence. 

A What did you say, 11? 

Q Page 11. Would you read the first two 

sentences of the first full paragraph? 

A "A correct understanding of the financial poten¬ 

tial of Nassau Center leads East feadow residents, with 
their narrow tax base, to suggest that some fair means 
of distribution of tax revenues to other communities 
should be evolved. The corporation has explained that 
it is bound by the law to the same extent as any private 
developer, and consequently tax revenue would go to the 
district in which the land is located." 
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q Now, isn't it a fact that the people from 

East Meadow were complaining about the tax burden of new 
school children? 

A Oh, no, their complaint was that they weren't get¬ 

ting any of the commercial development within the East 
Meadow School District to help them with their tax 
problem. 

q Did you propose housing in the Bast Meadow 

area? 

A No, we did not. 

Q Did Liu? 

A No, there was never any proposal for that area. 

Q And you do not now propose housing for the 

Bast Meadow area? 

A I stopped studying the area, so 1 iwuldn't have any 

right to propose anything. 

q Now, we talked about the park, 67 aares. 1 

just want to let you look at that map for a moment. Does 
the part of the land acquired from New York State Parkway 

Commission — 

A 1 don't — 1 think there was. I’m not oertain of 

that. 

q That 47 acres over here? 

A I daft remember that specifically. 
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But it was in thie place whare I'm pointing 


to? 


A Yea. 

0 The right-handside of this map? 

A Yes. 

Q And wasn't the 67 acraa which cane from tha 

government a separate, independent piece? 

A I really wasn't involved in that acquisition so 

I'm juat — I'd be guessing at it. 

Q Well, were you implying at any time that 

the 67 acres were acquired from the government should be 
swapped off for the New York State park area? 

A No, the — the point that we were making in terms 

of — You're getting to the question of building on the 
parklands, is that the point? 

Q Right. There was some statement you made I 

didn't understand. 

A The point I was making there was that we fully 

recognised that some of this land had — had been acquired 
with restrictions for park or educational uses only. 

It was our intention that should not be an inhibit¬ 
ing force on the part of development of the total 500 some- 
cdd acres, that we should plan the development of those 
total -- the total acreage with a view toward what would 






1 
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2 

be best. Then we would go to the Federal government and 


3 

swap off that property which we paid without discount 


4 

full value for, we would take a restriction, and that 


5 

would be used for — in satisfaction of the — of the park 


, 6 

requirement. 


7 

q Wasn't the Mitchell Field Development 


8 

Corporation warned early in 1968 that delay in making that 


9 

swap, or in the purchase, is going to increase the cost of 


10 

the land, so as to make it prohibitive to acquire? 


11 

A I wasn't there in early '68, so 


12 

q Well, I show you these minutes and ask you 


13 

whether these are minutes from the files of Mitchell 


14 

Field Development Corporation? 


15 

A It has the right names and everything. 


16 

MR. JASPAN! I offer it in evidenae. 


17 

MS. THOMPSON; I have no objection. 


18 

MR. JASPAN: January 29th, 1968. 


I 19 

THF CLERK: So marked. Defendant's 

1 


20 

Exhibit AA in evidence. 


21 

(Sc marked.) 


22 

BY MR. JASPAN: 


23 

Q Now, Mr. Sweeney, I call your attention to 


24 

a motion made in January of '68, which ways, "resolved 


25 

that the Corporation recommend to Nassau County that 
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the paroal 14 be acquired immediately from the rederal 
government at the full price, bo that its future use trill 
be unrestricted and the County will not be prejudiced 
by sharp increases in value in later exerciBing a right 
to unrestricted use by restoring the discount of the then- 
full market price." 

Were you familiar with that at all? 

A NO. 

Q In any event, the Mitchell Field Development 

Corporation never proceeded with thatr did they? 

MS. THOMPSON? Your Honor, he's just 
said that he's not familiar with it. 

Q At a later date, did you become familiar 

with this? 

A With this particular point? 

Q Yob, thie resolution? 

A Not thia resolution in Itself, no. But the point 

that I made about swapping off the land was something we 
were — 

0 In any event, the councy never went and 

bought back the land at its then value? 

A No. 

0 So it remained with restriction? 

A Yes, the restrictions are still there, as far as 
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I'm aware. 

q Yes, they are. And Marcom built over the 

restrictions, didn't he? 

A Ho, the Marcom plan was put there with full recog¬ 

nition that we'd have to go to the Federal government and 
swap the restrictions. The plan was aever Implemented. 

q Liu built over the park, too, didn't he? 

A Yes, that was an implementation for the Marcom 

plan. 

THE COURT: All right, recess ’til 
tomorrow morning, to what did I say, 10?30? 

MR. JASPANi 10:30. 

THE COURT: Listen, make it 11:00, 
because Mr. Hyman doesn't know whether Judge 
Weinstein will be* through with him by 10:30. 
(Whereupon at 5:15 the trial was 

the following day.) 


adjourned to 11:00 a.m., 
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9 Purcell - direct 

we hove a unique situation in that in many places in a 
community, there could be a minority concentration and still 
be a •* and I often wondered about this word "minority - , 
minority of what? bet's get it down to that, minority of 
what; what do you mena? 

0 Specifically, were these in sites and areas 

which had concentrations of black and Spanish-speaking 
people? 

A Were they or were they not? 

0 It's true that — 

A Well, I would say once again you don't understand 

the area. We have concentrations of black people in 
communities and yet they are white communities, so— see 
we have a great deal of mixture of people in our town. 

We have 72 percent of the black people in the Town 
of Hempstead of all of the County of Nassau, so we'ra 
wall aware — we're — our direction of integration 

has been a great deal better than most other parts of the 

nation. 

In fact, if the whole nation had moved as we had 
moved in the Town of Hempstead, and specifically ir. the 
Town of Hempstead, this nation would be on the right course. 
So it's hard to cataqorixe just what you are saying 


25 


there . 
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0 well, it*e true, is it not thet the Town of 

TlF.Mpstead has in its total population less than five percent 
of its total population black? 

A w« have 72 percent of the black people of the County 

in our community, and I would say that we are probably 
five percent plus or minus of — of black people, yes. 

0 It also is true, is it not, that there are 

areas of black and Spanish-speaking racial concentration 
in the Town of Hempstead? 

A Yes, within white communities, though. And I think 

that's important to emphasize that. 

0 And — 

A The concentration of the black people in certain 

communities has been of their own choosing and something 
that they haven't been pushed into because they have 
their own right to buy those homes in that coaaunity. 

Interesting to note that 65 percent of the black 
people in our town own then own homes. So they didn't 
ghettoize themselves, you know, by force, they ghettoized 
themselves by choice. 

And I think this is important to recognize that. 

0 Now, Mr. PUrcell, when you speak of the areas 

of black concentration within the white community of the 
town, what areas are you referring to? 


0 










10 
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A I would say that the concentration in Hempstead, 

Freeport, Roosevelt, Inwood and uniondale are primarily where 
the — and Lakeview, which is part of my community. That's 
the largest concentration of black people. 

Q Now, do you know whether the Caso scatter-site 

program proposed any sites to be developed in the black 
areas in any of the communities which you have just described? 
A Yea, it did. 

0 Let me show you Plaintiff's Exhibit 33 and ask 

you to identify which of the sites were in areas with blade 
concentration? 

A Well, I know that in Mr. raso's program of 700 units 

three or four hundred of them were in the Village of 
Hempstead, over which we had no control. It was an erroneous 
portion of the report. 

Hut the village of Hempstead would be one of them. 

The Bellemore one, which is site No. 1. And I think it is 
one of those which we tried to move head on. I believe 
that in that particular area that there probably were sane 
black people living there but it certainly wasn't what we 
would call a black community, it was an integrated community. 

In Seaford there is a white community predominantly. 
The second one in Seaford is also predominantly white. 

North Bellemore site No. 4, Site No. 4 would be 
more categorised as I put the first one, where there were 
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0 15,900,000? 
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A I have notes hare — 13,900,000. 

Q How 13 the school financed? 

A Through Jjt.atc aid, o small amount of Federal aid, and 

mostly by local taxation. 

0 Is the school known as a flat grant scnool? 


A Yea. 


I 



Q Would you explain a flat grant to tne Court? 

A Well, under the State aid formula based -- Aid is 

baaed on the wealth of a district 

<4* have a formula where the average wealth, district 
distribution, is roughly 51 percent. 

Part of that formula is based on full valuation for 
•aeh child. So, in othar words, the wealthier you are, tna 
leaa aid you are ontitled to. 

If you can visualize a otaight graph going down -- whan 
you reach a certain wealth, you get $300, regardless of your 
wealth. We are at the borderline. 

0 So yon don't net additional State aid if there 

1« en adjustment in your budgot? 

A We will not. 


Q So, a oercentago of the budget has to oe raised 


by local taxation? 
A Yes. 


I 










8 Leifels - direct/Jaspan 

1303 

Q And what is tha amount raiaad by local taxation? 

A Tha actual dollar amount? 

Q Do you have it? 

A I hava it in my briefcase. 

Q Would you net it, plaaaa? 

A Yaa. 

(Witness complies) 

A For tha forthcoming school yaar, tha amount to ba raises 

will ba $11,467,000.33. 

0 la that monay raiaad by a taxation on raal prop¬ 

arty within the school district? 

A Yas. 

0 Now, as part of your budget, do you provide 

special services for soma students? 

A Yas. 

q What type of special services do you provide? 

A We hava contracts with tha Doard of Cooperative Educa¬ 

tion Services, and wa contract for special education, mentally 
retarded. 

0 Now, tha Board of Cooperative Education Services 

is that generally Known as BOCESj B-O-C-E-S? 

A Yes. 

Q Hava you computed out the average cost for the 

education of a child in tlva Uniondale School District? 


9 
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A Hay I rafar to my notaa again? 

q Plaaaa do. 

A Our coat ia $2,2?*? 

q And what portion of that coat do you racaiva 

from tha Stata of Naw York. 


$310 


And doaa that laawa a ooat of $1900 par atudant 


to ba caiaad by local taxation? 


Yaa. 


MS. BELLMAN : I might hawa mlaaad tha 


flgura bafora. 

MR. JASPANt $2,239, laaa 310. Tha actual 

mathamatica maka it $1929 par atudant. 

MR. BELLMAN 1 I thought ha aald 2 ,030. 

MR. JASPAN: NO. 

(continued on naxt paga) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. JASPAN (continuing )t 

Q what is the present tax rate for school 

district purposes? 

A Estimated for next year — the current tax rate 

is 11 and 27 cents on a hundred. 

We estimate for the next year, the tax rate to be 
set August 15, $11.58 on a hundred. 

THF COURT* On real estate? 

MR. JASPAN: Only for school t> 

THE COURT: For school taxes? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THL COURT: That is tremendous. 

MR. JASPAN: I might say for the 
record that we do not assess at full value. 

THE COURT: I know. You have equalise- 
tion value. 

MR. JASPAN: The equalization rate. 

THE COURT: Do they work on 94 percent 
equalization? 

MR. JASPAN: I am not sure. 

The Hoard of Assessors, if I nay aay, 
fi^ed equalization rates for the peat year at 
29 percent. 
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DOC 


THE COURT: Yes. They have a table 
they go by. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. JASPAN (continuing)s 

q How many school* ere thara in the Oniwwlal® 

District? 

A Nina. 

o How ara thay broken up? 

A One senior high school* grades tan through twelver 

two junior high schools; grades seven through niner anu six 
elementary schools. 

0 Is there any excess capaolty in those schools? 

A No. 

MR. BBLXMAN: That is a leading question. 

THE COURT; He said "no." 

BY MR. JASPAN: 

0 Are you saying* Dr. Lelfels* that each of 

the classrooms are presently occupied by students, to their 
fullest capacity? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have a capacity for any significant 

number of additional children? 

A Mo, we do not. 


0 


Now* what would be the asult* if there were 1100 
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children added to the school district? 

A You Ti<»an 

0 Additional children? 

A Wo would have to build. 

Q You would not be ebl* to accommodate then 

within the present school system? 

A Absolutely not. 

0 And would that 1100 school children cost you 

soste $1,929 each, per child? 

THE COURT! As of today's going rate? 

THE WITNESS* Yea. 

0 That would be over and above the cost that 

you presently have for the operation of the school? 

A Right. 

Q Have you computed out — 

MR. BELLMAN I Objection — "over and 
above" — 

HR. JA8PAN: The present cost of 
operatlna the school. 

THE COURTi I don't know what that 
means, either. 


BY MR. JASPANt 

0 Well, would this impose a new and addfcional 


financial burden on the school district? 







1308 


4 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


MR. BELLMAN: I object to that. 

THE COURTi I think that was tha 
question an to constructing tha schools — 

mf. JASPAN: No. I an saying, if thera 
vara 1100 children and tha cost for aach child 
is 81,929, thay vould hava to provide that 
cost. 

MR. BELLMAN: It is a meaning lass 
statement. It does not deal with additional 
revenues available. 

THE COURTI That would follow on a 
deductive beets. 

whatever tha cost be par ete ant to 
go into tha school would be psmed on to tha 
taxpayer as s school tax. 

MR. BELLMAN: But it is speculative. 
mr. JASPAN: wait for cross-examination— 
MR. BELLMAN: There is no basis for this — 
HR. JASPANi This witness testified — 

THE COURT: Please. We are doing vary 
nioaly without arguing. 

MR. JASPAN: Ho raised tha objection. 

We said that echool taxes were important. 

Wall, now, we probably lost th» question- 
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THE COURTi How do you know? 

Ask the next question. 

Do you remember the question? 

THE WITNESS: Y*a. Would war have to 
raise the additional $1900 per child and the 
anawer ia, yaa. 

BY MR. JASPAN: 

0 So there would be an incroaee in maintaining 

your eohool system? 

A Thla ia current operating ooata. On top of this, 

there ere additional things. 

q Do you have land in Uniondale, upon which 

you could ooaitXRCt additional buildings? 

A No* only the Mitchell Field. 

0 So, any schools would have to bo built at 

Mltehell Field? 

A At this point, we would say so, yes. 

q Have you computed out how much the tax rate 

would increase * if increased at all, with the addition of 

1100 school children? 

MR. BELLMANt NOW, that I object to. 

There ia absolutely no foundation 
for this witness to make any statement that 
he knows what the additional tax increases 
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Lalfala-dlract 

would b« without any foundation as to what 
would happan in tha county if Mitchall Fiald 
ia qoinq to oiva ratablaa. It ia totally 
abatraet. 

THE COURTt Ha ia taking currant 
atatiatiea and applying only currant 
atatiatica. 

MR. JAfPAHt No aattar what t)u_ rata 
would ba, thara would ba an additional coat 
factor. 

MR. BELLMANi Now, Mr. Jaapan ia taati- 

fying. 

TH* COURT* Lat hia aak hi*. 

MR. bxlUBOIi Za tha quoation, if you 
juat inooaa an additional burdan of 1100 
atudanta without ratablaaF 

MR. JABFAMt Lat mm aak tha quaation. 

MR. BHLLHRH* X oblact. Thara la no 

baala or foundation. 

TIIR COURT* I will allow it. 

BY MR. JRSFAH» 

0 Hawa you aada auch computational 

r Yaa — without building eoata? 

q Yaa. 


\ 
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What la that confutation? 

\ Basad on currant aaaasaad valuation, $2.11 incraaaa. 

0 Par hundrad? 

A Yaa. 

Q That would ba raducad by asaaasad valuation 

from tha construction of nav houaaa? 

A Yaa. 

q And if that warn aubaldlsad houalng, that 

would npfaaant aaaaaaad valuation — ona figura — 

MR. BELLMAN i Ob jaction. What doaa 
that naan? 

MR. JA8PAWt LJt me davalop It. 

MR. BELLMAN: Z objact to tha quaation. 

THE COURTI I will allow It. 

BY MR. JAB PAN I 

0 If thay ara aubaidiaad houalng, do you gat 


full — 

A Wa hava no auch houalng, no I don’t undaratand. 

q Hava you mada computationa aa to tha Incoma 

to ba darlvad from tha houalng ltaalf? 

A Ho. 

0 la It your axporionco that houalng producoa 

mora axpansaa than lnoona? 


MR. BELLMANi Objaction 
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THE COURTI Z will sustain that 
objection. 

BY MR. JASPANi 

Q Roe # has the school board taken a position 

with respect to the construction of additional housing at 
Mitchell Field? 

A Yes, it las. 

3 what is that position? 

A well, the School Board supposition — I will have 

to define it * little bit sore narrowly — 

Q Surely? 

A We are not opposed to kids, is what X am trying to sa 

but any large-scale housing at Mitchell Fieldr put it that 
way. 

0 What is the basis for that objection? 

MR. BELLMANt Objection. 

If there is a resolution ot' the school 
board, ho is a superintendent, and the question 
as to tho school board — are we talking about 
an official position adopted by the school 
board? 

I would like to voir dire the witness— 

THE WITNESSt The school board adopted 


that position. 
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BRT.tMAN: I submit that is not the 
fce«t evidence. They may brine In the resolution. 

TlfK COURT; von r>.av snuwr the question. 

Twp wiTVPP*;? The hoard took the poiition-- 
T can't say in the minutes of the Board of 
Bducation — at the Board table, the Board 
expressed Itself to some of the county officers 
that it is opposed to any laroe-scale housing 
because of school costs, and so on, at the 
field. 

MR. BELLMAN* w# move to strike the 
witness’s own answer, as total speculation. 

Who indicated to whom? 

THE COURT- T will allow It. 

BY MR. JASBANr 

0 Now, Or. Leifels, I have used the figure of 

1100 . 

r>o vou know how many children would h* 
introduced in*-* the school system of tJnlondale if there were 
9400 apartments built on Mitchell Field? 

MT*. BKURWi j Just yes or no? 

THY COfTTr*; Yea* lust yes or no. 

THF WITNRrh- Wo. 

MR. BELLMAN* Thank you. 
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Laifala-diract 
MR. JASPANi Plaaaa. 

Your Honor, ho think* this 1* * 

gam*. 

THE COURTi It ia not. You can taka 
it from ma. 

BY MR. JASPANi 

0 Do you hava any idaa of how many childran ara 
produced p*r family? 

A Y*a. 

0 In Unload*la? 

A Y*a. 

0 Bow many? 

* . 8 . 

HA. BELLMAN t Wait a ninut*. Objection— 

MR. JASPANi U* aaid "yaa> point aight." 

THK COURTt Point night. 

(continuad on following paga) 
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Leifels-direct 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. JASPAN (continuing): 

Q So, if there were 9400 units of housing, there 

would be .8 times 94 — 

MR. BELLMAN: Objection. He just said 
he didn't know. 

THE COURT: Wait a minute and let me 
figure it out. 

BY MR. JASPAN: 

Q Now, Dr. Leifels, I show you Defendant's 

Exhibit P and ask you which — first of all, do you recognise 
this as the outline of Mitchell Field? 

A Yes. 

0 Will you tell me whether all or part of the 

area contained in the outline is within the Uniondale 
district? 

A No, I think part of that is East Meadow Schools. 

Q Would i.t be that part to the east of Meadow- 

brook Parkway and south of Hempstead Turnpike that is in the 
East Meadow district, and all the west in the thiondale 
District? •* 

% 

A Perhaps a slice along Merrick, but I can't see it. 

I am talking of Santini, — 

Q Would you come down here and point out 






tmrmr 
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what is in tha Uniondala School district and indieata 
verbally tha araa you would describe? 

(witnaaa conplles) 

A yroai what I aaa here, and Z am not familiar with 

thia because X have only aeen the *ap once before, but fi 
the tine I have had to look at it# all of it ia in the 
aohool district. 

This aide is East Meadow# ao everything to the west 
ofthe Meadowbrook is in the Meadowbrook School District# aw| 
to the east would be the Uniondala School District. 

MR. JA8PAH1 Nothing further. 

(witness rgauesfl stand and further 

testified as follows) 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BBLLMANt 

0 Mr. Leifels# you have stated that the Uniondate 

School District reoeives a flat grant from the Statei 

correct? 

A Yes. 

q And that is as opposed to other district* thal 

receive a sliding scale? I did not understand that. Would 
you clarify it for ss, please? 

A Under the State aid formula. a district can receive,| 

theoretically, up to a oertaia percent of the aerating 
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•7 n p v W. F o L L I S. cnllod as" a witness, balna duly 
•worn by the Clerk c the Court, testified as 
follows 

DIRECT EXAMINATION’ 
nY MR. JASPAN• 

THR COCWT Ml rilht. 

'* M r. rollis are you cnployed hy the County of 

Nassau? 

A Yea, I am. 

0 In what capacity? 

•A I aw the ooouty Piroctor of Planning. 

~ How lonq have you bean withdraw that. 

You work for the Nassau County Planning 

Cornnission? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

0 How lono have you worked for the NAssan 

County Planning ''omission? 

A fiince Octofcor, 1967. 

0 And have you served in that sane? capacity 

since 1967? 

A Mo, I lecam Penuty director in August oi 1969. 

P Tn what capacity have you serve! before 

1969 ? 

A In the position of Planning Supervisor ant! Planner 7. 
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14 
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0 low, did you have any schoali.no in toms of 

planning? 

A 1 h.ivo a r.ncholor of Science degree in land architect¬ 

ure from the New lork ntato College of Foroetry in Syracuse 
University. 

C what other experience have you had, in terns of 

planning? 

A Upon graduation from college in 15VS, I spent six 

month# working for the State of Mew Jersey as a site 
planner end landscape architect. 

From December of 1556 through the next three years, 

I was in the United States Air Force an a navigator and 
radar observer. Upon discharge from the Air Pores, T worked 
for the fim of Parland Bartholomew Associates of St. Louie, 
Missouri. 1 was employed by them for four end e half years, 
working on master plans in Missouri, ttorth Carolina, hew 
Jersey, in How York and Virginia. 

In May of 1564 I became Assistant Director rf Plan¬ 
ning of the Town of Huntington, Suffolk County, end was thari* 

until October of 1967, when I joined Nassau County. 

0 In the course of your career, did you prepare 

a comprehensive plan for e piece known as Florlsaert, 
Missouri? 

A Yes 
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tion? 


will you tsll us what you did in that connsc- 


That is, included the complete scope of services for 


a community, which was located outside of the City of 
r,t. Louis. This includes the population, traffic, parking, 
business, schools, parks, at cetera. 

0 Did you perform a similar function for the 

town ofGoldsboro, North Caroline? 

My work in Goldsboro was primarily limited to a 
thoroughfare plan, but did require a rovlew of their compre¬ 


hensive plan in the updating of certain elements of the 


plan. 


Have you also gone, done planning for 


Huntington, Morristown, New Jersey, end Rochester, Mew 


York? 


The total scope of planning services. 

0 Have you had other professional experience 


in the same area? 


Yoe, I have. T am also a licensed planner in the 


State of Miohigan. 


how, what are your dutlos as Deputy Director 


of the Nassau County Planning Commission? 

\ Well, first and foremost I serve in the absence of 

the Director, when he isn't there X assume hie position. 
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Secondly, I an in charee of the 
technical staff, the supervision cf all work and studies 
done by the planners under ne. 

0 Ml rioht. You are familiar. then, vlth 

Nassau County? 

A Yes. I an. 

C what is the population of Nassau Cbunty? 

A The population today -- well, in 1970, it was 

1,428,838. 

0 What is the size of Nnoeau County? 

A About 290 square niles. 

0 Are you familiar with the density in terms 

of the various towns and cities? 

A Yes, I am. It varies considerably, 

0 Will youtell ua what the density of each of 

the three towns ia? 

A I don't know if I have dorr it by town, actually. 

C Well, if you do not -- 

A T don’t have it by town. T have It by census track, 

which is a closer refinement, hut it varies from very low 
in the northeastern portion of Oyster hey to very,.very 
dense in Lonq Bench. 

(continued on following nn</«) 
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0 And is Hampstead tha most dense? 

A On a population basis, Hampstead la tha moat denae 

of tha thro# towns, yaa. 

0 'low, are you familiar with tha zoning of tha 

Town of liempotaAd? 

A Yaa, I am. 

0 What ia tha soninq? 

A Tha soninq is pradomlnantly 6,000 square feat 

residential single-family. 

liiE COURTt CO by 100? 

THE WITNESS YaS, sir. 

0 What is tha soninq for multiple dwelling? 

A 20 units, total acre, for their standards. And I 

believe it’s slightly higher for tha Golden Age. 

0 Now, hew dose that compare with thd soninq 

in other parts of tha County? 

MR. bellman i Your Honor, that’s a 
little too open-ended. 

THE COURTi I think the surrounding 

area •- 

BY MR. JASPAN* 

0 what is the soninq in tha Town of Cyster Bey? 

A Cyster Bay has three districts. One Is s sSrunit 

total acra, and another la 10 and anothar 1C. And thay also 
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have an 8-1, senior citisena, which 1 bslieva is 20. 

0 What la tha soning in tha Town of Worth 

Hampstead? 

A North Hempstead is 24 dwelling units to tha acre. 

q Now, thaaa areaa do not inoluda the 64 vil¬ 

lages, do they? 

A No, they do not. They inoluda than. But tha soning 

does not cover thaw. 

0 Bach village has its own aoning? 

A Tea. 

0 What la the range of aoning in the villages? 

A Oh, down as low as four unlta to the acre, to a high 

of 436 units to tha acre in Long Beach. 

q now, in tame of tha cooperative schools, 

which of the towns permit tha largest number of v-’lts par 
acre? 

MR. BELLMAN? Wait a minute. 

THE COUNTt Towns where? 

0 In tha County of Nassau. 

MB. BELLMAN• We only have three towns. 

Z obiact to that question. 

Zs thie the number of acrea? la this 
just in terms of the zoning ordinance!? 

MR. JABfANt I an talking about toning. 






Pollis-direct 

THE COURT: Xonincr. X will allow It for 

zoning. 

TJ!’: WITNESS: By and largo, Hempstead 

would. 

BY MR. JASPAN: 

q That has the — they hava paraittad tha 

largaat danaity of housing in tha County of Nassau? 

A With tho oraphasia on Long Beach being extremely 

high. 

MR. BELLKAWt I am sorry. Maybe T am 
not understanding what is going on. But tho 
queationwas, what ia tha greatest—- what town 
has allowed tho greatest density of development. 
And tho witness testified to something about 
21 to the acre in North Hempstead cr.d 20 in 
Hampstead. And now we have a different answer. 

I am not — 

MR. JASPAN: You will have a wonderful 
time on cross-examination. 

Tl’E WITNESS! X ana including tha 
vilianas. 

THE COURT: Ha'a talking rbout the 
villages, too. 

TUB WITNESS In other words, you have 
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Rockville Center, Hempstead, Lorn Beech — 

THE COURT; All right, go ahead. 

THE WITNESS s Pranklin Square -- well, 
not Pranklin Square. 

BY MR. JA8PAN: 

Q Now, how nany school districts are there in 

the County of Nassau? 

A T believe there ere 54. 

0 And do eaoh of these school districts — are 

they known as union-free school districts? 

A X believe there are eone central school districts, 

as well. X don't know the breekdown. 

Q Bow are these school district* financed? 

A Through local taxation. 

0 Now, do you have Information here as to the 

age of the population in Nassau County in any recent times? 
A Tea, X do. X lave the data from the 1970 census in 

which X graphically — X have a graph over there which 
dlspleya it. 

We have the age groups by population, by age co-ord. 
which is contained on page 20 of the document, which was 
admitted into evidence some time aqo, X believe. 

0 Xs that the Nassau* County Consranlty Planning? 

A Tes. 
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Q I say it's nuaber 14. 

W». BELLMAN: Ten. 

0 Exhibit number 10. toes that information show 

a trend In Nassau County? 

A Yes. it does. It shows an aqing trend. The population 

growing older. as you can see by 

0 I show you this chart and ask you whether 

that depicts the trend as you have seen -- as it is express*! 
in Plaintiff s Exhibit 10 in evidence? 

A Yes. It shows that in I960, the blue llne r and the 

orange lina in 1970, as you can aee, the co-ord of all -- 
ahall I uso the tern. w&lV. forward, to the point where now 
avory age group ie a little bit older. And the young group 
is particularly lower than it was in 1970. Zero to four is 
substantially lower than the zero to four's were in 1960. 

You can seo over here, the 45 to 55. the 60 to 65, 

70 to 75 arc all substantially higher than they wore in 
I960. 

C bow, for senior — for the purpose of senior 

citizen housing, persons over 62 years of age or over, those 
eligible for senior citizen housing, is it your testimony 
that In that aga group, thore is a number of there ia an 
incroaaa in that age group in Utssau County? 

A Not only was there an increase, but it ex c eeded our 
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Mtlnatta by 18,000. In othar words, wa nada population 
•stlmatas — our danographeru did, and whan tha actual eansun 
oama out in 1970, wa had arrad by 18,000 in tha aanior 
oitisan oatagory. 

I 

0 In othar words, thara wara nora sanior cltixanf 

than j»u originally thought? 

A Yaa. 

0 Hava you aada any study to datamlna tha 

rasldantlal sourca of tha sanior oltisans who hava baan 
adnlttad to tha goldan aga hoaas or tha sanior oitisan host# a 
finanoad by tha sninicipalltlaa? 

A Not spaoifleally. Tha 1970 oansus did, towavar, 

indicata tha typa of honaing that sanior olcltans wara 
living in, 1970. And it found that 70 parcant of tha sanior 
oitisan faailkas wara living in singla-family hoaas and 
ownad thosa hoaas. 

0 So that tha sanior oltisans who wara adnlttad 

to sanior oitisan hosMs, subsldisad sanior oitisan apartaanti, 
cssm out of ona-fasiily hoaas thay ownad? 

A If you can assuao tha ratio of 7 out of avary 10, 

yas. 

Q Is that 70 parcant? 

A Night. Savon out of tan. 

0 So whan a sanior oitisan novas froa his hosts 
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intc: a 9en j or citizen complex, a home became available, did 
it not? 

* Yea, sir. 

0 How. you have with you statistics as to the 

black population in Nassau County? 

A I believe that again, a full report was issued by th« 

Nassau Suffolk Reqional Board,which would outline all of tha 
characteristics of the black population. I didn’t bring one 
with mo, but I an sure there's one here. 

Mh. BELLMAN< Here it is. 

MR. JASPAN \ Exhibit 4 in evidence. 

BY 4R. JA8PAM- 

0 How, with that Information, can you tell us 

what the trend was between 1965 and 1970? 

A Well, the increnso in non-white population between 

1965 and 1970 — this would include both lamlgration and 
birth for non-white, was 19,002. During that same period 
of time, the Increase in white population was 11,351, for a 
difference of non-white versus white of 7,551. 

0 8o that in that period, you had a grsatsr 

increase in population per person, in tarms of the non-whitei 
than we did for whites? 

A That's correct. 

Q Now, do you have an analysis of ownership by 
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ethnic group? 

A Yos, I do. We Count that in ami T’ll *nake a 

comparison of 196n to 1070, to Hake It a little noro 
relevant -- in 19G0, 04 . r; percent of Miewhite population 
owned ita tiojr.es, and 51.3 percent of t ie nonwhitc* popula- 
tion owned their home* Those were raw numbers of 298,000 
versus 4,120. 

In 1970, the white population ownership was PI.9 
percent, as compared to 55.4 percent for nonv/hite, an 
increase of nonwhite ownership of aoout 5490 units. Owner 
ship. 


Q So that between 196an.'. 1970, the 54 addltionj- 

al housing units were owned by non whites? 

A That's right. I also had the data for the corvaun ity 

of Uniondale \nd East Meadow, if it's relevant. 

MR. HYM*v 5400? 

THE WITNESS Right. 


ay MR. JASPAN. 


Q What was the situation there? 

A In I960, in Uniondale, there were 44.26 white owner 

ship and 216 nonwhitc. 

In 1979 it was 4405 white end i*-2 non-white, an 
increase of uonwhite of 146 hone ownership. 

And in Hast Meadow, it was 996'’ white in I960 and 
12 non-whites. In 1970 it went to 2,521 whites and 35 non¬ 


white 
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Wow, these are not necessarily coincidental 
with the school districts? 

3 why? Because the lines for the villages are 

not - 

A These are in — 

◦ They are not comlngled with the sohool dis¬ 

tricts? 

A Theso are In the unincorporated plaoes. 

0 Now, during the course of this trial, we have 

heard testimony that certain areas sre Impacted raolally 
and night even be termed substandard. And these were 
Lakeville, Roosevelt, Freeport, Hempstead, Long Beach, Inwood 
and Rockville Center, among others, would you dsscrlbs thsss 
communities to the Court, as I rspsatad this list? 

First taks Lakeville. What kind of honas ara 
there, end how woult you deearlbe it? 

A Lakeville is e single-family cosm m nlty. It doesn't 

really have s center per se. It's — I guess It's one of 
these places that needed a name, and so they gave it one. 
It's sort of north offelveme and is bordered on the north 
by the parkway, Southern Btata Parkway. So that Lakav lie, 
you hardly know It exists as you drive through it. Fou 
wouldn't know it was really there. 

0 But what would be the physical description 
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of the area? 

A finale family, modest housing. 

- Is it a alum in any sense? 

* “°- “ hor *’ ,-MY b " * >**»«« .A* then, tint n.«d. 

r.p.ir. or t i.t coni.) be called deteriorating, bat hardly 
« slum. 

0 la I.akovilla considered part of the Maiverne 

area? 

A YUs. 

Q would you consider then both an integrated 

community? 

A Yea. They don't have the same achcrt district. 

HR. BELLMAN? Objection, your Honor. 

I don't understand that. 

MR. JA8PAN • Well, if you lived out 
there, you might. 

HR. BELL IAN . What is considered an 
integral area? The question -- 

Tl’.r COURT! lie 'a not talking about people. 

MR. BELLMANi He just asked whether it'* 
racially 

Hik COURTi He’s talking about area, not 

peopln. 


(continued on following paqo) 





1 


1 


Pollls-diroct/Jaspan 


1398 


2 

MR. BELLMANt Wall, Naaaau County could 

3 

be considered integrated with having blacka and 

i 

4 1 

vhitea living in the county. 

1 

5 

THE COURTt We are not talking about that. 

6 

MR. JASPAN* If your Honor please, Z m 

7 

talking now about communities in which the plain* 

8 

tlffa have designated aa having a — being 

9 

racially Impacted, and Z am trying to ahow that 

10 

with rare exoeptlona these are not ~ 

11 

T!!E COURT* Z will allow it. 

12 

I 

THE WITNESS* It would be very difficult 

13 

if someone put you in a car and you drove through 

14 

to aay where doea Halve me begin and Lakeville 

15 

end. 

16 

BY MR. JASPANt 

17 

0 All right. Both Lakeville and Halve me go to 

18 

the same school district, do they not? 

19 

1 

A Yea. 

20 

0 Mow, describe Roosevelt? 

21 

A well, Roosevelt is again an area that has developed. 

22 

It has developed very early in Nassau's development with fairly 

23 

reasonable housing. I would say less than 810,000 at its 

24 

original coat. 


25 


Again, it doaa not hava any real oantar. Zt ia 
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A ••riot of strung out coanercial. 

We did sosis detail analysis of Roosevelt In an 
ln-house study. And the Roosevelt GEO 1 guess saw fit to 
accept our data and published a recent report. And In that 
report they quoted our study. And they found that — 

MR. bellman i Objection. your Honor. 

If he has Information he can testify to It, He 
doesn't have to read hla Information In another 
study. 

0 no you have to refer to that book to refresh 

your recollection? 

A Yes, I do. Because I don't have It written down any¬ 

wheres else. 

THE COURTi You can do It. 

MR. BELLMAN» It's not relevant in another 

study. 

THE WITNESSi Well, it's source to us. 

Our field survey which was conducted in March. 
1972. which la on lags 17 of the Roosevelt statistical Profile 
Study by the Research Development of the GEO of Nassau County. 
Inc., found 3129 sound houses. 70 houses in declining condltlor , 
50 houses in e deteriorating condition, end 16 dilapidated. 

MR. BELLMANt I move to strike this 
testimony. There is no foundation as to what 


I 
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kind of survey, what was dona, whan it was dona, 
by whom, undor what conditions, with what purpose. 
THE WITNESS* It was dona — 

MR. BELLMANi I move to strika it. 

And juat answer questions, please. 

THE COURTi Whan was it dona? 

THE WITNESSi It was dona in March of 1972 
by the staff of the Nassau County Planning Conan is- 
gion under my direction. 

BY MR. JASPANi 


0 Tall the Court how that inspection was made? 

A Two of ay staff people got in an automobile and they 

drove through the entire community of Roosevelt and on an 
windshield inspection, delineated on a map which house they 
determined to be sound, deteriorating or dilapidated, using an 
established criteria, I might say. 

q What are the established criteria? 

A well, when you view a hours you look at several things. 

Are the walls plumbed, are the foundations cracked, are the 
steps falling apart, are the wlndowpanes broken, broken windows, 
door jmis rotting or nissing, are the doors slung off, the 
general characteristics of the house, the yard, is it solid 
and stable, is the chimney cracked, bricks missing, is ths 
chimney sloping to one end, are the leaders gone from the roofl 
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thara shingles aiailng fraa tha root, can you see through 
tha building. Things like this. 

Q Now, would you answer tha aau question w Jth 

respect to Freeport. 

MR. B£LIiiAM t What is the question? 

MR. JASPAUt The question is, will you give 
us a physical description of Freeport. 

THB witness i Freeport is located on the 
Sunrise Highway. It is a main station of the 
Long Island Railroad. It is a - what we would 
call A central business district. CBD. There is 
a broad soope of characteristics, the ppulation 
bearing free low incone to quite high Income. 

Pretty euch a typical Nassau CosMunlty. 

BY MR. JASPAN I 

0 What percentage of the population of Freeport is 

non-white? 

A I have to look that one up. 

18.49 percent Negro. .71 percent other. 

0 So that more than 80 percent of Freeport is 

white, is it not? 

A 80.8 percent is white. 

0 What is the physical description of the Village 


of Freeport? 
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A Essential! n very good shape. 

0 One family for the most part. 

A Yes. With the exception of sane Garden Apartments 

immediately surrounding the railroad station and several 
Urban Renewal Projocts underway in the form of Garden Apart¬ 
ments in what Z think is called the Bennington and Liberty 
Park areas. 

0 Now. with respect to the village of Uerapstead. 

will you tell us what the ethnic makeup of the village is? 

A Hempstead is 67.19 percent white. 

^ — —mv mwmi ismrt r u-w 

0 And is the rest non-white? 

A Right. Non-white and Negro and other. 

0 will you describe the Village of Hempstead — 

not the Town of Hempstead — the Village? 

A The Village of Hempstead is located at Peninsula 

Boulevard and Hempstead Turnpike. Zt has a very substantial 
central business district. Historically it was probably the 
prime central business district of Nassau County. In the 
early days everyone went to Hampstead to shop. With the ad- 
vent of the shopping centers at Greon Acres in Valley Strem* 
and Rooaevelt Field in — I'll call it Garden City — there 
was a move away from the center of Downtown Hempstead. 

At that point in time the Village Fathers made 
a decision — to help to spread out the business district 
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Long Beach was a sunmer resort area along the line of Atlantic 
City where people went to beach clubs and spent their vacations 
in Long Deach. I think with the advent of air travel and the 
closeness of the Island to Miami Leach, etc., there were 

I 

the r °l® of Long Leach as a vacation area declxnod. As a result 
many of these summer clubs and former resident hotels have been 
converted to senior citlsen hotels. And at this point in time 
Long Beach has a very substantial number of senior citizens. 

I believe off the top of my head it's in excess of 3.000 livinj 
in these hotels that have been converted to senior citlsen 


uses. 


But again Lone Daach has quite a diversification 


of ppulation. 


BY NR. JASPANi 


0 What is the ethnic population of Long Beech? 

92.8 percent white. It also has sn Urban Renewal Proje :t. 
Q Is it a largo" project? 


A Average. 

0 Now. would you describe Inwood in terms of its 

economic makeup and physical layout? 

A Inwood la a — let me give you the ration composition 

of that while I have it. 76 percent white. 76.01 percent 

white. -- 

Inwood ia a community that lies in the runway of 


t 
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JFK* It l« down in the Southwest portion of the County. It'e 
a somewhat older community than the rest of Nassau. It 
daveloped early as the population moved from west to east. 

I think you have to call Tnwood an old guard 
type of community. The original Italian Portuguese mixture 
of people, the people who came to the area who still remain 
there. 

0 A lot of Albanians there? 

A I don't know. 

0 In any event, it's substantially a white 

community, is it not? 

A Yes. 

MR. QRLLMAlli I think the figures speak 
for themeolves. 

THE WITNESS I Less so than some of the others 
I have mentioned. 

And also there is an Urban Renewal Project 
in Inwood. 

0 How would you describe that project? 

A Again, average in slse. Economics hav* played a 

difficult role in that one. 

Q Now, do you know, sir, whether when the Urban 

Renewal Project was completed in Inwood there were enough 
residents there to fill the project or do they have to go out 
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to Queena to gat aono nor* in? 

A I don't know. 

q You don't know. 

Mow, we have gone through the major areas 
allayed by the plaintiffs to be racially impacted and blighted*. 

MR. BBLLMAN: Objection. Ho ia misstating 
the record. We have not alleged that all theae 
communities are racially impacted. The testimony 
was that — and it's drawn on the map that there 
are pockets within these various communities 
that are racially impacted and have deterioration. 

And he's misleading this witness as to tha 
record. So I would prefer if he would ask the 
question and not maintain what the plaintiffs 
have proven up to now. 

MR. JASPANt I will stand or. the statements 

I made. 

MR. nxT.LMANt T object to this characterising 
the record. 

BY MR. JASPAN t 

0 Now, would you regard any of these areas ss 

blighted? 

A No. 

r> That's based upon your personal knowledge? 
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A T«l, 

0 Now, haws you mad* an analytic of th* welfare 

cat* load aa of Jun* of 1973? 

A Y*a, v* did. I hav* a map, — 

0 All right. 

A (continuing) down th*r*. 


(continued on n«xt png*) 
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THB WITNESS* This sap was prsparsd —— 

MR, JASPAN t Can ws hang It up for you parhaps? 
Perhaps you can hold It for him. 
the WITNESS i This nap was prepared by my 
•taff based on material provided by the Department 
of Social Services in Nassau County, 

This is done by postal distrlots and does 
not compare to that map (Indicating) which is 
based on the census definition and oonmunlty tracts, 

BY MA. JASPANt 

4 

Q Which one was thst? 

A The Negro population 1970 map, 

Q You are talking about plaintiff's exhibit nunbar 

flve7 

* Yes, that Is correct. 

And ainoe when a welfare ollant goes to social 
services he Just gives his address which Is East Meadow sip 
°°** 11554, So it doesn't relate to that nap. But what it 
la It shows the case load In Nassau County by all forms 
of welfare* that Is ADC, old age, etc. 

It shows that Long Beach has had 3144 cases In 
June. And that is the entire Long Beaoh Post Office we will 

•ay. 

The next is — 


P 
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Stay with Long Beach for the moment. 


All rioht. 


Do those canes include a large number of senior 


citizens? 


I would say my recollection is it does predominantly. 
0 Aro those senior cltiaens white? 

MR, BELLMANi Objection, your Honor. 

How when I object please wait bo we can 
resolve the issue and then you can testify. 

THE WITNESS I All right. 

MR. BRLU1AN s 1 have some problems your 
Honor because the witness has testified that he 
has drawn a map based on figures supplied by 
another agency. I do not like to be technical. 

I m i sure that Mr. Pollis has attempted to 
characterise the figures oorreotly. But if he 
has the figures free# the welfare — welfare 
testifying here — let thei-t put the figures in. 

We are once removed. It is not the best evidence. 

It in not in the fiqures he has characterised. 

MR. JARPANi If your Honor pleases, evsry- 


tixas wa had a planner here e plamw 


ilweys 


taken the available information and haa put it into 
eoma form that can be described to the Court. 
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This witness has prepared professionally 
an exhibit which nhows the case load as of June* 

1973 so that it is up-to-date. 

da has the actual figure — I believe. 

THE WITNESSi Yes. 

MR. J AS PANi — the actual figure in each 
area of the number of cases. 

THIS COURTi I will allow it. 

MR. JASPANi He know the area of Long Beach. 

* *** asking him now whether this welfare population 
is a black population or a white population. 

TUB COURT! All right. 

THE WIlNESSt I don't really know. All I 
know is that characteristically Long Beach is a 
white Jewish ccamunity. 

MR. BELLMANi I move to strike. He said he 
doesn't know what the case load, the racial makeup 
is. 

THE COURTi All right, he says he doesn't 
know. All right. 

BY MR. JASPANi 

0 Are thero a great number of senior citlsens in 

Long Beach? 


A 


Yes. there are. 
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q And do thoy hm substandard income? 

MR. BBLLMAM t Objaction your Honor. 

THE COURTi If ha knows that. 

MR. BBLZMANi Now mit a minute, Is this 
.welfare or substandard. Thara is a whola diffaranoa. 
And thara ara paopla on welfare or is that a sub¬ 
standard — ha has not dafinad substandard. 

I objact to tha question, it is vague and 
uncartaln. No foundation• 

q Mould you dascriba tha economic status of tha 

•anlor citisans in Long Baaoh? 

MR. SRLXMANi Objaction your Honor. Thara 
ara in avidanos tha statistics from tha oansus. Ma 
hava had waifara hara. I don't know what this 
witness is doing or what Me. Jaspan is doing with 
tha witnass. 

MR. JASPANi Ma ara trying to show you that 
on a geographical basis tha welfare case load is 
largely — at least in tha majority of oases anonq 
tha white population, and that welfare is not 
•Imply a black problem. And I think it goes to 
tha heart of tha case. 

MR. BRLUIANi And I suggest whan tha welfare 
paopla ware hare, wa had that testimony. That was 
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their testimony. Mr. Follis la not even an employee 
of the welfare department. 

Mil. .JAT.PAN* I ut he is an employee of the 
same County which has the welfare. 

MR. BELUiAHi r>y that argument there must 
be 100,000 people who can testify here. 

MR. J Ah PAN t v.’o have one. tie is a planner 
charged with that duty. 

THE COURT* Is. no in charge of that natter? 

MR. JATPANt He is a planner* 

T!!K COURT* what do you raean by a planner. 

MR. nELLMAN* Your Honor — 

MR, JA3PAN* You asked me a question and Mr. 
Heilman is Interrupting. 

THE COURT* Planner of what? 

MR. JAHPMIt The function of tha Nassau Planning 
Commission as to gather statistics of all types 
with respect to the County of Nassau* Wealth, 
distribution of people, welfare — 

THE COURT* You do that out thero? 

THE WITNESS* Y#*s sir. 

THE COURT* Ml right, he nay testify. 

bet’s take a recent* now. 


(Short recoss.) 
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(After recess.} 

Mr. JASFANs The parties agree that this 
chart narked welfare case load by postal district 
prepared by the Nassau County Planning Ccssalsslon 
nay be narkod in evidence as Defendant's Exhibit 
UB as illustrating the number of welfare cases 
by postal district. 

This exhibit counts all of the welfare 
cases including old age assistance, aid to the 
blind, handicapped, and ADC as trail as hone assist¬ 
ance categories. 

(Document referred to received and narked 
Defendant's Exhibit BB in evidence.) 

BY MR. J AS PAN t 


Q Mow, Mr. Pollls, have you prepared a chart in¬ 

dicating family income in Nassau County below the poverty level}? 
A Yes. 

0 What information did you use to prepare the 

chart? 

A I used 1960-1970 data of tha U.9. Cansus. 

The rod lines Indicate the 1960 eo celled poverty! 


treats. 


THE COURT* All right. 

THE CLERK* Map narked as Defendant's Exhibit CC 
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marked Into evidence. 

(Document refurred to, being a map, was 
received and marked Defendant's Exhibit CC in 
evidence.) 

BY MR. JASPANi 

0 How, from an examination of Defendant's Exhibit 

CC what trends or situations are shown by that diagram? 

A It would show that on the basis of areas, not necessar¬ 

ily numbers, that there has been a marked improvement in the 
income level in certain poverty tracts, for instance, here at 
4049 and 4050, which was a poverty tract in I960, now shows 
less than 4 percent families with poverty incomes. 

The only area that has increased is the Lakevill* 
area whe^e family poverty level is above 10 percent of those 
families. Some of them maintain the same. Dut generally 
throughout the county it has been one of improvement, 

Q Have you prepared some charts with rsspect to 

employment? 

A Yes I have. 

MR. nKLLMAHt It is not the number of 
families. The testimony is the number of areas, 
Incresse in the number of areas. 

THE WITNESSi Ho, this is a percentage of 
the number of families, in other words, the 


y 
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people who live in here (indicating). 

MR. BELLMAN* JUst ao that the record ia 
clear, that is correct, it la the percentage of 
fami lies but it does not reflect the total number 
of families by district or shoving an abaolute 
number of declining famiIlea. There may be more 
families in the poverty level in 1970 and 1960. 

Thia chart doesn't reflect that. 

MR. JASPANi If your Honor please, are we 
oetting cross-examination in the middle? 

MR. BELLMAH t I just vent to make it clear 
so we have no problem. 

THE WITNESS* The firat chart shows the 
occupation of employed persona 1950, 1960 and 
1970, which shows the changing characteristics 
of the people employed who live in Nassau County, 
whereas in 1953 predominant employment wee crafts¬ 
man, etc., in 1970 it is now clerical andJdndred 
workers. That is the column here (indicating). 

You have craftsmen which has now dropped to 
the point they are about tied for fourth place 
in Nassau County. 

It ia just a trend from blue oollar to white 


25 


collar 
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MR. BELLMANi No objection. 

THE CLERKt Defendant'a Exhibit DD marked 
in evidence. 

Defendant'a HE marked In evidence. 

(Documenta referred to received and marked 
Defendant'a Exhibit DO and EB reapectively in 
evidence.) 

THE WXTOK88t Thla dravinq a hove for the 
year 1972 and in the flrat quarter of 1973 that 
Naaaau'a unemployment rate haa been running ahead 
of the other portiona of the New York SMSA. 

MR. BELLMANi Mill you tell the court where 
the figure waa taken from. 

THE KXTNESSi Thla waa taken froai the State 
Labor Department. 

MR. BELXMANi All right, no objection. 

THE CLERK I BE in evidence. 

THE WITNESSi Haa thla one been marked in 
evidence or not? Me talked about it earlier 
(indicating). 

MR. JASPANt Yea, the age group diatribution 
that we referred to early in the testimony. 

MR. RELXXANt We have no objection. 

THE CLERK I Defendant*a Exhibit FT marked 
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(Document referred to was received and 
marked as Defendant's exhibit FP in evidence.) 


BY MR. JASPANi 


1418 


Mow t the basis of the Information which you have 


aharted, particularly Chart EE and DD, would you say that 
Nassau is not the place to cone to for a job. 

MR. BELLMANt Objection, your Honor. 


(continued on next Page) 
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the COURT: No, that la for tha Court to 
determine. I will sustain tha objaotlon. 

0 Mould you aay that wa hava a high rate of un¬ 

employment? 

MR. bellman * Objection, your iionor. 

THE COURT! The chart* apeak for themaelvoa. 

0 Now, Mr. Pollis, lat'a deal with tha areas 

where housing can be developed in Nassau County. 

There has been aome testimony that some downtown areas 
can be rehabilitated for housing. 

Is that also your opinion? 

MR. bellman• objection, your Honor. 

MR. JA8PAN? That is Mr. Kunslg's testi¬ 
mony. 

MR. BELLMAN■ Let him not characterise 

i 

the testimony. Let him put questions to the 
witness and I think we will move along faster. 

Q Are there any downtown areas which can be re¬ 

habilitated for housing? 

A Yea, there are. 

0 All right, tell us why thsss arsss ars prime 

targets for rehabilitation for housing? 

A There are several reasons. 

Eirst, they are close to transportation. In most caaes 
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thay are immediately adjacent to a Long Island Railroad sta¬ 
tion which permits people not only the ability to move from 
Mew York city, but to move in an easterly direction across 
the Island even into Suffolk. 

Secondly, they are normally on major highways, major 
east-west and/or north-south highways, which enable us to 
bring in buses to serve these people. 

0 What kind of housing can be built there? 

A Generally speaking, it would have to be some fora of 

multiple housing. 

0 Now, what areas in Nassau County would you con¬ 

sider good areas for that purpose? 

r 

A Well, we considered almost all of the control business 

districts. I can name several of them. You have got iiicksviljLe, 
Mineola, Freeport, Rookvilla Center, Lynbrook, Valley Stream, 
Long Beach. 


0 Would Glen Cove be among them? 

A Yes, Glen Cove. Downtown Oyster Bay, if you will. 

0 Would this provide opportunities for any substan 

tial number of multiple dwelling units? 
a Yes, it would. The number really is a -- 

MR. BELLMAN: He has answered the ques¬ 
tion yes or no. 

0 Do you have any statistics at this time? 
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A Not specifically, no. Wo did do it -- 

HR. UELLMANt Objection to anything else. 
q Now, have you made an analysis of the vacant 

areas in Nassau County which are presently zones for multiple 
dwellings? 

A Yes, we did. 

q Would these multiple dwellings be apartment 

houses* 

A Yes , they would be. 

0 Have yea such a chart here? 

A Yes, it is on the table there. It says, “Potential 

Apartment Sites." 

q Now, I show you this chart marked “Potential 

Apartment Sites" and ask you \o tell us, first, how you pre¬ 
pared it? 

A what we did wee, we had prepared a oomposite soing 

map of Nassau County which outlines all of the land zoned for 
apartments. 

And all the land currently zoned for apartments is 
shown in the dark blue on this map. 

We then determined the areas that were considered to bi 
the oentrel business districts which ere soned in tne striped 
land. 

We also went through, and by field survey, surveyed 
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those areas, those generally predominant single-fsally areas 
in the County right now, that we have considered to be soft, 
and that could be redeveloped with normal expectations. And 
vo showed those by the check pattern. 

And we have two other sites which have been the subject 
of recent discussion in town government, the town of North 
Hempstead, for so-called plan unit developments, which would 
bo a combination of commerce, jobs, industry and open space, 
as well as single-family apartment-type houses. 

This would be the Port Washington Sand Pits, and the 

j 

Whitney Payeon properties in Manhasset, North hills. 

Those are under active consideration by the town of 
North Hampstead at this time. 

now, so affectively, whet this map shows is all the 
land that is zoned for apa rtm e n ts. All the lend that we con¬ 
sider to be in e community that would be desirable for apart¬ 
ments. Those lands that contained deteriorated housing condi¬ 
tions. And sons of the open lends that ware proper concepts 
and could provide housing. 

The zoning, the darfc blue, as it stands today, has suf¬ 
ficient land far in excess of — 

HR. BELLMAN! Objection. 

MR. JASPANt He is answering the question. 

Why don't you let him finish? 

MR. BELLMANi The question wee. Old you 
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MR. JASPAN? Let’s mark thia in evidence. 


MR. DELLMAN r One question. 

In this vacant land, that is, the dark 


blue — 


THE WITNESS: Not in all cases. Out is 
is zoned for apartments. It may be occupie 1 by 
a laundermat or a one-story retail story. 


MR. bellman• Or apartments. 


but — 


THE WITNESS: No — or apartments, correct, 


MR. BELLMANt We have no objection to the 


Exhibit coning in. 


THE CLERK? Defendant's OG narked into 


evidence. 


(Document referred to was received and 
marked Defendant's Exhibit GO in evidence.) 

Q Now, Mr. Follia, have you made a statistical 

study of the number of units of apartments that could be built 
on available land presently zoned for apartments? 

A In excess of 24 ,000 — 

MR. BELLMAN: Just yes or no, Mr. Follis. 

You understand what is going on here 
Your Honor, could you instruct tho witness 
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that wo havo a syaton — 

THE COURT s A yoo or no anawer, if that 

is nocoaoary. 

MR. BELLMAN: I havo the fooling that Mr. 
Follis ia trying to cut in around my objection. 

So ploaao don't anavor the queation and 
give no a chance. 

MR. JASPANt Z think ho ia rather aurpriaed 
that you are objecting, that ia all. 

0 Do you have that information? 

Yea. 

q how , how many unita of apartaainta can bo built 

theae locationa? 

MR. BELLMAN: Z will object. 

TtlE COURT: Z will allow it. 

In oxcoaa of 24,000. 

0 Can you give them to mo by community, ploaao? 

Zt ia a long liat. 

0 wall, give ua the major onoa. 

All right. Groat Hock Plata, 437. 

Minoola — 

MR. BELLMAN: Can you go alower, ploaao? 
(continuing) — 412. 

Theae arm the larger numbera. 
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Freeport, 2,002. 

% 

Beapetead — Thia la tha village of llanpotaad — 4401, 
114 and 588 

Lynbrook, 2242. 

I 

Dock villa Cantor, 1758. 

Vallay Straaa, 1212. 

I 

Gian Cova, 341 and 471. 

And Farmlngdale, 204. 

0 Do you havo Vallay Straaa? 

A Tao, Z gave you that. 

[ 

0 Long Beaoh? 

A Oh, yoa, haro «e are, 4,244. 

0 Now, are thaaa areaa in whloh low-in oom houaing 

aubaidisad under one or aora of tha Padaral Qovomaant plana, 
can ba built? 

A Tao, air. 

Q Now, air, ia there alao land available ter onn- 

atraction of apnrtnent. houaaa juat north of Mitchell Field? 

MR. RJLLMANi Wall, your Honor, Z aa try¬ 
ing to help, but what doee ha naan by "availably” 
or tha foot that half of thin land la developed, 
and half la undeveloped. l oa n la aeft. X don't 
know what la going on. What done ha naan by ooft? 


0 


Za there vacant land north of Mitchell Field? 
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A Yaa. 

q Do you know who own* tha vacant land? 

A I don't know the corporation. I would aay that aomeone 

involved in tha Rooaevelt Raceway would own it. 

q la there at leaat 100 acrea available for 

development of apartmenta there? 

A More than that. 

q More than that. 

And did Roosevelt Raceway recently make a public pro¬ 
nouncement aa to their intention to develop the land for 
apartmenta? 

MR. BELLMAN* Objection, your Honor, he 
ia teatitying. 

THE COURT* That ia ao. You are taatify- 

ing. 

q iiaa Rooaevelt Raceway made any public announce¬ 

ment about that property recently? 

MR. BELLMAN: I object. If you want state¬ 
ments to come from Roosevelt Raceway, bring them 

In. 

THE COURT: If he known whore it came 

from. 

THE WITNESS: Yea, they have. 
q Where did you get that information from? 
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NR. BELLNANs Objaetion. Ha has road it 
in tha papar. 

MR. JASPANt Do you want MS to bring tha 
witnaoa in? 

MR. BELLMAN: YaS. 

MR. J ASPAN s if your Honor plaasa, this 
is a proposal to dawslop nora than 100 aoraa 
for hi-riaa apartaant housas. 

MR. BELLMAN: Ha is testifying again. 

(continued on naxt paga.) 
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MK. JA3PAN: I am responding to your 
objection. 

And I off«r to prove that Roosevelt Raceway 
has proposed now to build more than a hundred 
acres of high-rise apartments Just north of 
Mltohell Field. 

TliF JOURT: It la only a proposal. 

MR. JASPAn: Yes. besides whioh it was 
jujt recently made. 

MR. dt.LLMlN: I am aure It Is luxury. If 

It Is existing at all. 

THE COURT: I don't Know what it. is. 

MR. oiiLLMAH: It is a newspaper item. 

4 Is that a fact? 

MR. Ui-LLNAN: Objection. 

MR. JAiiPAN: Why? 

MR. StkuLMkti: I think my objection was 
sustained that it Is a newspaper article. 

THii COURT: I will aocept the fact that 
there is a proposal. What difference does it 
make. 

4 Is there such a proposal -- 

MR. ullLMAn: Mr. Jaapan, the Court hat 

ruled. 
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MR. JA3PAN: I Just want tha witness to 
confirm it. 

THI-: COURT: Whatever it may be, ne may 
say it and that Is nil. 

Is there a proposal? 

THIi WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Tnat’s all. 

■4 Now, is there land out at Port Washington whioh 

available Tor development? 

Yes. 

q How would you describe that land? 

Raw barren sand, 

q now many acres? 

The entire complex is about a thousand seres, 

q And Is that land suitable for the development 

multiple family dwellings? 

MP. BELLMAN: Objection. 

MR. JASPAN: ue is an expert. 
vp. JELLMAN• He la not an expert on what 
can be developed In sand. He le not a builder. 

THE COURT: Th* area of what? 

MP. JASPAN: This rartloular c-round. 

•*!». BELLMAN: f ^rr wnat? 

MP. JASPAN: for multiple apartments. 
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THt COURT: Do you Know wnether the area 
la suitable for that -- 

THii WXT.JK33: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Can you build on It? 

THE WITNESS: I prepared a echenatic plan 
for the area. 

THE COURT: You can tell ua that? 

THE WITNE33: Yes, It Is suitable for 
apartments. 

How many apartments can be built on the ground? 

THE COURT: Is this close to the water 

there? 

THE WITWES3: It la right along the West 
Snore Road. 

THa COURT: The West Shore Road. It is 
pretty far from any stores? 

THE WITNESS : Do you recall on the pre¬ 
vious map, this map hare, we talked about in 
terns of a plan unit development where we would 
be p**ovidlnr the stores? The town has rezoned 
160 acres for lnduotry. 3o there will be Jobs 
as well. And the oounty owns 270 acres to ths 
north as a park. Do we are providing all tha 
amenities as a plan for the development. And 
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the range would be somewhere between 24- and 2700 
nouses. 

^ now* are there estates In Long Inland which have 

ueon offered for aaie? 

A lea, tnere are. 

1 

W Do you Know which estates were offered for 

I 

sale? 

A The old Desman estate on the North Service Road of 

^ong Island expressway In the vicinity of Old Weatbury naa 
been offered for sale. 

Q jo you know how many acres? 

A Around 60 plus. 

4 What else? 

A The druoe batata has been the subject of consideration, 

whiuh is on Jericho Turnpl*e in Svosset. That la about 125 
acres. 

MH. dbbLMAh: I object. Again, wnere is 
It offered? An offer of sale, your honor? Tour 
xionor Knows real estate. What does that mean 
unless the owner comes and says it is available 
at a certain price and I am selling it. 

This man la reporting rumors, rumors. 

MH. JA3PAW: Ue naa not said that these 
are rumors. 
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xf yoar honor pleases, the thesis upon 
which the plaintiff builds its case —• 

■i'll' COURT: The estate may be offered 
for sale. It may be that the price would be 
exorbitant ar.d nobody wants to touch It. It la 
not a question of whether you need court approval 
co r*«t it at less money or raore money. 'Tnese are 
individuals at a private sale, if the ouyer la 
not willing to nay what the seller wants, then 
there In no sale. 

MR. JA3PAJI: hut if these people do want 
to ueli, there will be a time whan it will oe 
sold at the prevailing market. 

wnat I am trying to show, if your donor 
pleases, 1s we have a total defense to the allega¬ 
tion in the complaint that Mitcnell Kield la the 
last available place fr tne construction of 
nous In;/;. 

THli COURT: who will purchase it? 

'•IP. JAoPA.'J: It la available for developers, 
it is available from the municipalities. 

fiiE COURT: well, one is ns bad as the 

other. 

Mh. JAOTAh: well, if your honor please, 
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I am showing there is land available. If there 
was land available their whole thesis that 
Mitchell Field would disappear because they 
say. look. If we don't b:*lld it at Mitchell Field 
we cannot build It anyplace, We are showing oy 
this series of proof that land la available In 
nassAu County in substantial quantities, much of 
it already zoned for multiple dwellings that you 
could put up low Income housing. 

THE COURT: /here the estate was It la 
zoned for multiple dwellinp;? 

MR. J.URArt: Mo. 

TRE WITNEJS: Some of It la. 

MR. JA3PA.N: Some of It is. he says. 

I wasn't even wolnp that far. hut these lands 
arc beinr offered by the owners. 

THC COURT: There are oontlruous estates, 
one rlRht after the other. I can foresee th* 
problems that a fellow would have who would want 
to Involve himself In trying to Ret sonln* 
changes. He would be flrhtlno: Town liall'e for 
th»» rest of his Ilfs. 

It Is common sense. We don't leave out 
oommon zense outside th<» courtroom. 
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MR. JASPAN: I am trying to show they are 
available Ian'S. They are on the market wnether 
anybody buys them or not. 

iHii COURT: Sure they are on the market. 

M". JAsPAN: If your honor please*, a 
municipality, a town, not the county, if they 
4 ant to have It for a public purpoee nas the 
right of condemnation. All tney have to do 1* 
pay fair value. 

THE COURT; No question. 

Go anead. 

Tlih WITNESS: You asked whether estates 


were — 


T!!li COURT: No, I didn’t ask. 

MR. SELLMAN: There la no question. 

i 

4 What other estates are available? You said 

sruue and you said 

A Tnere Is In Syosset, which Is included In the map, the*e 

Is a place called th» Jennings estate and two other parcels 
adjacent to it. 

MR. liuLUAAli: four Honor, there Is no foun¬ 
dation for this testimony. Wnat Is availabls? 

Tile, COURT: The better way if the property 
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Is up for sale is to bring in the prospeatus to 
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•now the real estate it up for sale. What do we 
have here? lie is not a broker. 

MR. JASPAN: All right, hut, if your honor 
pleases. It is his business to know what is going 
on in the county. 

Let me ask him a oouple of questions. 

THE COURT: It may be his business to 
snow, hut you nave to have a little more proof 
than that. Suppose the property were up for 
sale at five million dollars and nobody wants 
to pay five million dollars. 

Q What is the source of your information that any 

of this property is up for sale? 

A Under State Law Section 239 LAN, the general muni¬ 

cipal law, all applications for reconing requests that occur 
within i>00 feet of a county road, state road, county or state 
park, must be referred to the Nassau County Planning Commis¬ 
sion for review. 

We received application for a retoning for garden 
apartments on ths three pieces I mentioned whloh are in the 

Syoseet area. 

They came before us on a rezoning request. The only 
district that existed in Oystsr day at the time whloh pro¬ 
vided for lo units to the ares -- ws reviewed the application 
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— two applications out of the three parcels — I iorry, 
all thro# pareola — and one *• aant beck saying that the 
application was premature bacausa tha man had a landlocked 
piece of proparty. It would be vary difficult to develop 
and that ha should wait until they decided what to do with 
tna adjacent place, When tha adjacent piece oame in we 
recommended — 

HR. BELLMAN: It waa a simple question. 

How he knows. Kou are going into a long story. 

THii COURT: All right. 

MR. BELLMAN: For resoning. 

MR. JASPAH: That wasn't resoning — 

XH r WITNESS: Isi trying to get to the 

end. 

TiiE COURT: Uo ahead. 

A (continuing) All right, we recommended that applica¬ 

tions were too dense, The town then hired a planning 
consultant to prepare a plan. As a result of the recommends-; 
tions of the consultant the town resonevt these three pieoea 

of land for garden apartments. 

MR. BE’.LMAN: It certainly is not respon¬ 
sible as to how he knows of any estates that are 
available for sale. I didn't hear a word — 

THE WITNESS: We also got — 
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NR. b&LLKAMt Nr. Polllo, pleaae. 

THB WITNESS: l thought you were taking 
no * quoatlon. 

THE C0U*Vf: Ho la objootlng. 

I 

NR. JASPAH: 1 don't undoratand the objac¬ 

tion. 

NR. RSLLNAN: 1 a■ objootlng In that 
thoro la no foundation yot for thla nan'a teatl- 
■eny th^c ho knowa of any land aval lab lo for 

aalo 

Q Wall, when tho applloatlon waa made to tho 
Maaaau Planning Coaurtaalon, la It an applloatlon for 
development — 

A Uaually wo aak for tho nano of tho applloant. It 
uaually aaya oontraot rondoo, or owner, or aoaothlng Ilka 
that In tho applloatlon. So wo know whothor or not tho nan 
owna tho land that ho la buying or it la a oontlngont or 
oontraotual aalo. 

<4 With roapoot to thla property, what waa tho 
altuatlon. If you reeallT 

KR. BHLLNAN: Contingent oontraota pertain¬ 
ing to reaonlng dooa not noooaaarlly naan tho 
land la available for aalo. 

Q Are thoro other paroola whloh have com to your j 
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attention at the Planning Commission? 

A yea. The Pratt Kstate of Olan Cove. 

q how many acres? 

A It'D t big one. More thin 75 

^ More than a hundred? 

A Maybe mo^e than a hundred• 

q Any otherat 

A There is another one up there but I don't reoall the 

name of it. 

q Is the Whitney Estate available? 

A Probably not at this time. 

s Now, Mr. Pollla, »a a ro.ult of your Mp.rl.no. j 

a. « piann.r haw you coo. to any oon.lu.lon. a. to th. typ. 
of housing that 1. b..t .ult.01. Tor low lnoon. group.! 

MR. B&LLMAN: Obleotion. 
m. J ASP AN s Why? 

THE COURT: He haa get a right to state 
the objection. What do you mean why? I milt 
rule on it. 

MR. JA3PAH: Why isn't it proper? I don't 
understand. 

THU COURT: I will sustain the objection 
to the question. 

MR. JASPAN : If your honor please, I offer 
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to prove at this particular time -- 

'i'H: COURT: I said your question Is bad. 

<4 Art you f sol liar with the book called Oefenslbl 

SpaoeT 
A I &a. 

Q Is that book by a ann naaed MewaanT 

A Tes, It Is. 

<4 And Is this the book? 

A Tes, It Is. 

*4 Does that book deal with high-rise apartments 
for low-lnoome fsallies? 

NR. B&LLMAH: Objection. 

NR. JA3PAN: It was In once before. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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You wirt crosa *xanlning on* of our 
witnaaaas. Thia 1* your witnoaa. I do not 
undaratand thla kind of taatiaeny at all. If you 
want tha axpart, bring hia in h*r*. If thia nan 
who wrot* thia book ia an *xp*rt — I haw* n«v*r 
had th* opportunity to r*ad th* book and X an 
not aur* X raally want to — but if you want an 
*xp*rt on hi-ria* apartaanta , thia aan who wrot* 
th* book who nay or aay not b* an *xp*rt» bring 
hia in. Thia ia an iapropor way to try to taatify 
through a book. 

MR. JASPANi Xf your Honor pl*aa*a — 

Tint COURTi X dont think h* can toatify 
through a book. 

. MR. JASPANi Whan Mr. Bollaan put on th* 
atand Arthur Kuna of th* bi-planning ooaaiaaion 
and whan h* put on th* atand H*nry C. K. Liu* 
and whan h* put on th* atand hia Regional Planning 
friand — 

THE COVTRTt Ha ia an arch 1 tact or *ngln**r, 
ian't haT 

MR. JAfPAMi Who? 

TH1 COURTt Liu. 

MR. J ASPAN i Wh*n h* put thaaa p*opl* on * ha 
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iik«4 then for their opinions as to ths typs of 
housing which should bs developed in those cross. 

Ho particularly took tho counterpart of Hr. Pollls, 
Arthur Kuna, as his very first witness, and 
Arthur Kuns is tho Deputy Director of the Bi-County 
Planning Commission, and he asked him questions 
about the types of houses that could be built and 
where they could be built— 

MX. BELLKAHt You were characterising his 
testlaony again. 

MB. JASPANi Why don't you let ne finish? 

MB. BZLLKJUft It is not a proper character¬ 
isation of the testiaony. 

MB. JAHPAMt Your Honor, X newer finish 
a statement without an interruption by Mr. Bellean. 

All these questions were appropriate. 

How I bare on the stand a man who has been working 
with the Planning Cosailsslon and who has experience 
in the planning of eo —u nities. X an asking hie 
about the types of housing which are best adaptable 
to low lnooos groups. 

X asked bin the question directly. There 
was an objection, which was sustained. X asked 
bin the question — 




Follis-direot 


1442 


THE COURT! Have you made a study of the 
typo houses for low Inces t groups? 

THE WITNESSi I hats opinions on it. 

HE. JASPANi Noli, but ha it a professional. 

TEE WITNESS t (Continuing) In the course 

of «y work — I swan a study — I don't know your 
definition of study. 

THE COURTi I an not going into semantics. 
Did you neks a study in the course of your work? 
Haws you oosa across problems of low-oost housings 
on the basis of how they are to be constructed in 
the most suitable areas? 

THE WITNESSi I think so, yes. 

THE COURTi That's a study. It is a survey. 
In other words, have you wade a survey? 

THE WITNESS i The word — 

THE COURTi Do you have an opinion? 

THE WITNESS! Tea. 

MR. BELLMAN! He has lots of opinions, your 
Honor, but that is not evidence. 

THE COURT! I will taxe it for whatever it 
is worth. We b.jew had so many planners here, I 
will take this one, too. 

(Continued- on next page.) 
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DIRRCT EXAMINATION 

$ 

BY MB. JASPAN (continuing): 

Q You have an opinion with respect to the type 

of housing which io suitable and not suitable for low-income 
groups? 

A I am coin q to speak -• 

Tins COURT: .lust answer tho question 
so you dbt’t get in trouble. 

THE WITNESSt Yes, I have an opinion. 

BY MU.JASPAN: 

0 Oh, would you state that opinion? 

MR. BELLMAN: For the record, we 

object. 

the court: of course. 

THE WITNESS- I believe that in Nassau 
County, at that low-Income housing should be 
similar to the other people in the county have* 
that if we are going to build apartments, they 
should t^e more of the road-type housing so the 
families have their own open space and back 
yard, and the density should be that they are 
not living on ton of one another. 

I think that density, 12 or 14 units 
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in the acre, comparable to what the Town hoard 
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scoas to doino in privet* *octors for development, and I 
think it is suitable for low-income housing. 

I think It. is important,, particularly in the family 
units, that thorn j>eoolc have tho sane amenities their 
counterparts hav* in the private sections. 

0 Ar* you familiar with the Pruitt - Igo 

(phonetic) 

MU. HUT.T.MAN- What was that? 

MR. .TARPAN : Pruitt-Igo, testified to 
by their witness -- 

MW. TOLLMAN* T take strong exception 
to the Pruitt -Igo argument. 

MR. JARPAM: You said vou didn’t know 
it and - 

MR. BELLMAN• I know it. I visited it. 

THE coriRT- He doesn’t know — 
the WITNESS: Yes. I do. 

MR. RRLLMAN* Everyone nvalnst public 
housin'*. it Ip almost n cliche, it i« a racist 
argument 

MR. .7ARPAM: I made no racist argument 
when I smoke to someone in a project In 

St. T.mtis. 

He wages a blanket attack on everyone 
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H# should mind hl« P’a and O'a. Hit 
mouth lust keeps toing 

MP. BELLMAV • 1 think that It's such 
an inappropriate argument that it warrants 
the strongest argument plaintiff can make, 
and If you raise it, this erroneous, irrelevant 
issue, I will continue to make argument. 

mu. JASRAN- if you will sit down and 
taka your breath - - wo are not using It as an 
argument in Nassau Public Housing high-rise 
apartnents -- 

MR. BRLtMAM: If — 

HR. .T AS RAN - Rl tna(;< 

In November , 1972, Lola Thompson said 
to this court # u Wo do not ask for hiqh-rlse 
apartnents, but garden apartments," a*d I will 
prssent the stipulation to you. 

MR. BELLMAN; There Is no -- 
MR. JASPAN* He never lets me finish 
the sentence 

HR. hRLLMAV• There is no stipulation 
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In ibis case -- 

MR. JA9PAN: Pl>use. I didn’t Interfere 
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with you. You triad your cane your way, 
let r.ie try mine. 

(Pauae) 

THE COURTr What are we looking for now? 

LAW CLERK* A stipulation. 

MP. JASPAN; Just one minute. 

(Pauae) 

MR. JASPANr Pag# 11 of the record 
before this court dated November 1, 1S72j 
Ilios Thompson; 

We dcrit know how high this housing 
will be.’ 

Now, take the following sentence; 

'We are not asking for high-rise 
houoing. ' 

THE COURT- All right. 

MR. BELLMAN: Oon't hand it to me. 

'’’hat Is a stipulation of the parties? 

You characterise that as a stipulation? 

THE COURTt It is a statement on the 

record. 

wg. JASPAN; Page 13 of the aeme record, 

Kiaa Thompson; 

'We think we are talking about garden 
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Pollls-direct 

apartments, and town houses. 

"Garden apartments are cheaper to 
build than high-rises, your Honor." 

Miss Thompson, again: 

"All the statistics and studies show 
that garden apartments are cheaper to construct 
than high-rises." 

All of her statements In November of 
1§72, in sum, were to the effect that they 
were not claiming that we should build high- 
rise apartments at Mitchell Field, but garden 
apartments. 

MR. BELLMAN? Totally out of context 
and Mias Thompson isn't the expert on what 
should be done. 

This case relates to what — 

THE COURTl She Is an advocate. 

MR. BELLMAN: Right, and Miss Thompson 
was responding to your Honor's questions. 

I don't even know the oontext of this. 

The question is whether decisions, by 
Nassau County officials, to eliminate housing 
and honsing plans, has a racial discriminatory 
purpose and effect. It doesn't matter what 
PUss Thosqpson reoo—ends for Nassau County. 
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That Is not an Issue In thle case. 

MR. JASPAN- If Miss Thompson sprees -- 

MS. BPLLMAMs Kell, your Honor 

MS. JASPAN• Ag a ± n ■ j can't finish. 

THE COURT: Ask your questions. 

OIRBCT EXAMINATXOM 

3Y MR. JASPAN (continuing)t 

0 What housing la best for low-income people? 

A Low-density garden apartments. 

Q What density per acre? 

A 12. 

0 We have had testimony about the recommended 

mix of 70, *0, 10. 

no you know what that refers to? 

THE WITNESS: Hay I speak? 

THE COURT: So ahead. 

THE WITNESS That la In rofaranoa to, 

I holieve, tha urban development corporation* 

7R, middle-Income and uni 20, low-income and 
ten percent elderly. In all their prolectV- 
that is the retie they attempt to achieve. 

BY MR. JASPAN r 

0 Bo, with the 70, 10, 20 nix. 20 percent 

would be low-income? 
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A Correct. 

0 So, of 100 houeae, 20 would be low-income? 

A Correct. 

And of that, uaa, you recommend some 12 to the 

acre? 

A Yea, air. 

0 :*»■ the value of the land underlying these 

potential developments have significance in the development 
of the project? 

HA. BELLMANi Objection. 

thk COOPT f it Is not an Issue In this 

case. 

I say, in the issues in this case, it 

• i * 

has no significance -- compelling necessity 
end indiscriminate practices. 

HA. JAAPAN: Where we have a rational 
explanation for what ws do — 

THE COOATi That goos to the weight, 
but the issue is different. 

MA. JAA»AMt I wentsd to ask if the 
value of the land is a factor. 

THE COOPT: There is no question in 
®y "ind as to that. 

THE WITHEAa! I would agree, yes. 
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FoDis-direct 

0 Now, the Nassau County Planning Commission 

issued a report in December, 1971, which has been narked 

into evidence -* 

MR. BELLMAN • Exhibit 10. 
a Exhibit 10. 

nid the Nassau County Planning Conroission 
irake recommendationa for housing in that report? 

A Yea, it devoted several pages, many pages to it. 

0 Look at that report, please. 

A 1 have it. 

q Amt is there a guote in there with respect 

to the number of units of housing that might be connidered? I 

A It reads, "page 190* 

"Although recommendations for housinq st 
Mitchell Field have been aa high as 0400 units' -- 

Then there is s footnote — "summary of 
objective plana and polls for the development of Nassau 
Center, “arkham. Inc., New York, New York, March, 1949, 

p*<re 17" and then it goes on- 

The final determination will be based to a 
greater extent, on the ability to find suitable housing 
sites in other areas of the county to meet the projected 
demand. 

"Sufficient sites are sea fcered throughout 
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the County and the need to utilize Mitchell riold is eorree- 
pondlngly reduced.' 

o Isn't that statement In summary. a position 

by the J’aasau County Planning Coramisaion, that if other 
sites are foun^ for housing, they need not be built nt 
Mitchell Field? 

BELLWT: Objection. That la not 
what it said. Tt said, “mleht be reduced,* 
and 1 think the report speaks for itaelf. 

T*U> COOPT• Yea, the report doea apeak 
for itself. 

(continued on following pace) 
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DIRECT CXAilMATIOU 


DY mr. jASPA'i (continuing)- 

0 Mr. Fdlis, in view of the history of 

vltoh^ll Ftel!. which includes the allocation of 66. h acres 
to ''itchell Par*- 40 plus covenantor by the Island State 
P*rh Commission- 25 acros of land, highly desirable to be 
protected as the Hempstead Plains? the needs of Bocos, the 
Police Department and the Metropolitan Suburban Qua Authority 
and the needs of the East Meadow School District, to have 
a nore adequate basis, and the capacity problems in Union- 
isle, do you believe that low-income housinq at Mitchell 
field is the nost desirable land use? 

•?n. DFLLMAH: Objection, your Honor, 

TIfK COURT; Tlo, I will allow him to 
answer it. 

You way answer. 

THE VJITMKSS; Uo. 

DY MR JA8PAN• 

Vow, hsvo you prepared n study of all the 
public houslno within a 20 milu radius of Mitchell Field? 
a Yea, T have, under ny direction. 

Q T show you thin document -- 


■«r. JASPAN- I offer it in evidence. 


MR. HYMAN; No objection. 
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t-oUla- •direct. 

MP. BKT,T,MA’;* Your Honor, this has 

Oroanvich, Connecticut, M anhattan,Prnnx, 

Oueons • "or whn* it is worth -- T 
'’sn'nttrui continue’ - it haa a listin'-* of 
nil public bousing in Manhattan — 

,ro - TAMPAN It is in 20 miles of 
'*itchel 1 Yield? 

TJfP rnp?»T- It is closer than in olios. 

’in. .taspam Yes, and them in evidence 
of that in miles. 

rrir i vili accept it. 

’PTJ” CT.FPY* defendant's Fxhlbit im narked 
into evidence. 

(5e narked.) 

BY MP. J AS PAM 

O Have vou prepared the sane information in 

terms of a graph with a circle around Mitchell Piold? 

A That is correct. 

The oircla is a 20-»ile radius. 

0 And la that another way of demonstratin') the 

unitB in tho 20-mile mei nrourrt Mitchell «*iel 1? 

A I believe that relates to the numbers in the document 

The number of unit*? arc in the document, not. on the 

map* 
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9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 | 
21 

22 I 

23 

24 

25 


document. 

q When It nays 20, 25-** o* 28N 

X That is *2R heasau and 2* IX, that i* in the »ron* 

»«. BELLMAN; what do you eean by 

Public-satiated housing? 

THE wiTUEESi Any form of publio- 

aaaistance to the housing. 

Mh. BELLMAN: PWA? 

TitK WITNESS' We utilise tha data 
supplied to us by the individual agencies. 

The Cityof Now York provide* ua with their 
data, the County of weatehaater, Greenwich, 
Connecticut, ‘Jaasau and Suffolk, aa to thoa* 
forma of publicly-aaeieted — not FHA —* 

23603t that type of atuff. 

•in. BELLMAN; We o^ect. It la not 

clear what it la. 

up. hymaM? It is luat th# pictorial 

effact o? th# record. 

v 7 *. BELT .MAH i You cannot teatlfy 
MP. liYKAN; I aan nee what it ia. It 
is • epp with a half-oirola. 
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POlHs-rtlrect 

rm cormr : t will take it. 

Tfrr ct.^iw:* ne'emlant’s Exhibit IT 
narked into evidence. 

(So narked) 

•IT*. .TftSPAN- Vothino further, your 

Honor - 

’«n. HYMATT *lo rmestlons. 

CPOSS T-XAMINATTON 
BY TfR, BRTJdTAM • 

0 T would liko to focus on ono area of vour 

testimony* availaV.ility of lands for 24,000 apartments In 
Nassau County -- 

A Yea. 

C Tow, lot’s ta^e one of those areas. 

You said T^no Ranch, you had < 1 M units? 
flo T understand your tsatirsony, as I under¬ 
stand. It, them in space available in T,onn Beach today 
for the construction for over f>, 000 units of nnart iontu? 

A no I have to answer yea or no? 

0 I'm tryinu to understand vour testimony. If 

you will explain it? 

A Yob . 

•"hr "aanau County Planning f*ow*ni«elon for a 
period of years put toqathar hlocV shsata. laroe-soale 
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Folli* -direct 


detailed raaoa of all of Hassau County with land aoned for 
apartment uso. 

We had gone Into the field and marked what the land 
i. used fort 1. it vacant, ia there a churoh on it or aome- 
thing else, and it in categorised in three groups: one ie 
vacant, two likely for redevelopment and three, the use is 

unlikely to change. 

A* a result of those numbers, we put together the 
likelihood of a quantityof apartments that could be built 
in each community. 

In the case of Long Beach, whore the soninq is still 
100 square feet per unit, we considered it relative to good 
sites, design, and off-the-street parking, et cetera, at 


cetera. 


So, the 2400 units — 


A 62 for Long Bssoh, 2400 county-wide. 

So our professional judgment what the average real 
estate guy can put up — he doesn't need soning, juat the 
ability to buy. 

q You would need a lot of land to build 6,000 

unite in Long Beach? 

A Hot according to their soning ordinance. 

0 Bow saaeh vacant land is there in Long Beach? 


/ 
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Pollls-dlrect 

Off the top of my head, Z don't know. 

0 You don't know the vacent land In any of the 


towns? 


A Yes, we do. 

Q How much in Long Reach? 

A Do we have the by-county land use study? 

The hrown book, volume one? 

Q That Is a bit out of date, Isn't It? That was 

1966. 

k Off 0 f that you can make some value judgment. 

We updated that document. 

Q I am trying to find out your figures. 

These figures are not based on vacant land per 

se, are they? 

A Yes, and soft land. 

0 Is this what you are looking for (Indicating 

text)? 

A Yes. 

0 Plaintiff's exhibit 11. 

Tell me how many vacant ares in 1966 there 
mere In Long Beach? 

A 54. 

Q 54 and you don't know If those 54 were soned 

for multiple or not? 
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Pollis-direct 


3 

A MO. 


4 

0 So. in 1966 there was no vacant land — a* 


5 

far a* you 'mow. there was no vacant, land In Txmg Beach 


6 

zoned for multiple use? 

- 

7 

A I don't know. 


/ 

WP.. JASPAN j I ara sorry? 


' 8 

THE COURT: He doesn't know. 


9 

MR. JA8PAH ? The question was posed in 


10 

the negative, and it is not a fair question. 


11 

BY MR. JASPAN 


12 

0 Nov, let's take Hempstead. 


13 

You said 4400 units. 


14 

Could you telIns in 1966, how many vacant 


15 

acres there vere in Hempstead? 


16 

MR. JASPAM ? Excuse me, if your Honor 

I 

17 

please. 


18 

To make sure it is the same book -- 


19 

1 

my book aaya 

H 


20 

T W K WITNESS: The filed survey *aa 

II 

1 

21 

done in 1966, and reflects 1966 data. 


22 

MP. JASPAN : But it is the same book? 


23 

THE WITNESS* Yes. 


24 

MR. JASPAN: All right. 


25 

THE WITNESS: nempatead ‘ 117 acreo. 


^_ 
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Follis-diree 


° Is tlier© iny reference as to how many of those 

ft cres are zon^vl multiolo? 

A "’•hi* studv didn't do that. 

0 Do vom know how many vacant .acresthere are 

to<*ny in Memrstead? ‘Honed nultiole? 

A Wc have in our office -- 

0 Te it a larae number of acres? 

A It wn* sufficient to out this on — 

0 Mow, Hr. Vollie, I an asking a different 

question. 

A 9*o have it by both cateaorios. T don't know the 

numbers. 


0 Tan voti crive me an estimate of how many 

vacant acres of multiple land there is in Hempstead? 

A Wo, T can aive it to you exactly but T don't have 

the numbers with me. 

0 In 1966, how many vacant seres of land was 

ther* in Freeport? 

THE COUBTr What exhibit is that? 

THE WITNESS Exhibit 11, your H*\eor. 

THE WTTWFBf- Your ariunent is <roin\ T to 

ao throuqh out. -- 

BY MB. 



25 


Q 


Foilis, please tell me how many vacant 
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Pollis-diroct 

acres there were in Freeport in 1064? 

A 165. 

q You don’t know which of those were toned 

multiple, do you? 

A Ho, I don't. 

0 Now, would you take the community of Lynbrook 

anu tfcll me how many vacant acres? 

A 49. 

0 \nd a<yain, you have no reference to whether 

that is toned multiple or not? 

A Correct. 

0 Those were 1066 figures. 

It Is true, is it not, that a lot of land 
that was surveyed and found to be in vacant condition, in 
the 1966 report, in thie study, has since been developed? 

A Some of it. 

(continued on following pego) 


25 
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vollis-croes 

cross examination (cojm i t ,i Kni 

BY ME. BKLLMArli 

0 i»n't it true, 'i'll' of it has been .lisvelooed ’ 

A No. 


g >40 h* , wi tn reflpocc to the central c>r»a* , vou 

said oould be sites tot ceveiopexant of low-cost housing, 
these are developed sr««<i that weald regjirc sonn construc¬ 
tion to lead to low-cost housing? 

A To a qreat extent. 

0 It is true, in It not, that a lot is the 

vacant parcels von rade rotorere.r* to, like trio aren of 
Roosevelt racetrack oould be coetlv? 

A T am not a real eetnto apprnisor. 

0 You have a mettv good idea o* what vacant land 

l 

is oolng for in Nassau fount v? 

A Not that, good an i-1ua. 

q hut very exrvsnsive? 

A Relatively speaking. 

q nacause there is a preoi.un on vacant land In 

the County? 

A Cenerslly apeakino, y«w. 

0 It is a pretty nuch developed founty, ien't it? 

A Yes. 

r\ Now, you sai'i vou ■►fere fa.riliav with tne Pruitt 
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Igoe development. That happened to be a public housinq 
davalopownt? 

THE COURT: For your information, it vaa 
never aaked. Wa navar got around to that and I 
would stay away trow it. 

HR. BELLMANi I withdraw the question. 

THE COUNT* Yaa. 
q One final questioni 

Mr. Follis, by car, how long would it taka to get fron 
Greenwich#Connecticut to Mitchel Field, under good driving 
conditions? 

A I don’t have the vaguest idea. I have never driven it. 


MR. 

HYMAN* 

How long by halicopter? 

THE 

WITNESSl 

I hava navar flown it. 

MR. 

BELLMAN * 

No further gueationa. 

MR. 

JASPAN* 

The defendant rests. 

THE 

COURT* 

How about theplaintiff? 

MR. 

BELIJHAN * 

Plaintiff rests. 

MR. 

HYMANi 

GSA rests. 

MR. 

LFOVf: 

Town of Hempstead rests. 

THE 

COURT: 

All right. Everyone has rested. 

MR. 

JASPAN: 

Now, if your Honor please, X 


would like to make a couple of notions. 

In the first place, I would like to nova again 








Follis-cross 


1461 


to dismiss the Plaintiff’s cause of action, this 
because they have failed to establish any 
aggrieved class. 

The NAACP testified to an interest in this 
problem. They said they were concerned with 
housing in Nassau County for low-income croupe. 

Not one word of testimony from them, though* that 
any member of their organisation haa been affected 
by what they alleged to be a shortaqe of housing 
in Nassau County, not one single member. 

In the Sierra case, decided by the Supreme 
Court of the united States, it was held that a 
mere interest in the problem is not sufficient 
to warrant a position as a rapresentstive of a 
olaas and 1 respectfully submit that the haact 
is not representative of any class in this esse. 

The only other plaintiff Who took the stand 
and taatified waa Betty Redfern, mother o * four 
children who lived in an apartment made available 
or found for her by the Department of Social 
Bervioe*, for which she paid up until recently, 
flftO a month, although Social Services paid her 
only $292.50 and she alleged further, she was 
now subject to a $2 r > increaaa. 
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upon crnss examination# she said that ah® 
found other apartments, and specifically seroed 
in on one, hut said the landlord wouldn’t r®nt 
it to her because she was either Welfare or black. 

mow, if your Honor pl®ase# in the first 
place, she is not a member of an identifiable 
class. "he seven dollar or thirty two dollar 
deficiency didn’t make her a member of a claaa. 

The mere fact that she could find other apartments 
which were denied to her in violation of tha open 
housing law in tha County of Hasaau, is proof that 
the apartments are available. 

Miss nedfern’s complaint ia against one of 
two agencies i either the department of Soolal 
Services, because the shelter rent provided her 
is inadequate ~ her apartment is good» no 
complaints ; has snouoh bedrooms — or the landlord 
in violation of the T’asoau County law, who ha* 

i 

r«?iwf*Kl to rwt to her* 

nut she is not aggrieved, or, except for 
the bland statement that she would like to live in 
Mitchel field, is there any evidence that it would 
be suitable for her, or that would give her aocees 
to her schooling, she was taking to be self-eufflcient. 
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Now, one additional objection dealing with 
tha class j At the very beginning of thia caae, 

I njoved for a classification of the class which 
said it waa black and Ppanish-speaking >»ople who 
^ or desire to live in the County of Nassau, 
and people of low-income — I forget the exact 
worde— who desire to live in, or live in the 
County of Nassau. 

I pointed out that the first phrase was a 
redundancy and that what we had, as I read the 
record, was a single class of an economically 
deprived group of any color, kept out of Nassau 

County, or coming there, could not find available 
housing. 

I submit to you now, as I submitted then, 
thst this is an economic group, not a racial group, 
and it ia certainly economic in Nassau County where 
31 percent of the people on Welfare arc white and 
where poverty is not the special province of the 
black or Spanish-speaking people but all people 
living in this County. 

Now, in a couple of cases decided by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, including 
Dandridge f. Williams, which I cite in my brief, and 
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in the Valterr case, the Supreme Court of the 
United State* hold that vr have not vet raised 
the icsuo of discrimination aqainst the economic 
class to a state where it constitutes t;vi orotected 
rights of any group of people. 

| 

I do not buy the statement — and 1 urge 
upon this Court a position — that we have 
discriminated upon anyone. On the contrary, when 
it waa no houainq, it was 70 percent luxury and 
moderate, and twenty percent low income. Ml housinn 
was excluded, not just low-income. 

What we did was exclude the other ten 
percent. 

Paw that tills case is completely rested, there 
haa been no aggrieved plaintiff with an Identifiable 
claim constituting a violation of any Constitutional 
provision, who has come forth in this Court to 
sustain that position. 

I would like to point out that in the Lindsay 
v. Hormett case, tha Supreme Court of the United 
States says there is no Constitutional guarantee 
to any social type or miality of housing. 

Agein, 1 think the ovidonce will show that 
in many areas, Nassau County may be favorably 
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considered with respect to the kinds of housing 
as against any other. 

hut, even if they proved whet they said 
they would prove, --if the plaintiffs hed 
established their case, the class does not exist. 

ho on this point, mv first notion is 
to dismiss the complaint. 

THF COURTi T reserve decision. 

Co ahead. 

Mn. JASPANi vow, I move, if your Honor 
please, for a judgment for the defendant, County 
of Nassau, and its respective officials, upon the 
ground that the plaintiffs have failed to establish, 
by a fair preponderance of the evidence, any olalm 
allaged by them in their complaint, either under 
the first, thirteenth, fourteenth amendment and 
the Statute supplementary thereof, or under the 
relief alleged by them under paragraph 143 through 
144 of the corplaint. 

Paragraph 143 alienee discrimination against 
certain plaintiffs on the basis of their race and 
nationality and origin as Slack and Spanish-speaking 
people. 


25 


I have already indicated that this is not the 





14f* 



certified class, but even if it war*, the plaintiffs 
have offered no single hi* of evidence, no einola 
item of proof that the failure to build housing In 
a single area of the oourtv, Mitchal T 'iol<5, constitutes 
either purposeful or de facto discrimination. 

The plaintiffs rely upon inferences; (1) That 
since some planners have suggested »d.tchel Field, 
or Mitchel Field and its surrounding areas as lika.v 
sites for a mix of housing, includino sows lov income 

I 

units, and since (2) blacks right move into these 
units, that they have built, upon these inferences 
and refusals to huild housing at Mitchel Fiald, this 
is discriminatory. 

wo witness oroduced by the witness testified 
that tha action of the County was baaed on racial 
consideration. 

I submit again — no sinele witnass produaed 
by tha plaintiff, said that the action of the County 
was based cm racial consideration. On the contrary, 
every witness produced bv the plaintiff, who was 
asked and that includes Arthur Funs, M r. 'Uckerton, 

Mr. Blanknan, Mr. Phore of the Regional Planning, 

Mr. Liu and the reports submitted ir. evidence, 

i 

support the County's position that t.br racial develop* 
ment of the area includes the edn-cultural, civic 
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and open space proposals of ths County and the 
need for lob space and ratable producina persons. 

lio sinqlo witness except Mrs. Red fern# 
preferring housinq to a Federal office complex# 
challenged the plan. 

Rut# different opinions were expressed as 
to the housing; the kind of housing; ths number; 
the class; ths area. 

'’’he Welton Report made n*. provision for 
housing. 

The Nickerson purchase of 191 acres for 
industry and p**k purposes opposed the housing 
suggestion of Mr. Caso# for that area — said "Wo 
industry and park." 

The Regional Planning Association and 
Mr. Shore talked of housing in a ten square mile 
area, which incidentally# included Nltchel Field. 

The bi-county plan merely suggested that 
‘'itcholl Field wan among those sites whers housing 
could bo located. 

The Nassau County Plannlnq Commission Report 
issued incidentally, by a lane-duck administration# 
without benefit of the approval of the members cf 
fli-County Planning, hedged by Keying that 9400 
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2 

unit* were nsvded at Mitche! Field, to the extent 


3 

they were not built elsewhere, obviously if built 


4 

elsewhere, they were not needed at Mitchel Field. 


5 

Markus and Liu were in an incestuous housing 


6 

involvoraent. Markus put in the housing report, 


7 : 

iiu waa told to follow the report by Markus so you 


8 : 

got three reports, so if you listened to the 


9 

plaintiff, they are three separate reports that 


10 

actually, everybody said Liu created nothing 


11 

original. He waa a physical designer. 


12 

Neither Markus or Liu took into consideration 


13 

the Hempstead Plains, the federal land switch. 


14 

the 47 acre park site and a host o? other changes. 


15 

The housing problem, if it exists in the 


16 

County of Nassau, is to bo solved on an original 

J 

17 

basis, and the attack must be made on a regional 

18 

basis. 

1 

19 

Mitchel Field la not the last or only 


20 

location for housinq. 


21 

Me have indicated the teats available. 

1 

22 

(Continued on next page.) 
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MH. JASPAN: Tha development of Mitchell 
?l«ld is the responsibility of the sxeoutlvs 
and legislative arms of county governmentwith 

the ai of planners. 

We respeot fully submit th«.t this Court 

may not assume this power. It may nor. substi¬ 
tute its Judgment for that of the elected officials 
of the county, nor oan this Court direot the 
county to construct housing when the New York 
State Constitution denies to the county the power 
to do so. Nor may this Court restrain the aliena¬ 
tion of th* property as ransom, so to speak, 
unless a stipulated portion is developeu for 
housing. 

The cases cited by plaintiff! in support 
of their case relate to identifiable acts of 
discrimination in areas within the power of the 
defendants in those aotlona, Norwalk Co., Kennedy 
Park, Parkview against Blackjack, the Park case. 

And I am nor goin<- into detail. They are all 
cited in my brief and have already been called 
to the attention of the Court. 

In those cases — 

TMK COURT: You are going to submit a final 
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brisf. 

MR. JASPAH: Well, these oases are already 
briefed. 

THE COURT: Yea. Hut you are .'-ring to 
submit a final brief on your side. Ann I'm 
goln.- to a a* tne plaintiffs to do the aar.e 
thing. And then I an going to make my deter¬ 
mination. We don't need this argument because 
1 am going to reaorve decision. 

MR. JAdPAiN': If your Honor Is going to 
reserve decision, then — 

THE COURT: I wan*- a final brief with 
findings of fact and conclusions of law from 
o«th sides. The- the Court will determine which 
of those facts it finds to be so and then the 
Court will make its determination. 

MR. JAHPAH: All right. 

MR. BiiLLMAH: Does your Honor want. It in 
the form of finding of fact and conclusions of 
law? 

THE CO'J'T: noth findings of facts an! 
conclusions of law. 

MR. JASPAH: In other words, we should 
submit findings of fact and conclusions of law 






and one final brief. 

4 P dY-lAW: Your donor, the Government make* 
a motion to dlanii a the complaint on the ground 
than tne plaintiff haa failed to meet ita burden 
of eviuenee in that he haa failed to prove by 
a preponderance of evidence the cate against 

the Federal Government. 

fhe Federal Government Joins with ‘-lr. Jaspan 
on the standing question in his notion and also 
extends eh- question of standing as to who is 
a proper p raon under tne execu*ive order to 
raise an issue. You have an executive order which 
tells an arency of the Federal Government to 
ao something, yoes that executive order create 
in a private citUen a right of a lawsuit? 

ihe Government at this tine eaye no, it 
doesn’t, dut that is another question to be 
considered• 

Ao to the facts, your Honor, again there 
has oeen no evidence whatsoever that the General 
services Administration is going to build this 
building without first obtaining the various 
studies by the ?*iA as required oy the executive 
agreement. There's been no evidence whatsoever. 
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2 

It is 

still premature. 

3 


THu COURT: You will also euoait a post¬ 

4 ! 

trial 

brief with your findings of fact® and con- 

5 

of *a*. 1 will accept it *i'om> you. 

6 1 


^ow, how about the ‘loan of h*Apeto«.d? 

7 I 


That'a the say it has to be. 

8 I 


hii. Lu-OrtE. The fowl, of htmpste&d chooses 

9 

to uo 

the same. 

1 

10 


1HL COURT: I will reserve all zotlons. 

11 

Post-trial brief to be submitted when? 

12 


Hh. JAoPAR: vor the record, you oufcht 

13 

to — 

1 

14 


HR. LutJwa,: Yes. For the record, the Town 

15 

of ne'.pstead makes the aane motions made by the 

16 

County 

of Httitaau and the UCA, ahu i**fcpectfu*ly 

17 

asM — 


18 


TH CooRT : All x*i^;ht . Jeclsio.. reserved. 

19 


HR. uc.ohd; All i’lgjit, xhuiiK yOu, ill . 

20 


fHR COURT: iiow, how much time do you 

21 

need? 


22 


HR. JaSPhu: Most of my brief is in so 

23 

1 don' 

t need more than about two or three weex"*. 

24 


THE COb T: Cult youraelvej. 

25 


M]’. J/wPaii: ifeii, w.mt .orj everybody else 

1 

1 




3ay? 

:1H. SlYdAn: I will try to do It before 
August 1st. 

IIP. dL'LMAN: We will try befo-e August 

lat. 

T'L. COURT: Augiat 1st. 

UR. JAoPAU: Can we make it August Bth? 

TH' C 'Jill': I win »ell you, if you get 
it in by Aug.at lat you way have a decision oy 
August 3th or 9th * beeauso I leave on vacation 
iri 1 hope by Augnrt loth. 

UR. All right. 

THE COURT: Oth»rwiee we are goln * to 
nave It In September. 

.M. JUiPAii: We can have it in by August 1st 
if th* Court wishes. 

.1R. JCLLMAN: Ail.-iSt 1st. 

!!". UY1AN: August 1st. 

MR. LLJ.iL: -hank you very uuch. 

Th.. COURT: All right, Aurist 1st. 

MR. JA3PA.I: .buy had my brief since tne 
beglnlnnlug of this trial. 

TUK COURT: All right. Have & good summer. 

dR. JAbPAH': Your .ionor, I want to say 









th!« on tha Mcopd. I want to thank you for 

cotiinj in fro.-!, your 'natation. I an sura the 
r*cori shows th« co '.si .leration that you nv»o 

. ,i» .oAtCrx*. i »• fact that you .»aj to cone 
li: on yuup vacation. xt’s oo«:i a rather :ono- 
ooru;>i«*x an I i arr. .ifrcii. 4 a aonwpwnat <Juli caso 
fron tltn* to tip**. 

i-li. COJRi’ I will iaa*.e no comment ahou*- 
. In ajiy event , nave u roo>. u ;zuam r. 









